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Luke begins his gospel account by referring to "those things which are most surely believed 

among us" (Luke 1:1). Of "those things" believed by God's people today is that Churches of 

Christ believe the Bible is the final and complete revelation from God to humanity. We 

believe it is sinful to add to, subtract from, substitute, or modify God's word in any way 

whatsoever. We believe if one presumptuously engages in such manipulations of God's word 

they do so to their own spiritual ruin (Rev.22:18-19; 2 Pet.3:16). When the apostle taught that if 

anyone "preaches to you any gospel other than that which we preached unto you, let him be 

accursed" (Gal. 1:8); he was relating the condemnation that awaits those who arrogantly teach 

contrary to what God has revealed in scripture. The NET Bible translates the phrase "let him be 

accursed" as "let him be condemned to hell!" One thing is certain - God is serious about people 

remaining true to His word whether we are or not! 

Our belief in the finality of scripture has some other practical implications as well which 

results in our rejection of any and all claims of "modern day" revelations. For example, 

Churches of Christ do not accept the Koran as inspired revelation as Muslims do. We do not 

believe Joseph Smith was a prophet who allegedly received the Book of Mormon from God. 

We do not believe Mary Baker Eddy was a prophetess who supposedly received revelation 

from the Christian Science religion. We do not believe Ellen G. White received an inspired 



 
     
 

  
 

message about keeping the Sabbath for Seventh Day Adventists. We do not believe the Pope 

speaks infallibly or ex cathedra as is claimed by Catholicism. Nor do we believe that any 

revelations are being given through "Holiness" preachers today who claim to be inspired as 

the first century apostles. Churches of Christ believe God revealed everything one needs to 

know and obey in order to be saved, live faithfully as a Christian, and go to heaven when this 

life is over. We believe God made known His will upon the pages of the Bible - from Genesis 

to Revelation. No further information is necessary. There is not one thing anyone can think of that 

is necessary to know and obey in order to please God that has not already been revealed in the 

Bible. This article is not intended to incite a negative response from those who may disagree 

with what churches of Christ believe and teach. I am merely explaining what our sincere 

convictions are relating to the completeness and finality of Gods' revelation in the Bible. 


