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The King of Assyria chose to place foreigners in the land of Samaria instead of 
children of Israel. These foreigners did not fear God, and Jehovah sent lions to kill 
some of them. The people then complain that they do not know the “god of the 
land,”  and the solution of the King is to send a captured priest to Samaria to teach 
people “the law of the god of the land” (2 Kings 17:23-27). There is, however, a 
proverbial fly in the ointment. The priests of the Northern Kingdom were 
themselves apostates from true worship of God. People will never learn to worship 
Jehovah God “in spirit and truth”  (John 4:24) from an apostate teacher! It should 
be no surprise that it is said of the Samaritan people, “So they feared Jehovah, and 
made unto them from among themselves priests of the high places, who sacrificed 
for them in the houses of the high places” (2 Kings 17:32).  

The Scriptures unequivocally teach that any form of idolatry is a sin and selfish 
rejection of God’s will. When King Saul refused to obey the voice of Jehovah, 
Samuel declared, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
idolatry and teraphim. Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath 
also rejected thee from being king” (1 Sam. 15:23). The apostle Paul’s warned the 
Corinthian brethren, “Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry” (1 Cor. 10:14). 
Idolatry is identified as “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-20 and as 
“covetousness” in Colossians 3:5.  

It has often been said that some people’s religion can be likened unto a 
chameleon that changes its colors “according to the hues of circumstances” (James 
Smith). Multitudes today claim to “fear Jehovah” while engaging in the vain 
worship of traditions of men. People cry that they want to serve the God of Heaven 
while relentlessly clinging to their own gods (traditions). Such is idolatry, and will 
condemn one’s soul. What are some traditions that affirm people are in reality 
serving and worshipping their own gods and idols? 

Giving God only one day out of seven! Many profess to practice the outward 
forms of religion once a week. On Sundays they pray, listen to a lesson, sing some 
songs, give some money, and partake of the Lord’s Supper (at least this should be 
true of member’s of the Lord’s church). In reality, God is only going to get one 
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day out of seven and only one hour out of that day! The remainder of the Lord’s 
Day (Sunday) and the other six days of the week are for their own gods and idols. 
The Bible is ignored or outright denied as they live the majority of the week for 
their own self-gratification. 

Giving God that which costs nothing – selfishness! God has never accepted 
the “scraps” or “leftovers” from His people. When King David desired to end the 
plague among the people, Araunah volunteered to give him all that was needed for 
the sacrifice. David’s reply should never be forgotten: “Nay; but I will verily buy it 
of thee at a price. Neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto Jehovah my God which 
cost me nothing. So David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for fifty shekels 
of silver. And David built there an altar unto Jehovah, and offered burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings. So Jehovah was entreated for the land, and the plague was 
stayed from Israel” (2 Sam. 24:24-25). Others cannot listen for you, study for you, 
give for you, sing for you, pray for you, partake of communion for you; no other 
person can worship in any way for you! It costs something to be a Christian, and 
one not willing to sacrifice for the cause of Christ will not enter into Heaven. 

Failing to put Christ and His church on our schedule! We need only one 
verse of Scripture to warn us of our obligation and duty to sacred matters. Jesus 
taught, “But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). We must not have the attitude that we will 
“fit the Lord and His church” into our schedules.  

Enjoying the praises of men more than the praise of God! Human accolades 
and thunderous applause are no substitute for “a thus saith the Lord.” Jesus teaches 
that those who engage in religious acts to be seen of men “have received their 
reward” (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16). Belief minus faithful obedience will not save one’s 
soul. Mark 16:16 will never read (without being changed by man), “He that 
believeth and is not baptized shall be saved.”  Please read God’s Word carefully!  

Jesus uses the Pharisees as an example to burst the empty bubble of following 
human whims and wishes in religion. Christ said, “Nevertheless even of the rulers 
many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the glory that is of men 
more than the glory that is of God” (John 12:42-43). 

More interested in worldly happiness than spiritual usefulness! Many 
people have one goal in life – self-gratification at any cost! In religion, the “what 
can you do for me” mentality is alive and well. The cry is, “can you please me, 
entertain me, keep my attention, and make me feel good?” People have been 
blinded to the truth that they must worship and serve acceptably to please God. 
Exalting self and demoting Christ will not get one to Heaven! 

Demanding smooth preaching instead of faithful preaching! Preaching the 
gospel involves reproving, rebuking, and exhorting (2 Tim. 4:2). People recoil and 
rebel at these words, “Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them 
that fell, severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off” (Rom. 11:22). We must not forget 
this Bible woe: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter”  (Isa. 5:20)!  



Identifying idolatry is essential to the saving of one’s soul! 
  
 
 
   


