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  Editor’s  Note: I wrote the below article for the July 31, 2011 bulletin 
when I was preaching in Paris, TX. Since then two preachers mentioned in the 
article, Curtis Cates and Garland Elkins, have passed away. I am still 
persuaded that the question that serves as the title of this article should be 
asked of every congregation. And, I am equally convinced that Christians 
should always stand steadfastly for the truth and demand that it be 
proclaimed and defended without apology regardless of who it might offend. 
Loyalty to the Lord among members of His church has not grown stronger 
the past nine years.  

  
Another unbelievable article has been published in the Forest Hill News. I have 

not forgotten the article by Barry Grider  on Feb. 10, 2009 entitled “I Got Use To 
It,” and his comments about singing “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” (Calvinistic overtones 
and direct leading of the Holy Spirit). In that same bulletin, an article by Tyler 
Young was entitled “Binding Where God Has Not.” It was shocking to read what 
was implied by many of the questions Tyler set forth as perhaps being matters of 
judgment or preference. Three such questions were: (1) Is it wrong to move or 
cancel the evening worship on Super Bowl Sunday? (2) Is it necessarily a sin to 
miss a weekly service of the church to compete in a sporting event, or a second 
Sunday service while traveling? (3) May we have small group meetings on Sunday 
night instead of a second general assembly?” I never cease to be amazed at the 
suggestions and comments some brethren will make to weaken or trample 
underfoot the Word of God! Christ does not say in Matthew 6:33, “But seek at 
your convenience his kingdom and his righteousness.” 

I believe the following to be relevant questions: (1) What do the Forest Hill 
elders that I once thought stood solidly for the truth now believe? (2) Has there 
been an outcry from men like Garland Elkins, Curtis Cates, and Keith Mosher – 
men whom I once believed would never tolerate such nonsense? I have believed 
for some time that Barry Grider is leading the Forest Hill congregation down a 
path from which they will never recover and apparently without adequate 
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resistance from those who were once quite capable of defending the truth and 
defeating error. 

Let us now consider the article by Rob Hatchett entitled: “Where Are the Future 
Leaders?” The tone of the article is set by the three instances where Hatchett is 
chastising faithful brethren who oppose entertainment and the social gospel but 
support a “doctrinally correct church.” Hatchett is tired of young people leaving 
the church and brethren saying, “Worship is not entertainment, and we don’t come 
here to be entertained.” He laments, “If I’ve heard this response once, I’ve heard it 
a thousand times.” He then states, “I’ve heard all my life that we aren’t 
‘consumers’ in church that have to be entertained. Unfortunately, I think we’ve 
said that so many times that it’s become an excuse for not attempting to be 
attractive to the younger generations (emp., MLW). In doing so, congregations 
have often lost a sense of relevance to today’s society.” Third, he says, “Something 
I hear over and over from people in their 20s who formerly attended the Church is 
that the congregation they attended was more concerned about it being ‘the most 
doctrinally correct church’ than they were about helping members truly develop a 
relationship with God.” Is Hatchett saying that sound doctrine (healthy teaching) 
contributes to one being spiritually unhealthy (no relationship with God)? 

How can one be less concerned about doctrine and more concerned with 
“social interaction” and “social connection” and help a person develop a correct 
relationship with God? Hatchett does not believe the Lord’s church described in 
the Bible is “relevant to today’s society.” Thus he boldly asks, “Have you seen one 
of the new buildings that McDonalds is building for their restaurants? It is much 
more trendy/modern/relevant than its older buildings … same burgers, fries, and 
McNuggets … the product is the same – the look and feel of the restaurant is just 
more relevant to today’s society….Just like McDonalds hasn’t changed what it 
serves, we don’t have to change the Gospel that we are serving. We cannot change! 
However, we have to realize that those leaving the church in their 20s are 
consistently saying it’s because the congregation where they worship, though 
doctrinally sound, is out of touch with what they face and their needs in their 
Christian walk of life.” 

It does not matter to me what type of building or food McDonald’s uses to 
attract or appeal to people – it does matter what the Lord’s church uses to appeal 
to people (Rom. 1:16)! Hatchett says, “Jesus’ ministry consisted of meeting 
people’s needs and then sharing the Gospel with them. The greatest need for 
people today in their 20s is the need for social interaction and social connection.” 
What a revealing statement! Revelation was not complete in Jesus’ day. Miracles 
were used to address certain needs to convince non-believers of the truth (Mark 
16:20; John 20:30-31). Christ had to prove that He was the Messiah, and the 
apostles had to prove they were instructing in the way of the Lord. Jesus came to 
“seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10). He did not come to meet the needs of 
society! Miracles are no longer needed as revelation is complete (1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

Hatchett laments that “we have segregated youth groups so much from the rest 
of the congregation with their own devotionals, service projects, classes, and 
mission trips that many teens never get a real picture of what it’s like to be a 
Christian adult.” I do agree, and some of us have sounded forth the warning for 



years about youth ministers, children’s church, children’s Bible hour instead of 
assembling for worship with the older saints, fun and games instead of Bible 
teaching, and a diet of puppets, drama, and special classes designed to (shall I say) 
entertain. 

It is disgusting to hear Hatchett say young people tell him they never learned to 
have a relationship with God because “women’s role, musical instruments, 
denominations, baptism, etc. were forced on them…and every class or lesson 
always turned to doctrine.” Paul did tell young Timothy (do you suppose Timothy 
could have been in his 20’s and unmarried): “And that from a babe thou hast 
known the sacred writings which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). And, in 2 Tim. 2:2, “And the things 
which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  

The greatest need for every person today is for Bible instruction (teaching, 
doctrine) so they might choose wisely and correctly in the areas of “social 
interaction” and “social connection.” Parents have certain obligations to their 
children in these areas, but the Lord’s church is not the home! 

A better question than “where are the future leaders” is “where are the present 
leaders?” 
  
 
 


