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As in Isaiah’s day, a very common sin among those today who are children of 
God is thoughtfulness about worldly matters, and thoughtlessness about eternal 
matters. Superficial thinking leads to superficial living! How many today take to 
heart the verse that admonishes, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil. 4:8)? 

One who is ungrateful and inconsiderate dishonors God and has two giant 
hurdles to overcome to grow spiritually. Isaiah knew well that mere talk and 
profession would not benefit God nor strengthen one’s soul. He thus declares to the 
rebellious and indifferent children of Israel: “The ox knoweth his owner, and the 
ass his master's crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. Ah 
sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that deal 
corruptly! they have forsaken Jehovah, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, 
they are estranged and gone backward” (Isa. 1:3-4). 

 Even animals recognize their owners and the care shown to them. But how 
often do the Lord’s people fail to recognize the Creator and the many blessings that 
flow bountifully from His hand? Let us reflect on some things which many 
children of God fail to consider as they ought: 

The bondage out of which they were delivered, or they would be more 
humble! Satan wants God’s children to forget their former slavery to sin – just as 
Israel forgot their bondage in Egypt (Psa. 106:21). The apostle Paul always 
remembered his wretched condition previous to obeying the precious gospel (1 
Tim. 1:13, 15). Sin separates one from God (Isa. 59:1-2), and reconciliation is 
possible only by God’s grace. May we always be conscious of the truth that we 
were once dead and without hope in our sins (Eph. 2:1, 5, 12) and only by God’s 
grace given the opportunity to be “alive  [with] Christ”  (Eph. 2:5)! 

The cost at which they have been redeemed or they would be more 
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thankful! Most Christians are very aware of the cost involved in acquiring both 
the necessary needs and numerous wants of this life. How many, however, are 
continually joyful and thankful for the price that was paid for their redemption? 
“The peace of God, which passeth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7) was made 
possible by the precious blood of Christ. The apostle Peter reminds the brethren, 
“ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain 
manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb without spot, even the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19). No matter how much 
silver and gold one accumulates in this life, it could never be used to purchase 
redemption. Be thankful God gave His only begotten Son so that that people could 
choose to be redeemed! 

Their relationship to Him who saves, or they would be less anxious! The 
Bible reminds all Christians, “Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your own; for 
ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your body” 1 Cor. 6:19-20). 
Children of God have been bought, purchased (Acts 20:28), sanctified (1 Cor. 
6:11, redeemed (Gal. 3:13), and justified (Rom. 5:1). As faithful members of His 
body (1 Cor. 12:27), will He not exercise care over us? Jesus taught: “Therefore I 
say unto you, be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than the food, and 
the body than the raiment? … For after all these things do the Gentiles seek; for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things” (Matt. 6:25, 
32). 

The Scriptures remind us: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time; casting all your anxiety upon him, 
because he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:6-7). Coffman comments on these verses, 
saying: 

  
The thought here contrasts the true and living God with the dumb idol gods 
of paganism who had no feeling, concern, or interest of any kind whatsoever 
in their worshipers. Even those pagan gods and goddesses which were 
supposed to be more glorious were always represented as being far off from 
their devotees, and having no care whatsoever for them. It is one of the most 
glorious teachings of the Bible that God, yes, even the Almighty God loves 
his children, is concerned and interested in their welfare; and his eyes are 
always upon his beloved. 
  
Their responsibility as servants, or they would be more watchful! All who 

receive and obey the gospel become custodians of it, and are responsible to the 
Master for proper worship and service. James reminded Christians, “But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own selves” (James 1:22). 
Instead of being “servants of sin,” children of God are to be “servants of 
righteousness” (Rom. 6:18). Truth matters! As the Corinthian brethren were 
reminded, “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 
16:13). 



The glory that is to come, or they would be more full of praise! The glory 
yet to be revealed in and through the redeemed is the glory that belongs to the 
eternal Son. Faithful Christians can take heart in this statement: “Beloved, now are 
we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know 
that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he 
is”  (1 John 3:2). Consider your ways as you consider the Savior; a book of 
remembrance is being written (Mal. 3:16)! 
  
 
 
 
   


