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  The Holy Book of God, like the people of God, has suffered persecution 
throughout the ages. James Smith was right on target in describing the treatment 
the Bible has received down through the stream of time. He says: 

It has been tortured and ruptured, pierced and ridiculed, burned and buried, 
but it has quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
stopped the mouths of lions, and turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 
Here we see Jehoiachin burning it, but God gave it a resurrection in a 
mightier form. 
The incident regarding Jehoiachin is found in the 36th chapter of Jeremiah. Let 

us study this chapter, and learn more about the message of God. 
The Message Given! It is of no profit to men spiritually to heed just any 

message. This message comes from God, and is thus set apart from all other 
messages. To Jeremiah, God said, “Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all 
the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and 
against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, 
even unto this day” (Jer. 36:2).  

God has never relinquished control of His creation. This message was against 
Israel, Judah, and all the nations. God is not a pawn to be toyed with and pushed 
wherever man desires to push Him. Neither can God’s message be ignored without 
calamitous consequences. This message was a solemn warning! 

The message of God was delivered in mercy. God says, “It may be that the 
house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they 
may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their 
sin”  (36:3). This message stressed God’s love for His people, and His desire for 
His people to return to Him and save their souls.  

The gospel, the “whole counsel of God,” (Acts 20:20, 27) has been made 
available unto all men today (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3). All men are 
amenable to the gospel, and none will be saved who refuse God’s warnings to obey 
and live as new creatures in Christ (Heb. 5:8-9; 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 1:7; 2 John 9-
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11). God “would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). It seems, however, that the majority of people are determined 
that “they will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap to 
themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their ears from the 
truth, and turn aside unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4).  

The Message Heard! The king is privileged to hear the message from God. 
The Scripture says, “And they went in to the king into the court; but they had laid 
up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe; and they told all the words in the 
ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll; and he took it out of the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in 
the ears of all the princes that stood beside the king”  (Jer. 36:20-21). The king 
receives a serious warning from God tempered with mercy. The importance of 
hearing and heeding the word of God is clearly seen in this incident. What will 
king Jehoiachin do? It was the most critical moment in his life.  

What will people do today who hear the message of God? Will they give heed 
and act upon what they have heard, or will they seek to discredit and destroy God’s 
Word? The faithful today fear that far too many will react as did Israel of old “that 
[said] to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, 
speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits, get you out of the way, turn aside 
out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us” (Isa. 30:10-
11). 

The Message Rejected! The king now had to choose to either obey or reject 
God’s message. The Scriptures say, “And it came to pass, when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, that the king cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire 
that was in the brazier, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was in the 
brazier” (36:23). Any fool can do as did this king. It is no wonder that God warns 
as He does about having “an evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12)! The “leaves” of 
the book were not the king’s problem – his problem was with the God of the Book! 

The faithful mouthpiece of God or the paper upon which God’s Word is 
recorded may “cut to pieces” or “burned up” – not so with the divine message! 
Peter declares, “For, All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of 
grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth 
for ever…” (1 Pet. 1:24-25). Many today would never cut out pages of the Bible 
and burn them, but they steadfastly refuse to heed the words they read!  

The Message Renewed! “Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to 
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote therein from the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in 
the fire; and there were added besides unto them many like words” (Jer. 36:32). 
No man is through with God’s Word when he refuses to heed it and has sought to 
destroy it. God will not compromise His demands, and His Word will not go away 
(Matt. 24:35). The unbelief of people will not make God’s message of none effect. 
Here well the words of the Savior: “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him 
in the last day” (John 12:48). Man only destroys his eternal soul when he attempts 
to destroy the almighty Word of God! 
  



 
 


