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  The last words of a person can reveal his inner character and life. This is 
surely the case with the beloved apostle to the Gentiles. As we read his final 
recorded words, we are not left to wonder as to their meaning. The mind of the 
apostle is clear and sharp, his words are emphatic, and they express wonderful and 
precious truths. Paul’s final words speak confidently of his: 

Willful compliance to God’s plan! “For I am already being offered, and the 
time of my departure is come” (2 Tim. 4:6). Even though Paul was very well 
educated, he did not act as the so-called scholar of today acts. Paul was humble and 
willing to be taught the truth. This characteristic is in stark contrast to the person 
today who reads truth and then immediately tries to explain it away. After obeying 
the gospel, Paul was faithful in service to the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is now 
ready to be put to death for his convictions and loyalty to the Lord and His church.  

There was a time in Paul’s life when he was torn as whether to live and serve or 
die and be with the Lord. To the Philippian brethren, Paul says, “But I am in a 
strait betwixt the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very 
far better: yet to abide in the flesh is more needful for your sake” (Phil. 1:23-24). 
But now Paul, having run his race, is ready to receive the “building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).  

May we live our lives in such a way that we can confidently declare that we are 
prepared “to be at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8).  

Assured Success! “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). Paul was totally confident that his faithful 
worship and service to God was not a failure. As a fearless soldier of the cross, he 
had fought the adversary at every turn with the sword of the Spirit. As a runner  in 
a race, he stayed the course and finished the race. As a guardian, he had “kept the 
faith”  that “was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). This great apostle 
was truly “faithful unto death” and looked forward to the promise of “the crown of 
life”  (Rev. 2:10).  

How tragic it is today to see those who know better apologize for Bible truth! 
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So many preachers and elders who love the glory of men more than the glory of 
God (John 12:43) will not teach nor preach “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 
20:27). They are willing to compromise, agree to disagree, and in the process they 
sell their souls for a mess of pottage (Gen. 25:30-34)! 

God is “no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34), and this means all today who do 
as Paul did can be assured of victory in Jesus. Nothing will be more comforting, 
meaningful, or important when you exit this life as being able to truthfully say, “I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith.” 

Joyful Hope! “Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me 
only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing”  (2 Tim. 4:7). In this life, 
Nero, the hater of God and persecutor of Christianity, had laid up for Paul the 
sword of physical death. But Nero was powerless to destroy the joyful hope of an 
eternal crown the righteous judge, Jesus Christ, had laid up for Paul in Heaven! 

As faithful Christians today struggle in this world of cruelty and wickedness, 
may they remember these words, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for 
when he hath been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord 
promised to them that love him” (James 1:12). 

Even though wickedness may seem to prevail in this world in which we live, 
the faithful child of God can overcome. We must cling tightly to Bible faith and 
hope while remembering these words of John: “For whatsoever is begotten of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, (even) 
our faith” (1 John 5:4). 

Painful Experiences! No one is exempt from heartbreak and tragic moments in 
this life! It must have grieved Paul greatly that Demas, a beloved coworker (Col. 
4:14; Phil. 24), forsook him, “having loved this present world” (2 Tim. 4:10). Paul 
also had unpleasant memories of Alexander the coppersmith who did him “much 
evil”  (2 Tim. 4:14). Paul also remembered, “At my first defence no one took my 
part, but all forsook me: may it not be laid to their account” (2 Tim. 4:16). 
Coffman comments about the above sins as follows: 

  
Those who forsook Paul, as mentioned here, were guilty of a grievous sin 
against him; but there was a difference in their sin and that of Alexander. 
These loved the apostle, and through fear, failed to stand by him; but 
Alexander was an enemy of the truth; therefore, Paul breathed a prayer for 
these, whereas he consigned Alexander to the judgment of God. His was a 
sin against the truth. 
  
Love of the world, back-biting, indifference toward truth, and cowardliness are 

still sins that bring deep sorrow to faithful servants of God. Let us steadfastly cling 
to the words of the Master, “In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

Unfailing Confidence! “The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and 
will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen” (2 Tim. 4:18). Paul’s deep trust in the promises of God enabled him to 
confidently declare, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 



worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward” (Rom. 
8:18). Paul knew he would not be spared tribulation in this life, but had complete 
confidence that ultimately he would be “more than conqueror” (Rom. 8:37) 
through Christ Jesus. 

People make choices as they journey through this life. One can decide to do as 
did the apostle Paul or do as did Alexander the coppersmith.  

The question that matters most is will your final thoughts in this life be as 
comforting as the apostle Paul’s?  
 


