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  The prayers in Psalm 20 appear to find fulfillment in verses one through nine 
of Psalm 21. As Thomas B. Warren notes, “Psalms 20 constitutes an intercession 
for Jehovah’s help while Psalm 21 is an expression of gratitude for that help” (The 
Eighth Annual Southwest Lectures, Vol. 1, p. 116). Let us first observe several 
precious joys that those who truly trust in Jehovah possess. There is the joy of — 

The Strength of God. “The King shall joy in thy strength, O Jehovah…” (Psa. 
21:1a). King David realizes that his victories in war are not because of his army's 
superior strength. God will bless and be with those who walk with Him and trust in 
His counsel. God’s people of old were not to trust in chariots nor were they to 
“multiply horses” (Deut. 17:16). As the Psalmist says, “Some (trust) in chariots, 
and some in horses; but we will make mention of the name of Jehovah our God” 
(Psa. 20:7). It would be a different world today if everyone realized and respected 
where true strength comes from! 

Contentment of Heart. “Thou hast given him his heart’s desire” (Psa. 21:2a). 
As his Creator, God knows man’s needs. Jehovah hears the prayers of those who 
walk according to His rule. God gives the King and people that which they 
petitioned Him for (Psa. 20:3-5).  

Answered Prayer. “[Thou] hast not withholden the request of his lips” (Psa. 
21:2b). God answers the prayers of His faithful followers. James admonishes, “Ye 
lust, and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have 
not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
spend (it) in your pleasures” (James 4:2-3).  

One must trust in God and faithfully petition Him in prayer. This means a child 
of God must “ask, seek, [and] knock” (Matt. 7:7) to open the storehouse of God’s 
available blessings. “If the Psalm is prophetic of our Lord, then we only wonder 
how often Jesus prayed for the salvation of mankind…” (The Songs And Devotions 
Of David, Vol. 1, p. 263). 

Providential Goodness. “For thou meetest him with the blessings of goodness” 
(Psa. 21:3a). There is no doubt but that God knows of all the needs of His children. 
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He mercifully supplies certain physical blessings to both the just and the unjust 
(Matt. 5:45). Spiritual blessings are also plentiful and available, but in this 
Christian age they are found only in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3). As children of God, 
we need to believe as did David that “goodness and lovingkindness [will follow 
us] all the days of [our] life” (Psa. 23:6). 

Being Crowned With Honor. “Thou settest a crown of fine gold on his head” 
(Psa. 21:3b). As Warren noted,  

  
“The crown of gold” no doubt indicates that God has validated the 
sovereignty of the king (v. 3). . . God not only put the crown on his head but 
kept it there in the face of the efforts of others to remove it [117].  
Waycaster has this comment on the crown: 
  
In the deeper sense, our Lord was crowned with the greatest of all crowns, 
here fittingly represented by a “crown of find gold.” Jesus wore the thorn-
crown but now wears the glory-crown...This crown is set upon his head most 
firmly, and whereas other monarchs find their diadems fitting loosely, his is 
fixed so that no power can move it, for Jehovah himself has set it upon his 
brow [262]. 
  
Eternal Life. “He asked life of thee, thou gavest it him, even length of days for 

ever and ever” (Psa. 21:4). A King’s life is always exposed to danger. David was a 
man of war, and battles are dangerous. Not only was David’s life spared on many 
occasions, but several commentators note that God gave David much more than he 
had asked. David would eventually die, but his descendants would continue to 
occupy the throne. This promise will see its fruition in the reign of Christ. Coffman 
agrees by stating: 

  
Also, as both Maclaren and Dahood pointed out Divine attributes are also 
ascribed to "the King" of this passage in Ps 21:6, thus clearly distinguishing 
the earthly king David from the glorious "Son of David" introduced in the 
first verse of the New Testament. 
The faithful child of God today has hope beyond the grave — “a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). Such is 
possible because of God’s great love for man and the willing death of the Savior on 
Calvary’s cross. 

Perfect Assurance. “For the king trusteth in Jehovah; and through the 
lovingkindness of the Most High he shall not be moved” (Psa. 21:7). David was not 
ashamed or embarrassed by his complete trust in God. Christians today should 
imitate David in this trait. Barnes, in his commentary, makes this noteworthy point: 

  
his throne would be firm; he himself would live a life of integrity, purity, 
and prosperity; and the promises which had been so graciously made to him, 
and which extended so far into the future, would all be accomplished. The 
truth taught here is, that however firm or prosperous our way seems to be, 
the continuance of our prosperity, and the completion of our hopes and our 



designs, depend wholly on the "mercy" or the favor of the Most High. 
Confiding in that, we may feel assured that whatever changes and reverses 
we may experience in our temporal matters, our ultimate welfare will be 
secure. Nothing can shake a hope of heaven that is founded on his gracious 
promises as made through a Saviour. 
  
Let us now observe the miseries of those who fail to ask of and trust in Jehovah. 

They will be — 
Found Out. “Thy hand will find out all thine enemies…” (Psa. 21:8a). Bible 

history teaches again and again that people who despise and reject God’s Word 
will one day meet the hand of divine justice! Guess who wins this battle? 

Agonizing Future. “Thou wilt make them as a fiery furnace in the time of thine 
anger…” (Psa. 21:9a). The wrath of the Lamb of God awaits those who refuse His 
pleas. As the Hebrews writer notes, “of how much sorer punishment, think ye, shall 
he be judged worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace” (Heb. 10:29)? 
  
 
 


