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  Psalms 18 reveals so many wonderful truths about the Heavenly Father. Let us now observe 
verses 25-39 and note His manner of working. Jehovah reveals His — 

Mercifulness To The Merciful. “With the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful…” (Psa. 
18:25). Waycaster in his commentary notes:  

  
It is a curious thing that mankind will perceive of God in precisely the manner of life that 
the individual chooses to live. The eternal truth here is that “God deals with men 
according to their character; he will adapt his providential dealings to the conduct of 
men” (quote from Barnes). 
  
Perfection To The Perfect. “[W]ith the perfect man thou wilt show thyself perfect; With the 

pure thou wilt show thyself pure.” (v. 25b, 26a). If a follower of God will show mercy, then the 
Father will show mercy. If a Christian strives to be upright and pure, God will reward such 
actions. The promises of the Father should encourage holy living! 

Frowardness To The Perverse. “[W]ith the perverse thou wilt show thyself froward” (v. 
26b). One now sees the other side of God. The “perverse” man has a wicked and vile mind. To 
such a person God will show Himself “froward.”  Adam Clarke comments about this side of 
Jehovah, saying: 

  
thou wilt set thyself to twist, twine and wrestle. If he contend, thou wilt contend with 
him. Thou wilt follow him through all his windings; thou wilt trace him through all his 
crooked ways; untwist him in all his cunning wiles; and defeat all his schemes of 
stubbornness, fraud, overreaching, and deceit. 
Purpose In So Dealing With Men. “For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but the haughty 

eyes thou wilt bring down” (v. 27). God’s character is such that He will always rebuke sinfulness 
and pride and seek to lead sinners to repentance (through His Word). His purpose is two-fold: (1) 
To save honest seekers of truth; and (2) bring to naught all proud boasters. 

James, in his practical exhortation to Christians, admonishes against pride and arrogance in 
saying: 

But he giveth more grace. Wherefore (the scripture) saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace to the humble. Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, 
ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in 
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the sight of the Lord, and he shall exalt you (4:6-10). 
  
We next observe God’s many ways of extending mercy. All of His gifts in this area are 

deliverances from darkness, fear, weakness, etc. 
God Gives Light. “For thou wilt light my lamp: Jehovah my God will lighten my darkness” 

(v. 28). The Son of God said, “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil” (John 3:19). If men will 
allow it to do so, the light provided by Christ will dispel the darkness of the world. Coffman says 
of verse 28: “God's lighting his lamp is a reference to the constant enlightenment available to the 
faithful in God's Word.” 

Waycaster comments: 
  
Life’s pathway is fraught with dangerous obstacles. When men reject the word of God, 
they stumble over those things in the dark, to their own destruction. To the righteous, 
however, the path is lit, and the darkness has been dispelled. How grateful we should be 
that God has promised, and providentially provided, light to provide guidance to us as we 
travel life’s pathway. 
  
God Gives Courage. “For by thee I run upon a troop; and by my God do I leap over a wall” 

(Psa. 18:29). The man of faith will not be deterred by troops of the enemy or difficult hedges or 
walls. Bill Jackson speaks of this verse in Volume 1 of the Eighth Annual Southwest Lectures, 
page 103, saying: 

  
This, from one who was terribly distressed and heartsick because of the enemy, and now 
such wondrous and powerful deliverance and relief is found in God’s love and mercy! 
  
God Gives Strength. “The God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect?” 

(v. 32)? Jehovah is more than capable of protecting His children from their enemies. The armor 
God provides for the Christian is able to accomplish its objective. Again, Jackson correctly 
observes: 

  
Here is the acknowledgment that real strength comes from God, and God is praised (1) 
For equipping David with strength, and (2) Making his way perfect. God renders “full 
service” in that He will, in providing His Word for man, enable him to know the right 
way to proceed in his life and by the same word to strengthen. The charge from God is, 
“Be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13), and He provides that which, in our partaking of it, permits 
the strength. 
  
God Gives Stability. “He maketh my feet like hinds' (feet)…” (v. 33). The “hind” or deer is 

agile and sure footed. Just as these animals can navigate difficult terrain with ease, faithful 
children of God can successfully keep from slipping into the slippery quagmire of sin. 

God Gives Wisdom. “He teacheth my hands to war…” (v. 34). Ours is a spiritual battle and 
Divine wisdom is needed! As Paul says,  

“For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual (hosts) of 
wickedness in the heavenly (places). Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to stand” (Eph. 6:12-13). 
  
God Gives Victory. “Great deliverance giveth he to his king…” (v. 50). Victory through 

Christ Jesus is promised to those who die in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:57; Rev. 14:13)! 
  
 
 


