
 
 

 
  

The Grace Of God The Grace Of God The Grace Of God The Grace Of God As DelivererAs DelivererAs DelivererAs Deliverer 

 
 
 

  David sings the 18th Psalm not as a lofty king but as a lowly servant. From the 
beginning of this Psalm, David unashamedly declares that he will love, take refuge 
in (trust), and call upon Jehovah for his salvation. Although there are some 
tremendous heights in life, there are also some dark depths. This Psalm records the 
experiences that David endured, but it is also prophetic of the sufferings, the death, 
and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us now observe — 
The Need. “The cords [sorrows, KJV] of death compassed me” (18:4a). David 

now must depend upon God for help and strength as it appears earthly blessings 
are slipping away and the darkness of despair makes its presence felt. Bill Jackson 
stated in the Eight Annual Southwest Lectures, Book of the Psalms, p. 99, Vol. 1: 

  
The sorrows (cords, as with a binding of one) promising death, with a 
picture of hell (Sheol, the grave) beckoning, engulfed him. He pictures it as 
being surrounded by such. 
  
“The floods of ungodliness made me afraid” (18:4b). Godly men will always be 

tested by ungodly men. It is fearful indeed to see the enemy moving in like the 
flood of a raging river. The world’s mindset is always opposed to the purpose of 
one with godly intentions. 

  
“The cords of Sheol were round about me; the snares of death came upon me” 

(18:5). David sees himself surrounded by snares intended to cause harm and not 
good. Jackson again writes: 

Ungodly men by their influences and devices against him threatened him 
with the torrents issuing from them, and snares sent forth to meet him came 
from the same ungodly elements. And, such a picture is not far removed 
from the plight of man, in this Christian age, who lives away from God and 
is influenced by all that is non-spiritual in the world. Death beckons, and 
Satan wants victory over him. Satan has untold numbers of bonds, cords, and 
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fetters to use against man, holding him, with the consent of his own will, in 
sin and away from God. 
  
“In my distress, I called upon Jehovah, and cried unto my God…” (18:6a). 

David’s cry to God for help is sincere and with his whole heart. When man realizes 
he is incapable of extracting himself from certain difficulties of life, it makes 
obedience to God’s will much easier. Souls would be much better off today if they 
realized the weakness and fallibility of man and the strength and infallibility of 
Jehovah! 

The Deliverance. “He bowed the heavens also, and came down; and thick 
darkness was under his feet” (18:9). God is always aware of the cry of distress of 
His own. Jackson says:  

  
“intent on coming to the aid of his own, God is seen as bending or stretching 
the heavens to give attention to his saint’s need, and from realms unseen by 
man God came forth, unhindered by darkness. 
  
Waycaster observes in Songs and Devotions of David, Vol. 1, p. 214: 
  
The enemy may have had their armament, but it is the prayer of a godly man 
that will bring victory. A trusting heart may, by enlisting divine aid, turn the 
table on its enemies. 
The language also seems to be prophetic of the coming and suffering of Christ 

in answer to man’s need to be saved from sin. 
“He sent from on high, he took me; He drew me out of many waters” (18:16). If 

we, like David, are to be drawn out of our sins and many sorrows, we must be 
submissive to God’s drawing power. The drawing power for all people today is the 
gospel — the glorious Word of God! Paul reminds all who will hear of the truth 
that he is “not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). And, 
as a child of God, there is every reason to call upon Jehovah in time of trouble. As 
Jackson observes: 

  
We are thus reminded that God’s children can have an enduring way of 
escape, when the temptations of life are upon them, and even when the trials 
are extremely heavy, the soul need not be overcome (1 Cor. 10:13). 
  
“He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them that hated me; for they 

were too mighty for me” (Psa. 18:17). All enemies of God and His people will one 
day face the fiery blast of the Creator’s wrath. It is a fact that the devil is a mighty 
foe. Peter warns, “Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). One must never 
take lightly Satan and his ministers who fashion themselves as ministers of 
righteousness (2 Cor. 11:15). Doing such has been the downfall of many! 

It is a comfort and blessing for the faithful to know that One mightier than 
Satan has come to seek, save, and provide the victory. The writer of Hebrews 



encourages Christians in saying, “Since then the children are sharers in flesh and 
blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the same; that through death he 
might bring to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might 
deliver all them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage” (Heb. 2:14-15). 

  
“He delivered me, because he delighted in me” (Psa. 18:19). God delights in 

extending grace (favor, love, mercy) to the faithful. Waycaster correctly notes that: 
  
 the very fact that He DOES delight in us ought to motivate us to deep 
adoration and appreciation for the God who created this with the sound of 
His voice. 
  
“Jehovah hath rewarded me according to my righteousness…” (18:20). One 

will never seek and serve God in vain! Those who want God to delight in them 
must live righteously. Doing such will yield bountiful blessings and benefits from 
God. God is capable and willing to provide for and reward the faithful. As Jackson 
states, “The worthy man of God is seen as possessing ‘clean hands and a pure 
heart’” (Psa. 24:4).  
  
 
 


