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  Plague after plague fell upon the hard-hearted Egyptian Pharaoh. The land was 
reeling from the mighty hand of God. Water was turned to blood (Exo. 7:20), frogs 
covered the land (8:6), lice afflicted man and beast (8:17), swarms of flies 
corrupted the land (8:24), deadly disease killed the Egyptian’s cattle (9:6), and then 
terrible boils broke out upon man and beast. (9:9). Four more plagues will follow 
before Pharaoh reluctantly relents and lets Israel depart from Egypt (hail, locusts, 
darkness, and death of the firstborn. But let us focus our study for now upon this 
7th plague from God! 

The evidence of God’s existence and mighty power is not enough to convince 
some men to yield to His will. We see: 

God Warning of Judgment! God’s words are plain: “Behold, tomorrow about 
this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail…” (9:18). First, we see His “I 
will”  was certain and sure. The wrath of hail was coming, but there still was time 
for protection. Second, the hail was to occur tomorrow, and this leaves no time for 
postponing the preparation for shelter.  

God warns today that life is short. James says, “whereas ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away” (4:14). Although the Bible says, “The judge 
standeth before the doors” (James 5:9) and “now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 
6:2), many today procrastinate and live as if there will be many tomorrows.  

God’s Earnest Entreaty!  “Now therefore send, hasten in thy cattle and all 
that thou hast in the field; for every man and beast that shall be found in the field, 
and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall 
die” (Exo. 9:19). The judgment of God was coming (the hail), but God offers the 
people a way of escape (His mercy).  First, the people and beasts were to be 
“brought home” for safety. Every living thing left outside would die. Second, such 
was to be done with haste lest time run out! 

Today we are reminded that salvation is found only “in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 
2:10). In case one objects to saying that salvation is only in Christ, I refer you to 
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the words of Peter who stated of Jesus, “And in none other is there salvation: for 
neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). One who fails to seek refuge in Christ will perish. 
Obeying the gospel is the only way to get into Christ. One must hear God’s Word 
(Rom. 10:17), repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), confess Christ as God’s only begotten 
(Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38). Baptism 
is the final step in God’s plan of salvation that puts one into Christ (Gal. 3:27) 
where salvation is located! Baptism is a burial or immersion and occurs before one 
has newness of life (Rom. 6:4). Now to those who delight in teaching that baptism 
has nothing to do with one’s salvation, read Romans 6:4 again and argue with God 
as to when salvation (newness of life) occurs! 

Many today reject God’s plan for safety in Christ Jesus. Others, while probably 
knowing they ought to obey the gospel, convince themselves God’s judgment will 
not come for a few more days, weeks, or years. Listen to God, and seek refuge at 
once! 

The Obedience of Faith! “He that feared the word of Jehovah among the 
servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses” (Exo. 
9:20). God was merciful to the Egyptians in that He gave them one day of grace. 
All that believed God obeyed His message and fled to homes for protection. This 
is a classic example of people being saved by grace through faith. There is nothing 
mysterious or miraculous about their faith. Their faith came by hearing and 
obeying the Word of God. We know the fate of those who heard God but refused 
to take shelter. 

People today must also hear and act upon the Word of God. Romans 10:17 
says, “So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” God 
speaks today only through His Word (Heb. 1:1-2). His Word must be accepted as 
truth (John 17:17) and obeyed (John 14:15). There is a vast difference between 
believing in God and believing God. Many people believe that God exists, but they 
are not willing to comply with His divine will. The majority of humanity still 
insists on being saved the way they want to be saved, and worshipping the way 
they want to worship. One who will not do what God says must be done does not 
believe God! This truth should be simple enough for any accountable person to 
grasp! 

The Price of Unbelief! “And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt all 
that was in the field, both man and beast; and the hail smote every herb of the 
field, and brake every tree of the field” (Exo. 9:25). Unbelief leads to indifference, 
and indifference leads to destruction! The Egyptians who did not flee to their 
homes for safety were killed by the hail as God had promised. Bible history is a 
wonderful teacher if people will humble themselves and be taught! 

Today, God warns that those who refuse to seek salvation in Christ  will be 
eternally lost. Christ is indeed the Savior, but He is the author of salvation only to 
those “ that obey him” (Heb. 5:9). The question: “Do you believe salvation is only 
in Christ Jesus?” If so, will you obey the gospel, and be added to the Lord’s 
church? 
  
 



 


