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  One’s conscience must be correctly informed and then one must faithfully and 
constantly act upon the knowledge and truth in his possession. To do otherwise is 
to violate the conscience and sin against God! The devil knows that a Christian’s 
convictions are useless unless he has the courage to act upon his convictions. The 
Word of God cannot be heard and ignored and one be counted faithful to the cause 
of Christ. The Bible clearly teaches one deceives or deludes himself when he hears 
but then fails to do what he knows to be true (James 1:22). The courage to act upon 
God’s commands is one of the most needed things both inside and outside the 
Lord’s church. 

The words that will haunt many people throughout eternity are these: “To him 
therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). 
The primary application of these words within their context is clear, but the 
principle “extends to the whole theater of faith and the obligations incumbent upon 
men” (Coffman’s Commentary on James).  

Every person must answer one simple question: “Is it good to obey the Lord?” 
Peter and the apostles demonstrated and taught one “must obey God rather than 
men” (Acts 5:29). Paul also taught this truth, saying, “his servants ye are whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness” (Rom. 6:16). 
Jesus admonishes, “blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it”  (Luke 
11:28). There can be no doubt but that it is always good to obey the Lord and 
always bad (sinful) to disobey Him!  

People Outside The Church! The Bible teaches that salvation is “in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:10). Christ is the “saviour of the body” (Eph. 5:23). The church 
and the body are the same (Eph. 5:22-23). There is only one body (Eph. 4:4).  One 
is baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27) and the Lord adds that one to His body which is 
His church (Acts 2:38, 41, 47).  

Peter taught baptism has a part in saving one’s soul (1 Pet. 3:21). Saul of Tarsus 
remained in his sins until baptism washed them away (Acts 22:16). Jesus stated, 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be 
condemned” (Mark 16:16). The conclusion is inescapable – one must be baptized 
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in order to “put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27) and be saved! 
Do those outside of Christ have the courage to act upon what God’s Word 

teaches? To know what to do to be saved and not do it is sin! The gospel plan of 
salvation demands that one hear the Word (Rom. 10:17), obey (Matt. 7:21), repent 
(Luke 13:3), confess (Rom. 10:9-10), and be baptized for the remission of sin 
(Acts 2:38). God will render “vengeance to them that know not God, and to them 
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:8). The courage to act upon 
God’s truth is essential if one is to become a Christian! 

Brethren Inside The Church!  
It is a shame and disgrace that many who once obeyed the gospel no longer 

have the courage to abide by the Word of God. Liberalism, cronyism, and 
brotherhood political correctness has wrecked havoc with the Lord’s church. 
Elders and preachers boldly declare they will stand foursquare for truth and right 
until they discover who the guilty sinner is! Brotherhood status has become much 
more important to some than God’s Word! Talk is bold until an untouchable 
preacher or sacred cow (school of preaching, Christian University, Apologetics 
Press, etc.) is involved and then the courage to act upon truth disappears. Dave 
Miller’s false teaching and practice of Elder Revaluation/Reaffirmation and 
Marriage Intent is one well-documented case in point and yet many continue to 
fellowship this one who steadfastly refuses to repent of his wrongdoing. Some who 
might not invite Dave Miller to speak on their lectureship nonetheless prohibit 
speakers on the lectureship from mentioning Miller and his false teaching. This 
writer submitted a requested manuscript on repentance to Southwest School of 
Preaching in 2006 and was cancelled for refusal to agree to delete a paragraph and 
footnote in the manuscript proving Miller’s involvement with the false elder 
“reaffirmation/reevaluation” process at Brown Trail church of Christ. Southwest 
also wanted a promise from this writer that Miller and his wrong-doing would not 
be mentioned in the oral presentation of the lecture.  The actions of many brethren 
indicate the Lord’s church can be splintered and mockery made of truth, but one 
dare not endanger the head of a sacred cow! 

Congregations of the Lord’s people can fail to have the courage to act upon 
truth. Instrumental music is sanctioned and implemented in worship in an attempt 
to please people (Eph. 5:19). Elders give ladies leadership roles in the church that 
God forbids (1 Tim. 2:11-12). Members, instead of assembling together, split up 
into cell groups in different homes on Sunday evenings (Heb. 10:25). 
Entertainment and recreation replaces worshipping “in spirit and truth”  (John 
4:24). Spontaneity is encouraged in the worship service and disdain is shown for 
doing things decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40). Sin is tolerated and overlooked 
instead of being rebuked and fellowship withdrawn from the guilty (Rom. 16:17-
18; 1 Cor. 5:7, 11; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14). No effort is made to restore a brother or sister 
who errs from the truth (Gal. 6:1).  

Will you and I have the courage to act upon what we know to be true? To sin 
willfully after knowing the truth will result in spiritual death (Heb. 10:26)!  
  
 
 


