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  Three times in Jeremiah chapter nine God calls attention to the fact that His 
people refuse to glory in Him. Jehovah is the Creator and sustainer of life, and He 
should be the sole object of man’s glory and honor. Let us now observe these three 
instances where God reminds His people of their negligence: 

  
“And they bend their tongue, as it were their bow, for falsehood; and they are 

grown strong in the land, but not for truth: for they proceed from evil to evil, and 
they know not me, saith Jehovah” (Jer. 9:3).  

“Thy habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me, 
saith Jehovah” (v. 6). 

“But let them that glorieth glory in this, that he hath understanding and 
knoweth me, that I am Jehovah who exerciseth lovingkindness, justice, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith Jehovah” (v. 24).  

  
What Some Glory In! There are three areas of worldly glory that have a 

strangle hold on most people. Each area has the power to easily destroy one’s soul. 
  
The wise encounter a great temptation to glory in their wisdom. Worldly 
wisdom is a most sought after commodity and rare is the person who is not 
affected in an adverse way by such wisdom. God has stated, “I will destroy 
the wisdom of the wise, And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to 
nought. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 
world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the world”  (1 Cor. 1:19-
20)? 
  
The mighty are tempted to glory in their might! When God’s people of old 
demanded a king to be like the other nations, God permitted their request but 
with some restrictions. One restriction read, “Only he shall not multiply 
horses to himself …” (Deut. 17:16). The warning against multiplying horses 
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in that day is a reference to trusting in military might. God’s people were to 
trust in Him – not themselves! How quickly one can be brought to his knees 
who trusts in his own power! This is true of an individual or a nation. 
  
The rich are tempted to glory in their riches! Jesus taught, “It is easier for a 
camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Mark 10:25). Wealth is not inherently evil, but the “love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). It is trusting in wealth 
that is the downfall of many; one must not become high-minded or have his 
“hope set on the uncertainty of riches” (1 Tim. 6:17). Riches can become 
one’s idol, and in so doing make God much less important than He might 
otherwise be. The bottom line is that “no flesh should glory before God” (1 
Cor. 1:27).  
  
What We Should Glory In! Jeremiah had it exactly right – “let him that 

glorieth glory in this, that he has understanding, and knoweth me …” (Jer. 7:24). 
One can know God in only one way – through the revelation of His Word. The 
Scriptures teach, “So belief cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
(Rom. 10:17). All other glorying shall one day be put to shame. The Corinthian 
brethren were reminded, “that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31).  

Jeremiah gives three reasons for glorying in God: 
His Lovingkindness! God has long exercised “lovingkindness” toward His 
people, and He continues to do so even now (7:24). God’s “lovingkindness” 
is “precious”  and encourages people to “take refuge under the shadow of 
[His] wings” (Psa. 36:7). Jehovah’s great love is seen in the giving of His 
only begotten Son (John 3:16). Let us not take God’s longsuffering and 
kindness as tolerance for sin because He is “not slack concerning his 
promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering to you-ward, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 
Pet. 3:9).  
His Judgment! The Psalmist declares, “righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of his throne” (97:2). God supports righteousness but is opposed 
to wickedness wherever it is found. We should glory in God’s judgment of 
sin and the sinner! 
His Righteousness! Jehovah is the “righteous Father” (John 17:25). The 
Lord is the “righteous judge” (2 Tim. 4:8). All of God’s commandments are 
righteousness (Psa. 119:172). We glory in God by seeking first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness (cf. Matt. 6:33). 
  
In what or whom do you glory? The salvation of your soul will depend on the 

answer to this question. Glorying in self or others will cause one to miss that 
“house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens”  (2 Cor. 5:1). 
  
 
 


