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  The twenty-sixth chapter of Leviticus reveals two paths that one can choose to 
travel. The path of obedience leads to every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3) and a 
home in Heaven. The path of disobedience leads to eternal ruin and everlasting 
misery in an eternal Hell. The Lord affirms this truth again in saying, “Enter ye in 
by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and 
straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it” (Matt. 7:13-
14). Let us profit from studying some characteristics of the obedient as outlined in 
Leviticus 26. 

The obedient will have no idols! Jehovah states, “Ye shall make you no idols, 
neither shall ye rear you up a graven image, or a pillar, neither shall ye place any 
figured stone in your land, to bow down unto it: for I am Jehovah your God” (Lev. 
26:1). Idols can come in many forms for the child of God. It may be the television, 
radio, or a video game. It could be the lake, golf course, or bowling alley. For some 
who can afford it, it is the desire to travel and see all the great sights of the world. 
It might be a husband or wife, a child or grandchild. For the Christian, an idol is 
something he thinks more of than he does the Heavenly Father. Idolatry is the sin 
that puts someone or something between you and God. And, yes, one can bow 
down to or worship some man-made idol today. The Scriptures, however, remind 
man that he should only bow to the Heavenly Father (Rom. 14:11; Eph. 3:14). The 
Lord Himself taught, “And call no man your father on the earth: for one is your 
Father, (even) he who is in heaven” (Matt. 23:9). Any form of idolatry is sinful, 
and the obedient to God will not allow idols in their lives! 

The obedient will reverence their appointments with God! Under the Old 
Law, God said: “Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am 
Jehovah” (26:2). The Sabbath was not to be disregarded or treated as other days of 
the week. The Sabbath was not for the people’s pleasure, but was to honor and 
worship God.  

The New Testament states, “not forsaking our own assembling together, as the 

 
Marvin L. Weir 

 

 



custom of some is…“(Heb. 10:25). Christians are to worship God “in spirit and 
truth”  (John 4:24). The Lord’s Day, Sunday, is not for our own selfish pleasure. 
The pulpit is not to be turned into a three-ring circus or theatre. One does not 
reverence the Lord’s Day by seeking to be entertained with drama or humorous 
stories. As Colossians 3:17 admonishes, “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” 

God has graciously given unto man six days to keep appointments that are 
necessary in this life. But on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, man has a standing 
appointment with God! All of the excuses in the world will not make that 
appointment disappear.  

The obedient are guided by a “thus saith the Lord!” Under the Old Law, 
God’s blessings were conditional: “If ye walk in my statutes, and keep my 
commandments, and do them” (26:3). Obeying God is not an option for the faithful 
under the New Covenant. Jesus declares, “If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments” (John 14:3). The Word of God has long been “settled in Heaven” 
(Psa. 119:89). It must not be compromised or amended. One’s feelings and 
personal preferences do not matter. If Christians do not “walk in the light” of 
God’s truth, the blood of Jesus will not cleanse them from their sins (1 John 1:7). 

The obedient consider it a privilege to do the will of God (26:3)! Some 
people do not consider it a privilege and joy to worship and serve God. They 
murmur, complain, and begrudge everything they are asked to do. They have no 
desire to make any sacrifice to serve the Lord. Christ Jesus describes the wise man 
as one who “heareth these words of mine, and doeth them” (Matt. 7:24). James 
warns, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding your own 
selves” (James 1:22). One’s actions vividly depict who he has chosen to honor and 
serve! 

Blessings also accompany the obedient. Note: 
The obedient enjoy fruitfulness! God promises: “then I will give your rains in 

their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall 
yield their fruit” (Lev. 26:4). Spiritual blessings depend upon our faithfulness to 
God. Remember the Lord’s promise in Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye first his 
kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you” 
(Matt. 6:33). 

The obedient will enjoy peace and rest! To those under the Old Law, God 
promised peace in the land (26:6). To those who will faithfully follow the Lord 
today, the Savior promises, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Matt. 11:28-29). The 
peace and rest that the Lord can provide is not available at any price; it is only 
attained by submissive obedience! 

The obedient enjoy Divine fellowship! To those under the Old Law, God said, 
“And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people” 
(26:12). Nothing has changed for those who travel the path of obedience. The New 
Testament declares, “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of 
Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the 



Father and the Son” (2 John 9). Much is said today about progress, but far too 
often progress is made in the wrong direction. To go beyond a “thus saith the 
Lord” is sin, and only moves one closer to eternal destruction. 

God created all people as free moral agents. Each person of accountability has 
the power of choice. One chooses either the path of obedience or the path of 
disobedience. The difference is Heaven or Hell. Choose wisely! 
  
 
 


