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    The Jews had every advantage and were looking for the coming of the 
Messiah. When the Messiah (Christ) came, they rejected Him (the chief 
Cornerstone) and the kingdom of God was taken from them and given to another 
(Gentiles, Matt. 21:43). Religious knowledge, fiery enthusiasm, and unwavering 
obedience are all empty and meaningless when one ceases to follow the Lord who 
is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Let us observe some lessons 
from the parable of the wicked husbandmen. 

First, the “householder” (God) did the planting, hedging, digging, and building 
(Matt. 21:33). God did so very much for Israel as His chosen nation. He delivers 
them from Egyptian captivity, leads them through the wilderness, gives them 
houses they did not build, cisterns they did not dig, vineyards they did not plant, 
and Israel proved to be a fruitless and faithless vine. It is fatal for people to reject 
God’s love, mercy, and compassion while basking in what they consider to be their 
own accomplishments. 

 Men today have not purchased the Lord’s church; it was purchased by the 
precious blood of Christ through the grace of God (Acts 20:28), and made 
available to all people. May we carefully consider the life we are living lest we 
commit spiritual suicide as did the majority of the Israelites! 

Second, let us not live beneath our privileges as Israel chose to do. By God’s 
wonderful grace, Israel became the honored recipient of divine wisdom and 
knowledge. The Jews had the opportunity to allow God’s love to mold them into a 
great people, but they spurned Jehovah’s blessings for idols and a king like the 
nations they had conquered.  

The Christian today has access to every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus (Eph. 
1:3). Christians are warned, “And be not fashioned according to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2). Yet, regardless of God’s 
merciful warning, many people choose to be spiritually bankrupt by wallowing in 
the evil of darkness instead of “walking in the light” (1 John 1:7) of His glorious 
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truths.  
Third, even though the Master is in the far country, He is mindful of his 

vineyard, and sends His servants to gather in His fruit. The Jews rejected the 
message and the nurturing of the prophets as they “beat”  and “killed”  and 
“stoned” them (v. 35). There is not a glimmer of gratitude for the wonderful 
privileges so graciously bestowed upon them. The Israelites chose to do despite to 
the Spirit of grace, and continuing in this choice would allow no recovery from 
their sins. 

Think about what people do in the name of religion today! Many folks use 
religion to achieve their own personal interests and feather their cozy and worldly 
nests. They give not a second thought to abusing sacred matters and principles. 
Self is glorified while God demoted to a distant memory. All people need to 
remember that “it is a fearful things to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 
10:31).   

Fourth, God is longsuffering and willing to bestow mercy if only people will 
listen to Him and repent of their sins. In spite of the cruelty with which the Jews 
treated God’s prophets, He sent His only begotten Son in hope they would 
reverence and obey Him (Matt. 21:37). The Savior becoming flesh (John 1:14) 
only brought out the hatred of the Jews against God as “they cried out exceedingly, 
Crucify him” (Mark 15:14).  

A child of God can “crucify...the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame” (Heb. 6:6). As Coffman observes, “The Calvinistic concept of the 
impossibility of apostasy, or the final perseverance of the saints, has always been 
nothing but a delusion.” 

Fifth, rebellion against God will produce unreasonable and ungodly actions. 
The Jews reasoned among themselves, saying, “This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him, and take his inheritance” (Matt. 21:38). They claimed to be looking for the 
Messiah, but when He came they brazenly said, “We have no king but Caesar” 
(John 19:15).  

Even though it is for their benefit and learning, many people today refuse to 
listen to the things “written aforetime” (Rom. 15:4). So many folks profess to 
honor Christ with their lips, but their actions prove otherwise. One cannot love 
God and follow man-made doctrine. Jesus said, “But in vain do they worship me, 
Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men” (Matt. 15:8-9). Even God’s 
children who “go beyond the things which are written” (1 Cor. 4:6) do so in vain! 
One who does not abide in the teaching of Christ may say he is of God, but he is 
not (2 John 9).  

Sixth, eternal destruction is the destiny of all who defy the Lord and His will 
(Matt. 21:41). The one who “hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace” can expect to receive only the 
“vengeance” of God (Heb. 10:29-30). 

The day is coming for each of us when we will “be made manifest before the 
judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). On this 



great Day of the Lord our only concern will be whether or not we were found 
faithfully walking “in the light, as he is in the light” (1 John 1:7). 
 May we learn from this parable of the Lord before it is too late! 
 
 


