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  In Psalms 34:11 David says, “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of Jehovah.” When one teaches the fear of God, he teaches 
people how to know Jehovah’s will for their lives and to live in such a way as to 
incur His favor. In consideration of the above scripture Coffman says and also 
quotes from George DeHoff: 

  
 "David was a famous musician, a statesman, and a great soldier; but he does 
not say, 'I will teach you to play on the harp,' or 'how to handle the sword, or 
the spear, or to draw the bow,' nor, 'to know the maxims of state policy,' but 
'I will teach you the fear of the Lord.'" The knowledge that David here 
proposed to teach the young is the best knowledge of all; it is better than 
knowing all of the sciences, all of the arts, and all of the secrets of making 
war. Today, many a learned man is simply an ignoramus unless he also 
knows the Lord. 
  
David speaks the truth about — 
  
Desire. “What man is he that desireth life, and loveth (many) days, that he may 

see good” (Psa. 34:12)? The mind of man must be focused upon the proper object 
if he is to love many days and enjoy good things. The mind or heart that truly 
desires to “see good” is much closer to the narrow gate than the wide one that 
leads to eternal destruction. David can speak with experience about what pleases 
God and what does not please the Creator! 

Evil. “Keep thy tongue from evil … Depart from evil…” (Psa. 34:13-14). 
Barnes comments on keeping the tongue from evil, saying: 

  
From speaking wrong things. Always give utterance to truth, and truth alone. 
The meaning is, that this is one of the methods of lengthening out life. To 
love the truth; to speak the truth; to avoid all falsehood, slander, and deceit, 
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will contribute to this, or will be a means which will tend to prolong life, and 
to make it happy. 
  
Those who speak or do evil can never be pleasing unto God for He is opposed 

to all evil. The apostle Paul admonishes, “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor 
that which is evil; cleave to that which is good” (Rom. 12:9). One cannot go to 
Heaven unless he separates himself from his sins! Sometimes sin presents itself in 
the form of a false religion. The writer of Hebrews exhorts Christians who were 
entertaining returning to Judaism to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us” 
(Heb. 12:1). The one in opposition to God must forsake his evil way if Heaven is 
his goal. 

Peace. David encouraged people to “seek peace” (Psa. 34:14). One will notice 
that David did not say people had to make peace but rather seek peace. It may be 
impossible to have peace with certain men. Today, in our brotherhood, there are far 
too many who desire “peace at any price.” Indifferent and spineless members of 
the Lord’s church value peace more than truth. There can be no peace with the 
false teacher and enemy of the bride of Christ! A Christian can, however, seek to 
abide by the teaching of the Scriptures. As Paul states, “If it be possible, as much 
as in you lieth, be at peace with all men” (Rom. 12:18). Such peace we might 
desire is never to be entertained at the expense of Bible truth! 

Prayer. “The eyes of Jehovah are toward the righteous, and his ears are (open) 
unto their cry…(The righteous) cried, and Jehovah heard, and delivered them out 
of all their troubles” (Psa. 34:15, 17). David well knew the dangers and 
consequences of sin and wants it known that God hears only the prayers of the one 
who is willing to repent and turn from his evil deeds. As Barnes says of the 
Psalmist, “He assures others that the way to secure life and find prosperity is to 
pursue such a course as will ensure the favor and protection of God.”  

In stark contrast, it is worthwhile to note that “the face of Jehovah is against 
them that do evil, to cut of the remembrance of them from the earth” (Psa. 34:16). 
As Barnes observes, “There is nothing to make men desire to retain their 
recollection, or to rear monuments to them.”  

Nearness. “Jehovah is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and saveth 
such as are of a contrite spirit” (Psa. 34:18). One who is not in fellowship with 
God will not be heartbroken because of unrighteousness. The proud are often 
rebellious and not that attuned to spiritual matters. Isaiah is clear to whom God is 
near in stating, “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite” (57:15). May we strive to draw near unto God! 

Affliction. “Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but Jehovah delivereth 
him out of them all” (Psa. 34:19). Barnes stresses this point:  

  
Religion does not exempt them FROM suffering, but it sustains them IN it; 
it does not deliver them from all trials in this life, but it supports them in 
their trials, which it teaches them to consider as a preparation for the life to 



come. 
  
This was true of Daniel (6:16-23) who was in the den of lions, and of the 

Hebrews who were in the fiery furnace (Daniel 3:12-28). This is not to advocate 
that God works miraculously today in the life of the Christian — He does not! God 
does, however, in His providential working provide for His children. 

Perseverance. “Jehovah redeemeth the soul of his servants; and none of them 
that take refuge in him shall be condemned” (Psa. 34:22). Those who truly serve 
God trust in Him. One who so trusts is willing to take refuge in Christ to whom the 
Father has given all authority (Matt. 28:18). To those who obey Him, He is “the 
author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9).  

If we as Christians will persevere as we journey through this world all will be 
well with our souls. The Savior truly is “the way, and the truth, and the life…” 
(John 14:6). 
  
 
 


