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 Wickedness runs rampant in this world but is at its worst under the cover of 
darkness. Those serving in the area of law enforcement are almost always the 
busiest at night. The Master stated, “And this is the judgment, that the light is come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works 
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the 
light, lest his works should be reproved” (John 3:19-20). Coffman comments on 
these verses, saying: 

Jesus thus revealed that loving darkness rather than light is due, not to 
intelligence or learning, but to evil works. In an age when infidelity 
masquerades under all kinds of disguises, especially that of intelligence and 
erudition, this is an extremely important verse. Its very first application, of 
course, was to the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus' time, who pretended 
such a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, but who, in the last analysis, 
knew nothing at all about them…. Wicked people are essentially night 
operators, being afraid of the light which could expose them…Spiritually, 
the same principles hold. Wicked and unspiritual people stay as far as 
possible away from any study or discussion of God's word. If they attend 
worship at all, it is prompted by other considerations than a desire to know 
God; and for the vast majority of the wicked, worship services are absolutely 
off limits. Lest their works should be reproved ...  This is the reason for the 
wicked's avoidance of contact with truth. Not only would the word of God 
condemn his deeds, but his own conscience would be aroused against 
himself if it became enlightened, a discomfort which the wicked will not 
willingly endure, fleeing from the light to avoid it. 
  
There are prominent characteristics that are on display with the ungodly. The 

ungodly are — 
  
Boastful. “For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire…” (Psa. 10:3a). The 
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desires of the wicked are for those things forbidden by God and injurious to one’s 
soul. Adam Clarke describes this person as one who: 

  
 boasts among his fellows how often he has gratified such and such passions, 
in such and such circumstances. This shows the excess of a depraved and 
imbruted spirit. He who can boast of his iniquity, is in the broad road to 
perdition. 
  
Even the rich man who boasted about productive crops that were lawful was 

labeled by God as a fool who would lose his soul (Luke 12:20). Boasting stands in 
sharp contrast with humility, and righteous Bible characters are never praised for 
their boastful attitudes. 

Perverse. The wicked “blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth” (Psa. 
10:3b, KJV). Some things never change! The covetous today are praised as being 
successful and worthy of being a role model. Many parents want their children to 
marry a covetous person because they are wealthy. We live in a world that honors 
people because of their possessions instead of their pure lives and moral 
convictions. The standard by which all will be judged surely will not be the 
standard that calls light darkness and darkness light! 

Proud. “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after 
God” (Psa. 10:4a). The writer of Proverbs knew well the folly of pride in 
declaring, “Pride (goeth) before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall” 
(16:18). Those whose confidence resides totally in self and the wisdom of the 
world have no sense of their need for God.  

Souls will be lost because of pride. People are too proud to admit they are 
wrong … to repent of their sins … to obey the gospel plan of salvation … to 
submit to a “thus saith the Lord.” As the wise man again said, “When pride 
cometh, then cometh shame; But with the lowly is wisdom” (Prov. 11:2). 

Godless. “All his thoughts are, there is no God” (Psa. 10:4b). Coffman 
comments on this verse as follows: 

  
Christ himself said that a man cannot serve God and Mammon; and any 
person whose god is money is a practical atheist. His thoughts are, There is 
no God. The wicked man depicted here may not have been an avowed 
atheist, but he was a practical atheist. He ordered his life, planned all of his 
deeds, and laid out all of his objectives as if there was no God 
whatever….There are many kinds of atheists: (1) There is the conceited fool 
who thinks he is an intellectual (Ps 14:1; 53:1). (2) There is the proud but 
deceived sinner who has somehow adopted the falsehood that supposes 
atheism to have been derived from superior knowledge or learning. On the 
contrary atheism did not begin in a university, but in the vulgar, reprobate 
village of Nazareth. 
  
The majority of the godless seem to never realize or accept what God in His 

providence does for man on a daily basis. 
Blind. “Thy judgments are far above out of his sight…” (Psa. 10:5b). How can 



one not learn from what God has done in the past? Bible history is a wonderful 
teacher if a person will allow himself to be taught! As it is often said, “There is 
none so blind as the one who refuses to see.” 

Self-confident. “He saith in his heart, I shall not be moved…” (Psa. 10:6a). 
The wise man describes this characteristic of the ungodly in this manner: “Because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” (Eccl. 8:11). Simply believing that you 
are safe and at peace will not prevent the wrath of God and sudden destruction 
becoming a reality. 

Deceived. “He saith in his heart, God hath forgotten; He hideth his face; he 
will never see it” (Psa. 10:11). The ungodly usually act as if God does not exist. 
They are not concerned with the Lord’s vengeance and the Judgment to come. At 
the Day of Judgment, however, the ungodly will know that God has seen their 
mischief and will “requite it” with His hand (Psa. 10:14a)! 
 


