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   It is always good when people recognize what Jehovah has done for mankind 
and desire to respond to His will. God’s love, goodness, and mercy to men should 
motivate people to be obedient to the Creator. In the first ten verses of the 9th 
Psalm, one can find — 

A Joyful Purpose. This purpose was to — 
  
Praise God. “I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my whole heart…” (Psa. 

9:1a). Praise is the expression that flows from a full, contented, and joyful heart. 
The writer of Hebrews declares, “Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to his 
name” (13:15). The salvation made available to us by the sinless sacrifice of Christ 
Jesus demands our sincere and fervent praise.  

There is some discussion as to whether verse three should read “When my 
enemies turn back” or “because mine enemies have turned back. Coffman 
comments as follows:  

The reason for the exultation and joyful thanksgiving and praise of these 
verses is, "God's mighty acts of salvation on behalf of Israel." Furthermore, 
this is true regardless of whether or not the victories had already been given 
or merely prophesied. What God's prophets prophesied was as certain of 
fulfillment as if it had already happened; and that is why the Hebrew writers 
used the present or the past tense regarding the promise of future events. 
Such verbs are called prophetic past, or prophetic present. 
  
Declare God’s Great Works. “I will show forth all thy marvellous works” (Psa. 

9:1b). The great things God has revealed to us through His Word are worthy of 
telling others. People need to be reminded of: 

  
 the creation of all things out of nothing, and the bringing them into the form 
and order in which they are by the word of God; the sustentation of the 
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whole world of creatures in their being, the providential care of them all, the 
preservation of man and beast; and especially the work of redemption …. 
(John Gill’s Exposition of the Old and New Testament). 
  
Exult In God. “I will be glad and exult in thee…” (Psa. 9:2). Other translations 

use the word “rejoice” instead of “exult.” The rejoicing depicted in this verse is 
something much deeper than the happiness produced by the things of this world. 
To rejoice in the Lord is far superior to rejoicing because of random incidents that 
occur in our lives. As the apostle Paul exhorted, “Rejoice in the Lord always: 
again I will say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). 

A Powerful Reason. This reason is threefold as described by the Psalmist and 
is because — 

  
His Faithfulness. “For thou hast maintained my right and my cause …” (Psa. 

9:4b). Barnes, in his commentary, states that “when his enemies came upon him in 
an unprovoked and cruel manner, God had interposed and had defended his cause.” 
Barnes then notes that this “shows that the psalmist refers to something that had 
occurred in the past…” Others, such as Coffman, believe “that God had already 
revealed to David the triumph over enemies which, although yet future, was what 
prompted this outpouring of thanksgiving and praise …” Again, let us remember, 
what God’s mouthpieces said regarding His mighty works were true whether in the 
past or in the future! 

His Power. “Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou hast destroyed the wicked; 
Thou hast blotted out their name for ever and ever” (Psa. 9:5). These “nations” 
(ASV) or “heathen” (KJV) are not identified. When Israel obtained the Promised 
Land, there were Canaanitish nations then existing that were removed from the 
face of the earth. Where are the Hivites and Hittites of old? Job reminds us that the 
pride and possessions of the ungodly “shall depart; (His goods) shall flow away in 
the day of wrath” (Job 20:28).  

His Mercy. “And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee; for thou, 
Jehovah, hast not forsaken them that seek thee” (Psa. 9:10). Coffman states a most 
important truth in regard to the above verses of Scripture. He says: 

  
Knowing God's name, as mentioned here, implies something far beyond 
merely being able to pronounce it. For one truly to know God's name when 
this psalm was written meant loving and serving him; and in our times, it 
means to confess his Son Jesus Christ, obey the Gospel, and walk 
righteously before him. See Luke 6:46. The blessed promise of these verses 
is that God never forsakes his children. They may indeed be sorely tried and 
tempted as was Job, hunted like a wild beast by vicious enemies as was 
David himself, or even, at times, feel forsaken, as did the Christ himself on 
Calvary; but nevertheless they are never forsaken. 
  
The merciful Great Deliver of the past is the same merciful Great Deliver of the 

present and the future! 
Inspiring Hope. This is the — 



  
Hope of Endurance. “But Jehovah sitteth (as king) for ever: He hath prepared 

his throne for judgment” (Psa. 9:7). Wicked nations and their rulers will come and 
go but God will continue to stand and rule. He will never relinquish His rule and 
has “prepared his throne for judgment” which is surely the final judgment at the 
end of time. For the righteous, there is great comfort at standing before the 
merciful One who knows all and is impartial in all His decisions. 

Hope of Righteousness. “And he will judge the world in righteousness, He will 
minister judgment to the peoples in uprightness” (Psa. 9:8). Abraham asked, 
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right” (Gen. 18:25)? Absolutely, in every 
instance! We have God’s promise and therefore the hope of being judged in 
righteousness (Acts 17:31).  

Hope of Salvation. “Jehovah also will be a high tower for the oppressed” (Psa. 
9:9a). What a joy to realize that our refuge in God will guarantee our victory in 
Christ Jesus! As Paul affirms, “For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:3). 
  
 
 


