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  One might argue over many details regarding the national holiday of 
Thanksgiving. Many people regard the nation’s first Thanksgiving to have had its 
beginning in the fall of 1621 with a three day feast by the Pilgrims in celebration of 
a bountiful harvest. Let us reflect back . . . 

The only Thanksgiving that many people give any thought to is the secular 
holiday that provides them an occasion to gather with friends and family to feast 
upon turkey and trimmings while enjoying parades and football games on TV. 
While we are to be thankful for our food, families, and friends, let us guard against 
allowing affluence to rob us of being truly thankful for God and spiritual blessings. 

A tremendous lesson can be learned from the congregation of the Lord’s people 
located at Laodicea. In Revelation 3:15-17 we read: 

 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold 
or hot. So because thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew 
thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten 
riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched 
one and miserable and poor and blind and naked. 
A person ceases to be grateful and thankful when he does not appreciate the 

Giver of all good things (James 1:17). It is strange in one sense that material 
blessings that should produce a sense of thanksgiving to God instead brings 
complacently.  

Jehovah wants people to be thankful not just once a year, but every day of their 
lives. Listen to the words of the Psalmist: 

Make a joyful noise unto Jehovah, all ye lands. Serve Jehovah with 
gladness: come before his presence with singing. Know ye that Jehovah, he 
is God: it is he that hath made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: give thanks unto him, and bless his name. For Jehovah is 
good; His lovingkindness endureth for ever, and his faithfulness unto all 
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generations (Psa. 100:1-5). 
This Psalm reminds man of the blessings that can be his. God is to be 

worshipped and served with gladness. Man must never forget that he belongs to 
God; it is God who has made and sustains human beings. Upon submissive 
obedience, we are entitled to be “the sheep of his pasture.” 

Christians, recipients of all that New Testament Christianity has to offer, have 
more to be thankful for than any other. In Christ was hidden “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3), and the one who is finally “baptized into 
Christ” (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27) has immediate access to “every spiritual blessing” 
(Eph. 1:3). Paul reminded the brethren at Colossae, saying: 

As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and 
builded up in him, and established in your faith, even as ye were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. Take heed lest there shall be any one that 
maketh spoil of you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ: for in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in him ye are made 
full, who is the head of all principality and power” (Col. 2:6-10).  
In encouraging further faithfulness and thanksgiving, Paul admonished the 

Colossians to: 
...let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to the which also ye were called 
in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God. And 
whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:15-17). 
Perhaps the most familiar words regarding expressing thanks to God are found 

in Philippians 4:6-7: 
In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your 
thoughts in Christ Jesus. 
The lingering question is how can one be thankful “in everything?” Coffman, 

in his commentary on Philippians, quotes George Henry Stephenson in a sermon 
given at Highland in Memphis, Tennessee as observing: 

In youth one may thank God for the brightness and prospect of life 
beckoning to the future. 
In age one may thank God that life has extended so long. 
In health one may thank God for the greatest of physical blessings. 
In illness one may thank God for wise physicians, kind nurses and the tender 
concern of loved ones. 
In wealth one may thank God for having been made the steward of such 
large accounts. 
In poverty one may thank God for Him, who though He was rich became 
poor that He might make many rich, and for His special promise, "Blessed 
are ye poor." 
In the event of great loss one may thank God for blessings he is yet 



permitted to retain. 
In death itself, the Christian can thank God for the hope of eternal life. At all 
times and places, in all circumstances and situations, the Christian will thank 
God for Jesus Christ our Lord, for the Father who gave him, for the life he 
lived, the death he died, his resurrection from the dead, and for his 
everlasting gospel which we have received. 
Christians must ever be thankful for the distinctiveness of truth and the 

preciousness of every spiritual blessing. If one does not cherish God’s truths, they 
will not be his friend. If one does not maintain an attitude of thanksgiving for what 
God has done in his behalf, he is in danger of becoming spiritually bankrupt. A 
history lesson from the Gentiles centuries ago confirms such: 

because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither gave 
thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools...And even as 
they refused to have God in their knowledge, God gave them up unto a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting (Rom. 1:21-22, 28). 
Let us be thankful for the very source of our being, and grateful for every 

blessing from above! 
  
 
 


