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  History lessons abound in the Book of Books. The question is, will we learn 
and benefit from the things written aforetime (Rom. 15:4)? Israel, God’s people, 
are helpless captives in Babylon. Other nations that Israel thought would befriend 
them have forsaken them in their time of need. This is a classic picture of a 
nation’s devastation, and the world’s indifference to their helplessness. Once again, 
we appeal to all people today but especially to those who profess to be religious to 
learn from these great history lessons that repeat themselves down through the 
stream of time. Let us note in Jeremiah 30:11-22: 

Israel’s Devastation! They are described as being — 
Guilty. “Why criest thou for thy hurt? thy pain is incurable: for the greatness 

of thine iniquity, because thy sins were increased, I have done these things unto 
thee” (Jer. 30:15). Countless millions in this world never understand the never 
ending devastation of sin. The results of sin are heartache, despair, emptiness and 
guilt that end in suffering, disappointment, and bondage.  

Hurt. “Thy pain is incurable…” (v. 12). The world does not have the cure for 
sin. Israel deserted the God who loved and provided for her and joined herself to 
the gods of the world. Satan makes it seem so pleasurable to graze on the fruits of 
sin while never revealing the misery and pain that comes with such decision. 
Moses was wise in “choosing rather to share ill treatment with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:25). The philosophies and 
wisdom of men cannot soothe the ravages of sin. Israel of old should have realized 
such, and people today should learn from Bible history. 

Wounded. “Thy wound [is] grievous” (v. 12). Israel is wounded in such a way 
to be beyond the help of even the most skillful surgeon to save her. A rebellious 
heart leads to a terrible gash in one’s moral fiber. From a human standpoint, Israel 
is doomed. The healing and restoration needed by Israel can only come from 
Jehovah. There is no other hope. The same is true for those wounded by sin today. 
A person or nation who is entangled in sin must turn to the Lord for remedy and 
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hope. 
Friendless. “There is none to plead thy cause…” (v. 13). One might think that 

someone would put in a good word for Israel but such does not happen. It is the 
way of the world that when things are going well one has friends but in times of 
hardship worldly friends quickly disappear.  

Helpless. “Thou hast no healing medicines” (v. 13). A nation or an individual 
can get into a situation where no amount of man’s wisdom or remedies can cure 
the problem. This was Israel’s plight in turning her back on God.  

Alone. “All thy lovers have forgotten thee” (v. 14). The foreign nations Israel 
made an alliance with now forget their promise to help in time of need. Those who 
are ungodly make promises easily and then in time of need quickly desert those 
who are wounded and counting on assistance. More often than not, the world will 
mock instead of help those who are in need.  

Despair. “Why criest for thy hurt … I have done these things unto thee” (v. 
15). Israel is now reaping what she has chosen to sow (cf. Gal. 6:7-8). People can 
wait too late to cry out. Despair can provide 20/20 vision but no immediate answer. 
The punishment that God has decreed for Israel is completely justified and 
absolutely deserved because of their apostasy. Too little can be done too late to 
avoid the consequences of God’s wrath. 

Israel’s Remedy! The cure for the blight of sin is found only in God’s presence 
and promises. God thus declares to Israel, “For I am with thee, saith Jehovah, to 
save thee: for I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have scattered thee, 
but I will not make a full end of thee; but I will correct thee in measure, and will in 
no wise leave thee unpunished” (Jer. 30:11). Jehovah promises — 

Health. “For I will restore health unto thee” (v. 17). When one is restored to 
God better health (spiritual) naturally follows. The world may provide many things 
but spiritual health is not one of them.  

Healing. “I will heal thee of thy wounds” (v. 17). The wounds of worldliness 
can be deep and long lived. The unsoundness and spiritual sickness that 
accompanies sin cannot be cured with man’s wisdom or some psychology book. 
The healing for a sin-sick world comes from above and not below. It is as Matthew 
recorded, “And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt call his name JESUS; 
for it is he that shall save his people from their sins” (1:21). 

Freedom. One is not free who is in bondage to sin. Israel learns this lesson in 
Babylonian captivity. But God promises, “Behold, I will turn again the captivity of 
Jacob's tents, and have compassion on his dwelling-places; and the city shall be 
builded upon its own hill, and the palace shall be inhabited after its own manner” 
(30:18). This verse looks forward to the time when Israel’s punishment and 
captivity is completed. True freedom today is found only in Christ Jesus (Gal. 5:1). 

Fruitfulness. “ I will multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will also glorify 
them, and they shall not be small” (30:19). The promise made to Abraham (Gen. 
12) will indeed be fulfilled. God has the power idols do not have; Jehovah can 
redeem obedient man and make him fruitful again. 

Honor. “I will also glorify them” (v. 19). God’s people may be despised and 
rejected by men, but God will always honor His obedient servants. May we 
remember this truth today! 



Sufficiency. “And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God” (v. 22). No 
greater promise can be given to those seeking after that which this world cannot 
provide. Israel finally learned the devastating results of sin and its only cure. Will 
you and I, and our nation, cast aside the bondage of sin, obey the Master, and walk 
with Him before it is eternally too late? 
  
 
 


