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  The disobedience of Judah led to the Jews captivity in Babylon. Spiritual 
adultery (idolatry) had separated them from a loving God. It is reasonable to 
assume that while in Babylonian captivity they murmured and complained against 
God and blamed Him for their plight.  

Those who backslide and apostatize from the faith far too often seek to 
exonerate themselves and blame God for their bondage and misery. Judah needed 
to face the real cause of her separation from God and such is accomplished by five 
piercing questions from the Creator. These questions were for Judah’s benefit, but 
they are also beneficial to those today who turn their back on the Lord.  

Isaiah records, “Thus saith Jehovah, Where is the bill of your mother's 
divorcement, wherewith I have put her away? or which of my creditors is it to 
whom I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities were ye sold, and for your 
transgressions was your mother put away. Wherefore, when I came, was there no 
man? when I called, was there none to answer? Is my hand shortened at all, that it 
cannot redeem? or have I no power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the 
sea, I make the rivers a wilderness: their fish stink, because there is no water, and 
die for thirst. I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their 
covering” (Isa. 50:1-3).  

May we profit from a study of these pointed and personal questions! God asks . 
. . 

“Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, wherewith I have put her 
away” (v. 1). The Law of Moses because of the people’s hardness of heart suffered 
or allowed them to divorce their wives (Matt. 19:8). If a wife was found unfaithful, 
she was to be given “a bill of divorcement” (Deut. 24:1). This bill, placed in her 
hand, was the evidence that she had been put away by her husband.  

God challenges these Jews born in captivity of backsliding parents to provide 
the bill of divorcement where He had terminated their relationship. God was not 
then nor is He ever the blame for the backslider leaving His presence. Isaiah makes 
it abundantly clear the reason for Israel’s misery and failure in saying, “Behold, 
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Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear” (59:1-2). Do not 
seek to blame God for lack of a relationship with Him! 

“Or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you” (Isa. 50:1)? Under 
the Old Law, a father was permitted to sell his children if oppressed with debt that 
could not be repaid (Exo. 21:7; Neh. 5:5). The questions to these Jews are thus: 

“Did I sell you because of my poverty?” “Did I have to give you up because I 
was not rich enough to keep you?” If I have indeed sold you, would you please 
name the creditor to whom you were sold?” 

These questions get to the heart of the matter. God is capable and desires to care 
for His children. His bountiful blessings are available, but one can refuse to sit at 
His table. Do you remember the Lord’s lament over Jerusalem? He said, “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto 
her! how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate” (Matt. 23:37-38).  

“Wherefore, when I came, was there no man? when I called, was there none 
to answer” (Isa. 50:2). Israel had steadfastly refused to listen to the clarion call of 
God’s servants — the prophets! Stephen was stoned for speaking the truth 
regarding the Jews who had refused to listen to Jehovah’s mouthpieces. He 
forcefully charged, “Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? and 
they killed them that showed before of the coming of the Righteous One; of whom 
ye have now become betrayers and murderers; ye who received the law as it was 
ordained by angels, and kept it not” (Acts 7:52-53).  

The Jews were terribly dissatisfied with their bondage but refused to repent. 
The teaching from God has always been “repent or perish” (Luke 13:3), but most 
people refuse to repent and be restored. Such is the way it was with Judah of old, 
and the same is true with most backsliders today. 

“Is my hand shortened at all, that it cannot redeem” (Isa. 50:2)? The 
unbelieving Jews in Babylon were thinking that God was not able to deliver them 
from their captors. One cannot, however, go beyond the length of God’s mighty 
arm. God proved again and again His ability to rescue the Israelites. Think of the 
period of the Judges. God’s people would apostatize, then repent and cry out for 
deliverance, and Jehovah would deliver them.  

Nothing has changed. Repentance precedes a meaningful relationship with God 
and access to His bountiful blessings. John taught, “but if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  

“Or have I no power to deliver” (Isa. 50:2)? The murmuring and backsliding 
Israelites were dishonoring the Name and Character of God. He reminds them of 
what He had done in their behalf. At His rebuke the Red Sea was parted and the 
Israelites escaped on dry ground. The sea then closed and the Egyptians were 
destroyed (Josh. 2:10). God also made the River Jordan as a wilderness before 
them so they could cross over to the other side (Joshua 3:17). 

Why God Does Not Hear And His Blessings Are Not Appropriated! The 



answer is simple. Jeremiah answered his people, saying, “Why criest thou for thy 
hurt? thy pain is incurable: for the greatness of thine iniquity, because thy sins 
were increased, I have done these things unto thee” (Jer. 30:15). Jesus says to all 
who will hear, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say” (Luke 6:46)? 

One must obey the gospel (believe, repent, confess, and be baptized) in order to 
become a child of God. To sustain such a relationship, one must continue to walk 
in the light of His Word (1 John 1:7). Let us make sure we strive to die in the Lord 
(Rev. 14:13)!  
  
 
 


