
 
 

 

Outward Appearances Can Be Deceiving  

 
 
 
 

  Based upon judging things by their outward appearances, the Psalm of Asaph 
says, “But as for me, my feet were almost gone; My steps had well nigh slipped” 
(Psalm 73:2). It seems that perilous times are always close by for the faithful who 
trust in God and thus the warning of such to Timothy by Paul (2 Tim. 3:1). 
Coffman comments on the prosperity of the wicked as follows: 

Where is the Christian who has not struggled with this same problem? 
Righteous people seem pressed down on every hand, often struggling for the 
very necessities of life, whereas openly arrogant and wicked unbelievers 
flaunt their godless lives, sometimes wallowing in wealth and luxuries. This 
psalm addresses that very problem. Of course, there is one practical reason 
for the seeming disparity between what appears to be God's treatment of the 
righteous and the wicked, and that is the truth emphasized by Jesus who 
stated that, "The sons of this world are for their own generation wiser than 
the sons of the light" (Luke 16:8). There surely seems to be a naiveté among 
God's people that often hinders their worldly success. 
The problem of Asaph was a bothersome one, and it staggered his ability to 

reason correctly as it does with so many who seek to follow God today. Let us 
learn as we study . . . 

The Problem! Asaph was perplexed because: 
(1) He “saw the prosperity of the wicked” (Psa. 73:3). 
(2) He saw there was “no pangs in their death; but their strength is firm” (v. 4).  
(3) He saw that they “are not in trouble” and “plagued like other men” (v. 5).  
(4) He saw their “pride” they wore “as a chain about their neck…” (v. 6). 
(5) He saw that “they have more than the heart could wish” (v. 7).  
(6) He saw that they are “corrupt” and “speak loftily” and “set their mouth 

against the heavens” (KJV, v. 8-9). 
(7) He saw that they questioned God, saying, “How doth God know? and is 

there knowledge in the most High?” (v. 11).  
Asaph then declares, “Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; 
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they increase in riches. Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my 
hands in innocency” (vss. 12-13, KJV). The faithful then and today can grow 
weary and perplexed and ask, “Does it matter that a man is striving to do what is 
Godly and right?” “Is one rewarded for being wicked and defying God?” “Will the 
righteous really be victorious?” The problem of the righteous who suffer and the 
wicked who prosper has no doubt allowed Satan to deceive many into concluding 
that it is not worth the effort to serve God.  

The Solution! Asaph declares, “When I thought how I might know this, it was 
too painful for me; Until I went into the sanctuary of God, and considered their 
latter end” (vss. 16-17). It is only when one considers situations in the light of 
God’s eternal Word that things can be seen in their true perspective. Temporal 
prosperity may be short lived and the only seemingly bright spot in what is 
otherwise a fatal condition. When Asaph considered their latter end he saw: 

(1) Their feet had been set in “slippery places” (v. 18). 
(2) They would be cast “down to destruction” (v. 18).  
(3) They would “become a desolation in a moment” (v. 19).  
(4) They would be “utterly consumed with terrors” (v. 19).  
(5) Their image would be despised by God (v. 20). 
No longer is Asaph jealous or envious. Who desires to imitate one who is happy 

and content for a fleeting moment only to be tormented and bankrupt of any 
blessing throughout eternity? The wicked will certainly have some pleasure in this 
life but will be in everlasting anguish in the hereafter (Luke 16:25)! 

The Proper Perspective! Confessing his foolishness and ignorance, Asaph 
declares himself to be as a “beast before” God (Psa. 73:22). The point to grasp is 
that an animal can see only the earthly and outward situation. Having considered 
the prosperity of the ungodly in a very different light, Asaph now is grateful for the 
untold and unique blessings of the righteous. What are some blessings that belong 
to the man of God that money cannot buy? 

(1) The man of God has companionship with God. “Nevertheless I am 
continually with thee: Thou hast holden my right hand” (v. 23).  

(2) The man of God can say, “Thou wilt guide me with thy counsel” (v. 24).  
(3) The man of God is sure that after all is said and done in this life he will be 

received “to glory” (v. 24).  
(4) The man of God can say, “There is none upon earth that I desire besides 

thee” (v. 25).  
(5) The man of God can take comfort in saying, “My flesh and my heart faileth; 

but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever” (v. 26).  
(6) The man of God can be at peace and confidently say, “It is good for me to 

draw near unto God: I have made the Lord Jehovah my refuge” (v. 28). 
Although this world is man’s temporary home, it is not man’s eternal home. All 

that occurs in this life must be considered with the above truth in mind. Justice 
does not always prevail in this world. As the old farmer so truthfully stated, “All 
accounts are not settled in October.” All deeds in this life will be accounted for — 
whether good or bad (2 Cor. 5:10). 

May those who choose to follow God realize that the glitter and glamour of this 
life will one day dull and fade! The lesson to remember is that outward 



appearances in this world can be deceiving. 
  
 
 


