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  Psalms 41 reveals in a most vivid way that although the righteous suffer in this 
life their consolation is in being consoled by almighty God. May we benefit from 
the teaching contained in this Psalm! Let us consider the righteous and observe his 
Sufferings — 

Evil Speaking! “Mine enemies speak evil of me…” (Psa. 41:5a). The one thing 
that is etched in stone is that worldly people and those opposed to godliness and 
truth will unite together to denounce and trash those who are striving to live 
righteous lives. The art of “evil speaking” permeates the political arena today as 
never before. Those who are anti-God and in favor of every sin one can name are 
at the forefront of seeking to destroy any person who believes in Biblical principles 
and godly values. Unfounded accusations are now made by some person and the 
cry goes forth that accuser is to be believed and the accused must prove his 
innocence. Such a standard would mean that any unfounded accusation of wrong-
doing by a person who disagrees with you is to be believed and upheld. A standard 
such as this will not only destroy individuals but a nation. 

The Lord’s church also suffers from evil speaking. Preachers and elders can 
seek to exalt themselves at the expense of tearing someone down by speaking evil 
of them. This writer has had the experience of revealing some newfound doctrinal 
position to fellow preachers who seemed to be flabbergasted and exclaimed, “Who 
in the world would be saying that?” When, however, they discover who is saying 
such, they reverse course and have no good thing to say about the one who 
delivered such news to them. Evil speaking is a favorite tool of the devil, and such 
has been used to destroy (in the eyes of men) those who are striving to live godly 
lives. One seeking to stand for the truth will encounter ample opposition, and will 
most assuredly be attacked with evil speaking! 

Evil Thinking! “[W]hen will he die, and his name perish” (41:5b)? It is now 
quite the norm today to hear those who differ politically with one to say, “We 
would be better off if he or she were dead.” And, such an attitude has not escaped 
the Lord’s church as those liberal members who no longer respect God’s word and 
deny the inspiration of the Scriptures declare that the brotherhood will be better off 
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when “Bible quoting” brethren are gone! Such certainly implies that the Lord’s 
church will be better off when faithful, Bible believing brethren are dead.  

Evil Whispering! “All that hate me whisper together against me” (41:7a). 
Paul, in Romans 1:29, mentions the sins of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and then 
includes whisperers. People can whisper evil things and stir up a rebellion as 
Absalom did against David. Judas Iscariot was a traitor in his whispering to the 
enemy of the Lord. The thing that no one can deny is that the enemy of truth and 
righteousness will unite together to whisper evil about those who stand firm for “a 
thus saith the Lord!” 

Evil Plotting! “[A]gainst me do they devise my hurt” (41:7b). Ungodly, 
unscrupulous people will join together in an effort to destroy the reputation, 
character, and influence of righteous people. They plot, they plan, and they work 
diligently to devise ways hurting those who dare stand firmly for Bible truth and 
godliness.  

The righteous must not forget the words of the Master: “And this is the 
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be reproved” (John 3:19-
20).  

Now let us consider the righteous and observe his Consolations — 
Knowledge Of God! “But thou, O Jehovah, have mercy upon me, and raise me 

up, that I may requite them” (Psa. 41:10). David’s attitude toward God is revealed 
in him saying, “Teach me good judgment and knowledge; for I have believed in thy 
commandments” (Psa. 119:66). The righteous can always find comfort in knowing 
“they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ…” (2 Pet. 2:20). How wonderful it is too know that the 
word of God “is a lamp unto [our] feet, and light unto [our] path” (Psa. 119:105). 

Far too many today have nothing but disdain for the wisdom and knowledge of 
God. The writer of Proverbs describes the fate of such people in saying, “But ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, And would none of my reproof: I also will laugh 
in (the day of) your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; When your fear 
cometh as a storm, And your calamity cometh on as a whirlwind; When distress 
and anguish come upon you. Then will they call upon me, but I will not answer; 
They will seek me diligently, but they shall not find me: For that they hated 
knowledge, And did not choose the fear of Jehovah” (1:25-29). 

Delight Of God! “By this I know that thou delightest in me, because mine 
enemy doth not triumph over me” (Psa. 41:11). Neither the devil nor his followers 
will be able to triumph over those in whom God delights! The apostle Paul 
encouraged brethren with the truth that not even tribulation, anguish, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, peril, or the sword could separate one from the love of Christ 
(Rom. 8:35). Those who delight in God are “more than conquerors through him 
that loved us” (v. 37).  

Recognition Of God! “And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and 
settest me before thy face for ever” (Psa. 41:12). God recognizes and does not 
forget those who possess and steadfastly exhibit moral uprightness. We must never 
forget the trials and tribulations of Job. His wife said to him, “Dost thou still hold 



fast thine integrity? renounce God, and die” (Job 2:9). Job charged his wife with 
foolish speaking, and then it is said, “In all this did not Job sin with his lips” 
(2:10). May we maintain our integrity, and be consoled with being a faithful child 
of God! 
  
 
 


