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  The eleventh chapter of Psalms and its seven short verses contrasts the 
condition of the righteous and the wicked. God’s Word, again and again, vividly 
describes for our benefit the wonderful blessings that belong to the godly and the 
horrible punishment reserved for the ungodly.  

Let us first observe the condition of those whom God counts as righteous. 
They are . . . 

  
1. Trusting. “In the Lord put I my trust” (v. 1, KJV). Most people place their 

confidence in themselves or something or someone in this world. Isaiah 
warns his hearers, saying, “Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight” (5:21)! It was Job who said, “Behold, he 
will slay me; I have no hope: Nevertheless I will maintain my ways before 
him” (13:15). One’s determination to trust in God regardless of the situation 
or circumstances is priceless! As children of God, we must humble ourselves 
and believe the message by inspiration in Proverbs that says, “The name of 
Jehovah is a strong tower; The righteous runneth into it, and is safe” 
(18:10). 

2. Despised! “[H]ow say ye to my soul, flee (as) a bird to your mountain” (Psa. 
11:1b)? David’s trust and place of refuge was not to be found on top of some 
rugged mountain in a lonely cave. The ungodly may bend their bow and 
“shoot in darkness at the upright in heart” (Psa. 11:2), but where will they 
flee when God whets His sword and bends His bow in response to their 
wickedness (Psa. 7:12)? One day the God of Heaven will indeed reveal His 
wrath against all evil and ungodliness! 

3. Tried! “Jehovah trieth the righteous” (Psa. 11:5a). Abraham, father of the 
faithful, was tried or tested (Gen. 22:6-10), and so will all followers of the 
Lord today. As with Abraham, God wants to know if people fear and trust 
Him (Gen. 22:12). If people fall into the category of wood, hay, and stubble 
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(1 Cor. 3:12), they will never withstand the fiery furnace of trial! The New 
Testament sums the matter up quite well in saying, “Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation; for when he hath been approved, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which (the Lord) promised to them that love him” (James 
1:12). 

4. Loved! “He loveth righteousness: the upright shall behold his face” (Psa. 
11:7). The concerned and compassionate “eyes of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, And his ears unto their supplication [prayers, KJV] (1 Pet. 3:12).  

  
Let us now observe the condition of the wicked: 
  
1. They secretly oppose the righteous! “[T]he wicked bend the bow, they 

make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may shoot in darkness 
[privily shoot, KJV] at the upright in heart” (Psa. 11:2). The Psalmist again 
describes the wicked as those who “have aimed their arrows, even bitter 
words, That they may shoot in secret places at the perfect: suddenly do they 
shoot at him, and fear not” (64:3-4). The carnal mind is always opposed to 
God and His law (Rom. 8:7), and is therefore an enemy to those who love 
the Lord. The righteous, therefore, must never forget these inspired words, 
“[K]now ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 
Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an 
enemy of God” (James 4:4).  

2. Their sinful acts are seen by God! The Psalmist declared, “his eyes behold, 
his eyelids try, the children of men” (11:4b). The righteous must remember 
that “The face of Jehovah is against them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth” (Psa. 34:16). The Bible teaches us 
that “there is no creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are 
naked and laid open before the eyes of him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 
4:13). Sinful acts are seen, recorded, and will testify against the ungodly in 
the Day of Judgment! 

3. Their manner of life is hated by God! “[T]he wicked and him that loveth 
violence his soul hateth” (Psa. 11:5b). One who loves wickedness and hates 
righteousness is the pawn of the devil. In commenting on the above verse in 
his commentary, John Gill said, “[S]uch who live in a course of sin and 
wickedness, and who not only do injury to the persons, characters, and 
properties of men, but love it, and delight therein, and also take pleasure in 
them that do the same: these God has a continued and inward aversion to; 
sin and wickedness being the abominable thing his righteous soul hates: and 
he shows his hatred to them, by not chastising them now, as he does his own 
people, but reserving everlasting punishment for them hereafter.” 

4. Their final destiny is fearful! The Psalmist declares, “Upon the wicked he 
will rain snares; fire and brimstone and burning wind shall be the portion of 
their cup” (11:6). The ungodly may think that they are prospering in their 
wicked lifestyle but the truth of the matter is that their feet are on “slippery” 
ground and their portion in life is eternal “destruction” (Psa. 73:18).  

 



 
May we choose to live righteous lives being “strong and of good courage” 
(Deut. 31:6) because we know that Jehovah will not “fail” nor “forsake”  us 
(Heb. 13:5)! 

  
 
 


