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When it comes to one’s soul, tradition can be either good or bad, healthy or 
deadly. The Bible speaks both of traditions of God and traditions of man. Man-
made traditions must never be followed by one who seeks to know truth and 
desires to honor God. 

The traditions of God are referenced in the Bible. To the Corinthians, the 
apostle Paul said, “Now I praise you that ye remember me in all things, and hold 
fast the traditions, even as I delivered them to you” (1 Cor. 11:2). He taught the 
Thessalonian saints, “So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which 
ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours”  (2 Thess. 2:15). The 
consequences of not keeping the traditions of God are severe. Paul declared, “Now 
we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which they received of us” (2 Thess. 3:6).  

The “traditions” pertaining to religion that men are to keep are those received 
from the apostles and other inspired men who were guided by the Holy Spirit. Of 
these inspired writers the Bible boldly states, “knowing this first, that no prophecy 
of scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of 
man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20-21).  

The “traditions” associated with religion that men are to deny and forego are 
those that come from the mind of men. These are teachings that are in opposition 
to and conflict with the Word of God. The Holy Scriptures are perfect (James 1:25) 
and complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17), thus, adding to or taking from them is forbidden. 
God warned Israel, “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither 
shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of Jehovah your 
God which I command you” (Deut. 4:2). Nothing has changed under the law of 
Christ as the Lord declares, “I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 
prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the 
plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of 
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life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book” (Rev. 22:18-19).  
Departure from the faith, the tradition of God, was something that plagued the 

early church, and it continues to be a thorn in the side of the Lord’s church today. 
The apostle Paul’s stern words to the Corinthians should be given heed today. Paul 
said, “ I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from him that called you in the 
grace of Christ unto a different gospel; which is not another gospel only there are 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or 
an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than that which we 
preached unto you, let him be anathema” (Gal. 1:6-8). It is a marvel to the minds 
of the faithful today that multitudes are so easily led astray from the teaching of the 
precious and pure gospel to human creeds of perverted truth! 

Paul warned young Timothy about the impending apostasy from the faith. He 
wrote: “But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through the 
hypocrisy of men that speak lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot 
iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by them that believe and know the truth. 
For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it be received 
with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified through the word of God and prayer” (1 Tim. 
4:1-5).  There began to be ungodly departures from the Holy Scriptures in the 
second century, and such departures have continued to this present day. Such is not 
as the Lord intended because He said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15).  

May I ask which commandments are optional? Which commandments are no 
longer a part of “the word of the Lord [which] abideth forever” (1 Pet. 1:25)? 
Which commandments of the Lord are no longer true? Which commandments are 
people exempt from because of their “situation” or “circumstances?”  

We live today in a world where a mixture of man-made creeds and God’s Word 
has produced every type of denominational church that could be conceived in the 
mind of man. Such is not God’s will, and is the very opposite of what our Lord 
prayed for shortly before His death. Jesus prayed, “Neither for these only do I 
pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they may all be 
one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that 
the world may believe that thou didst send me” (John 17:20-21).  

There will always be a remnant who will listen to the Word of God and choose 
to keep it. One is not to believe every “spirit” (teacher) because “many false 
prophets are gone out unto the world” (1 John 4:1). Such being the case, John 
gave a stern warning that is mocked and ignored by most people today. John 
declares, “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath 
not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the 
Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not 
into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting 
partaketh in his evil works” (2 John 9-11).  
Are you following the “traditions” that come from God through the Holy Spirit 
inspired writers of the Bible (2 Pet. 1:20-21)? If so, you have determined to build 
upon the rock. If, however, you are following the traditions of family members or 



friends who follow man-made creeds, you have built upon the sinking sand (Matt. 
7:24-27). May we choose to follow God! 
 
 
 
   


