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Discipline is not a subject that most folks want to discuss. Well, not unless they 
believe it is of benefit to them in some way! A flagrant disregard for discipline 
exists in our society because the powers that be fail to administer it correctly and 
swiftly. This is the only reason discipline is not the deterrent God intended for it to 
be! Our nation will continue to deteriorate as long as righteous discipline is 
ignored. The lack of respect today for authority, human life, and Christianity is 
ample evidence of the price paid for spurning God and His wisdom. 

Christians have the obligation to be different from those who are of the world. 
The apostle John by inspiration wrote, “Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain 
glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 
2:15-17). The world should not influence the Lord’s church; the Lord’s church 
should influence the world. But so often what is popular and in vogue in society 
finds its way into the church of our Lord! This is precisely what has happened in 
many congregations today, thus, making it rare to find even the Lord’s people 
practicing discipline regularly and consistently. 

Let us now turn our attention to the matter of withdrawing fellowship from a 
child of God who is living in sin but refuses to repent. Yes, contrary to what many 
now teach, one can live in sin. The Bible clearly reveals such a state in saying, 
“Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; for which 
things' sake cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye 
also once walked, when ye lived in these things” (Col. 3:5-7, emph. MLW). Such 
a chosen lifestyle is terrible because the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 

But why would the church in a timely manner withdraw fellowship from such a 
person? The answer – it is the loving thing to do! An effort must be made to 
restore the one who has fallen (Gal. 6:1), but if he refuses to repent the 
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“withdrawal”  is a continuation of that effort to try to bring one to his senses and 
save the soul (1 Cor. 5:5). Withdrawal of fellowship also serves to keep the church 
pure as a little bad leaven will contaminate the entire lump (1 Cor. 5:6). 

Who should the church withdraw from? The Bible, not man, has the answer. 
Let us now give our attention to what the Word of God has to say regarding this 
most important matter. 

First, false teachers are to be disciplined. The book of Titus records, “A 
factious man after a first and second admonition refuse” (Titus 3:10). Thayer’s 
Greek lexicon defines this man as “a follower of false doctrine.” The “factious 
man” or “heretic” will never “contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude 3). False 
teachers will, however, do everything within their power to introduce into the 
Lord’s church that for which there is no Bible authority. The “vain talkers and 
deceivers… mouths must be stopped” (Titus 1:10-11), and godly elders and sound 
congregations will indeed put a stop to such nonsense! 

Second, those who have made shipwreck of the faith are not to be tolerated. 
The apostle Paul names Hymenaeus and Alexander who have “made shipwreck 
concerning the faith” and says that they were “delivered unto Satan, that they 
might be taught not to blaspheme” (1 Tim. 1:19-20). Whatever occurred here 
surely included withdrawal of fellowship as a faithful child of God cannot 
fellowship those who make shipwreck of the faith. 

Third, those who cause division are to be marked. The brethren at Rome 
were told, “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing the divisions 
and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn 
away from them” (Rom. 16:17). Some contend that “marking” one is not a 
withdrawal of fellowship but the Scripture says to “mark” and then “turn away 
from them.” Yes, this is a withdrawal of fellowship! 

Fourth, the church must withdraw from those guilty of worldly sins. The 
church at Corinth was commanded, “I wrote unto you in my epistle to have no 
company with fornicators; not at all meaning with the fornicators of this world, or 
with the covetous and extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out 
of the world: but as it is, I wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that is 
named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat” (1 Cor. 5:9-11). Is this 
an exhaustive list or are these sins worse than other sins? Surely not! The apostle 
Paul lists several specific sins that will cause one to lose his soul and then adds, 
“and such like” (Gal. 5:21). The truth of the matter is that sin is not to be tolerated 
in the Lord’s church! 

Fifth, those who walk disorderly are to be disciplined. The command to the 
brethren at Thessalonica reads, “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which they received of us” (2 Thess. 3:6). 
The word “disorderly” is a term that is used of a soldier not keeping rank or who 
breaks rank and is out of step. The context here has to do with the sins of the idle 
person and the busybody. But not only would the word “disorderly” apply to the 
idle and the busybody, but also to anyone who is out of step with the Word of God! 



Is not the one who willingly forsakes assembling with the saints out of step with 
God’s Word (Heb. 10:25)?  

What if the elders or men (if no elders) of a congregation refuses to scripturally 
practice church discipline? Does such inaction on the part of church leaders require 
the remainder of the members of the congregation to fellowship one who is known 
to be living in sin? Absolutely not! First, such refusal and blatant disregard for 
following God’s commands indicates that one needs to search for a sound 
congregation to attend. Second, what constitutes fellowship is walking in the light 
of God’s Word (1 John 1:7). When one refuses to walk in the light of God’s truth, 
fellowship with the faithful is not possible. Please remember that one who abides 
“not in the teaching [doctrine] of Christ hath not God” (2 John 9). One must not 
fellowship those who God will not fellowship. This means that one who 
contributes to a congregation where ungodly elders rule supports and has 
fellowship with their ungodliness! One cannot claim to disagree with what ungodly 
elders tolerate, and yet support an ungodly cause.  
Church discipline demands that social and fraternal fellowship be terminated with 
the brother that is “marked” or “withdrawn from.” We can, of course, have contact 
to seek his restoration. If practiced diligently and correctly, church discipline will 
gain respect for the Lord’s church, regain lost souls, and please the Heavenly 
Father. 
   


