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God is the Creator and man is the created. The created is never greater than the 
Creator. Isaiah noted that man was created to glorify God and not the other way 
around. The prophet noted, “every one that is called by my name, and whom I have 
created for my glory, whom I have formed, yea, whom I have made” (Isa. 43:7). 
The apostle Paul admonishes, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  

Legion are the number of folks today who refuse to abide by Biblical authority 
because they desire to glorify themselves! So many people prefer to do what they 
want to do, and they fully intend to do it their  way. This type of attitude spawns 
religious division and promotes denominationalism. It also produces liberalism and 
modernism within the Lord’s church. This attitude is alive and well today and must 
always be combated with a “thus saith the Lord.” 

The Bible plea is that “ye all speak the same thing and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). The Holy Spirit instructed the Colossian brethren in 
saying, “And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17). “In the name 
of” means by the authority of! All unscriptural religious division today is the direct 
result of people refusing to abide by the authority of the words of Christ (cf. Matt. 
28:18).  

God’s law has been absolute and binding in every dispensation. Those in 
denominations and liberal members of the Lord’s church absolutely abhor the 
principles taught in the Old Testament regarding Bible authority. They have 
nothing but disdain for Bible examples that clearly show the wrath of God upon 
those who reject and spurn a “thus saith the Lord.” 

Since God is “no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34), we know He 
communicated with both Cain and Abel regarding an offering acceptable unto Him. 
God had respect for Abel’s offering, “but unto Cain and to his offering he had not 
respect” (Gen. 4:4-5). Man has never been given permission to deviate from what 
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God has specified! God expected folks to be submissive and obedient to His will 
under the Patriarchal dispensation. 

The Mosaical dispensation reveals to us the incident regarding Nadab and 
Abihu. The Scriptures read, “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took each 
of them his censer, and put fire therein, and laid incense thereon, and offered 
strange fire before Jehovah, which he had not commanded them. And there came 
forth fire from before Jehovah, and devoured them, and they died before Jehovah” 
(Lev. 10:1-2). There is no getting around the fact that Nadab and Abihu were killed 
because they took the liberty to do that which God “had not commanded them” 
(emph., MLW). If an act of worship has not been authorized by God, He will not 
accept such act regardless of the sincerity one possesses. One who is seeking to 
save his soul would do well to remember these words of the apostle Paul: “For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that 
through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope” 
(Rom. 15:4). 

God’s will is still to be honored and respected in the Christian age. Jesus makes 
it clear that what we say must agree with what He demands that we do if we are 
going to be with Him in Heaven. The Lord warns, “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Again, the Master admonished, “And 
why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say” (Luke 6:46)? Do 
not forget that the words of the apostle Paul in Colossians 3:17 were “whatsoever 
ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.” 

If we abide by the teaching of Christ, it does not allow us to hear and do not! 
James clearly states that we are to be “doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deluding your own selves” (James 1:21). Jesus teaches that the “wise man” who 
hears His word and respects and follows it will build upon the “rock” , but that the 
“foolish man” who hears and does not abide by His word will choose to build 
upon the crumbling and sinking “sand”  (Matt. 7:24-27). It is said of the one’s 
house who refused to abide by a “thus saith the Lord” – “and great was the fall 
thereof.” 

The standard of authority that we are to abide by is not majority rule (Matt. 
7:13-14; Exo. 23:2) or the Pope of Roman Catholicism. Neither is it unqualified 
men who masquerade serving as elders, or one very successful business man who 
considers himself dictator of the congregation. Christ is the head of His church 
which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23), and He has been given all authority “in heaven 
and on earth” (Matt. 28:18). This leaves no authority for the Pope or any other 
man or woman. As the Scriptures teach, “For ever, O Jehovah, Thy word is settled 
in heaven” (Psa. 119:89). 

All people will be judged by the word of God – not the word of man. Jesus 
teaches, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). 
It is true that Christ has become “unto all them that obey him the author of eternal 
salvation” (Heb. 5:9). 



The great battle that is being fought today is over the authority of the Bible. 
Bible authority must be understood, taught, and put into practice if we are to please 
the Lord. Bible authority is not full of comfort for those who insist upon 
worshiping as they please, but for those who want to go to Heaven, it is their 
refuge and source of strength. 

May those of us who profess to be children of God realize that we must “fight 
the good fight of the faith” if we desire to “lay hold on the life eternal” (1 Tim. 
6:12). 
  
 
 
   


