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  Since the gospel is designed to bring peace (Eph. 6:15) and the Word instructs 
Christians when possible to “be at peace with all men” (Rom. 12:18), there are 
those who wrongly conclude that a child of God should never be a part of 
rebuking, marking, or standing for truth so firmly that it leads to division. It 
appears folks of this persuasion have forgotten that wherever the very first 
preachers of the gospel went there was controversy and “no small stirs” (Acts 
12:18; 19:23). Faithful proclaimers of the truth have always been accused of 
turning “the world upside down” (Acts 17:6) but such is needed because the world 
is wrong side up!  

Can a Christian today do less than Paul and Barnabas did in standing firm for 
the truth and defending the Lord’s church and please God? I think not! Let us learn 
from the actions of Paul and Barnabas. 

There Was A Desire To Hear! The Gentiles wanted the words spoken to them 
proclaimed again on “the next sabbath” (Acts 13:42). The distinctiveness of the 
gospel message had created a desire to hear it again. A worldly message as well as 
denominational doctrine is echoed throughout the world. Gospel preaching, 
however, is distinctive and unique. But mark it down well — when gospel 
preaching loses its distinctiveness and uniqueness people will no longer desire to 
hear it nor will they be “stirred up” by it!  

The unadulterated gospel will always challenge the thinking of people, and it 
will also create a desire in sincere searchers for truth to hear it again. 

There Was General Interest In What Was Being Taught! “And the next 
sabbath almost the whole city was gathered together to hear the word of God” 
(Acts 13:34). Many people were interested and curious as to what Paul and 
Barnabas would continue to teach. What they were now hearing was different  
from what they had been hearing. Much present day preaching (even in the church) 
stirs no interest whatsoever in the Word of God. The reason is because anything 
and everything but the Word of God is proclaimed to the audience. This is the 
precise reason that multitudes of “sermon hearers” (?) are in total darkness as to 
what the Bible teaches! 
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There Was Bitter Opposition! “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with jealousy, and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, 
and blasphemed” (Acts 13:45). One thing is certain regarding Paul — he would 
never be guilty of the “woe” that comes upon those whom all men speak well of 
(Luke 6:26). Many who profess to be preachers today would not want to be seen 
with Paul as it would severely tarnish their reputation of being appealing to all 
people.  

The truth is that all who preach the glorious gospel must be prepared for the 
attack and ridicule of self-serving religious sinners who have no respect for the 
Word of God and no concern for the lost. Men opposing God’s truths should stir 
faithful children of God to be even bolder in their stand and speech! When the 
jealous Jews contradicted Paul and blasphemed the Lord Jesus Christ, “Paul and 
Barnabas spake out boldly, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should 
first be spoken to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). Bitter opposition to God’s 
glorious truths must be quickly met with bold refutation. How sad it is to see 
brethren swallow their tongues and allow the Word of God to be trampled 
underfoot!  

There Was Joy Among The Gentiles! “And as the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of God: and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed” (Acts 13:48). The “other sheep” not of this Jewish flock were 
anxious to graze in the pasture of God’s truth. The hungry Gentiles are now 
nourished and fed, while the self-satisfied and tradition bound Jews go away 
empty.  

The same situation exists today. Some people are willing to “[receive His word 
and be] baptized” (Acts 2:41) while others “will not come to [him], that [they] may 
have life” (John 5:40). One is either willing to obey the Lord or he is not willing to 
obey. There is no middle ground, and partial or selective obedience will not 
suffice.  

There Was Apparent Defeat! “But the Jews urged on [stirred up, KJV] the 
devout women of honorable estate, and the chief men of the city, and stirred up a 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and cast them out of their borders” (Acts 
13:50). Can you imagine “devout women of honorable estate” and “chief men of 
the city” using their influence to such an unholy and dishonorable cause? Is this 
not the way Satan still works today? The Devil knows exactly how to entice 
influential people to do his dirty work.  

What can be learned from this apparent defeat? It must be realized that God’s 
servants can be and often are “cast out,” but enemies of the cross do not have the 
ability to “cast out” the seed of God’s Word which has been sown in honest and 
good hearts! The purpose of God in the lives of His faithful servants will never 
suffer defeat. May God’s faithful keep this truth firmly fixed in their minds during 
troubling times! 

There Was Joy In The Hearts Of The Faithful! “And the disciples were filled 
with joy with the Holy Spirit” (ASV) …“were filled with joy, and with the Holy 
Ghost” (KJV, Acts 13:52). The KJV is perhaps more clear in showing there was 
joy and also supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit bestowed upon them by the 



apostle’s hand.  
True joy only comes by completely yielding to the gospel, standing firm for and 

boldly defending the truth, and faithfully proclaiming the Word. The results of 
allegiance to God is treasure throughout eternity while opposition to His will 
requires a reckoning with the dust the faithful shake off their feet (Matt. 10:14; 
Acts 13:51).  
  
 
 


