
 
 

 
  

Help, Jehovah!Help, Jehovah!Help, Jehovah!Help, Jehovah!    

 
 
 
 

  The psalmist calls upon God for help during troubled times. Psalms 12 is 
divine proof that meaningful help comes from God. He is the source of strength for 
His children, and power is available through His Word. The psalmist gives many 
reasons for seeking help from the Creator. So we ask, “Help Jehovah” for …  

“For the godly man ceaseth” (Psa. 12:1a)! It has always been true that godly 
people are in short supply. There is no doubt but that Noah thought such to be true 
as this “preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5) could convince only seven other 
souls to enter the ark (1 Pet. 3:20). Ungodliness abounds today as wicked people 
demand that their sins be sanctioned by society. Turning to the federal government 
or local powers that be for help often falls on deaf ears. The one seeking to do right 
and abide by godly principles often feels as if he is standing alone. Yet, a child of 
God must remember: “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its 
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be 
cast out and trodden under foot of men” (Matt. 5:13).  

“For the faithful fail from among the children of m en” (Psa. 12:1b)! In 
times of persecution, resentment, and relentless attacks upon one’s faith, a child of 
God is in greater danger of letting go their grip and drifting along with the 
corrupting and polluting stream. The devil will continue to test, try, and tempt the 
faithful with every adverse circumstance possible. The evils of the world, however, 
are no match for God.  The faithful must turn to God for refuge and strength during 
troubled times. 

For vanity, flattery, and deceit are prevalent (v. 2)! Coffman states the 
following about this verse: 

The particular type of immorality that existed in the situation described here 
seems to have been that of speech. An entire society had completely lost 
control of their tongues. Falsehood, flattery, deceit, slander, gossip, 
hypocrisy, derogation, belittling, discrediting, libel, calumniation, 
traducement, backbiting, cheating, misleading, tricking, hoaxing, and 
victimizing are just a few of the sins of the tongue; and the three particular 
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ones mentioned in these two verses are to be understood merely as examples 
of the countless outrages perpetrated by tongues out of control…The very 
basis of Christianity is that of absolute truthfulness, sincerity, and love. No 
child of God may lawfully do anything other than "Speak the truth" (Eph. 
4:15).  
For men’s confidence is in themselves! Foolish men say, “With our tongue 

will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us” (Psa. 12:4)? The tongue 
is indeed a mighty weapon, but ungodly men have such a false confidence when 
they hope to be victorious because of their wicked tongue. The tongue is described 
as “a restless evil...full of deadly poison” (James 3:8). The wise man observed, 
“He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool” (Prov. 28:26). Such self-confidence in 
the tongue or one’s own ability is absolute folly. The end result will always lead to 
the denial of God and His Word. 

For God has promised! “Because of the oppression of the poor, because of the 
sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith Jehovah; I will set him in the safety he 
panteth for” (Psa. 12:5). The promises of God are tremendous blessings. Our duty 
is to believe that God is capable and will accomplish exactly what He has promised 
to do. It has been made abundantly clear that the ungodly are “strangers from the 
covenants of the promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 
2:12). May we who are children of God never fail to lay hold to the precious 
promises that are uniquely ours! 

For thy words are pure (Psa. 12:6)! When God speaks, there is no possibility 
of corruption or deceit in what He says. “It is impossible for God to lie” (Heb. 
6:18), and if there is a contradiction between God and man — “let God be found 
true, but every man a liar” (Rom. 3:4). The words of God are “as silver tried in a 
furnace on the earth, purified seven times” (Psa. 12:6b).  

“The commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes” (Psa. 19:8b). 
Coffman makes this much needed point: 

  
It is not physical eyesight that is in view here, but the human intellect. 
Animals are provided by their Creator with instinct to guide them; but men 
are privileged to be guided by the "commandments" of the Lord. Refusing or 
neglecting to obey them can result in the utter debauchery of men, a 
condition in which they sink even lower than the animals, indulging in 
shameful practices that instinct forbids even an animal to do. 
For without thy help, wickedness shall prevail! “The wicked walk on every 

side, when vileness is exalted among the sons of men” (Psa. 12:8). The world has 
always loved its own. Jesus knew this to be true and said, “And this is the 
judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be reproved” (John 3:19-
20). Again, the Master says, “If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you” (John 15:18-19). The power of the presence of God in the lives 
of His children is a steadfast and standing rebuke to all ungodliness and evil.  



May we as God’s children always look to Him for refuge and help as we live in 
this sin scarred world! 
  
 
 


