
 
 

 
 

Stability And Service 

 
 
 
 
  The apostle Paul in addressing the Corinthians said, “but thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:57-58). 
There is great encouragement in these verses for stability and service as a faithful 
soldier of the cross. May we learn from Paul’s plea to the brethren at Corinth!  
  An Exhortation To Be Steadfast! To the Colossian brethren Paul had said, “if 
so be that ye continue in the faith, grounded and stedfast, and not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel which ye heard, which was preached in all creation 
under heaven; whereof I Paul was made a minister” (Col. 1:23). The word 
“stedfast” means “immovable” (Strong’s), “those who are fixed in purpose 
(Thayer’s), “moral fixity” (Vine’s), and “settled or steady in mind and purpose 
(Complete Word Study Dictionary).  
  Steadfastness is a command, and a failure to obey this command will prevent one 
from enjoying eternal life. Are you steadfast and convicted in your Christian life?  
  An Exhortation To Be Unmovable! The word “unmovable” according to 
Thayer’s means “not to be moved from its place, unmoved.” Not moved away 
from what? The answer in Colossians 1:23 is “the hope of the gospel.” So many 
members of the church I have known for years have moved away from “the hope 
of the gospel.” It matters not why — it only matters that they have chosen to be 
moved away from their proper place in Christ! Some knowingly fellowship error 
even though they may mildly protest that they do not agree with a social gospel 
agenda and certain truths not being proclaimed. Think about what they say — they 
do not agree, but they will support and fellowship the error that is being 
committed! How tragic and sad! What is so very dangerous today in many congre-
gations is not what is being taught, but what is never taught. The “it will cause 
unrest and division” excuse or the “it will run some families off” excuse are not 
valid reasons for refusing to proclaim the entire Word of God. To the Ephesian 
elders Paul said, “I shrank not from declaring unto you anything that was 
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profitable, and teaching you publicly, and from house to house” (Acts 20:20). Paul 
made it very clear that his greater responsibility was to God when he told the elders 
at Ephesus, “Wherefore I testify unto you this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men. For I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 
20:26-27).  
  Other families would not dare move away from the building where they have 
attended for forty plus years, but they will “move away from the hope of the 
gospel.” They think more of a building than they do the Word of God! One has to 
wonder what comfort these brethren think they will have as they stand beside 
martyrs who died rather than compromise the cause of Christ and His Word. A 
Christian’s allegiance must be to Christ and no other — not a preacher, an elder, or 
some “Diotrephes” who loves preeminence and longs to be in control. The Devil 
will use whatever works to move one away from the hope of the gospel knowing 
that such movement will cost one his soul.  
  An Exhortation To Always Be Abounding! Strong’s says the word 
“abounding” means to “be in excess, be superfluous, to cause … to excel.” 
Thayer’s definition is “to exceed a fixed number or measure; to be over and above 
a certain number or measure.” The Complete Word Study Dictionary says, “To be 
more abundant, conspicuous, or distinguished than something else is; to excel.” 
One does not have the luxury of being sporadic or indifferent toward the Lord’s 
church. Neither can one decide that he is exempt from working in the vineyard. 
How is one exceeding or excelling as a Christian when he asks, “Do I have to 
attend Bible class to be saved, or do I have to attend Sunday evening if  I attend 
Sunday morning?” One cannot help but notice the “have to” attitude versus the 
“want to” attitude. How is one “exceeding” or “excelling” when he is always 
asking, “Do I have to?”  
  The Reminder That One’s Work Is In The Lord! The world is a very busy 
place. People can get from point A to point B faster than ever before, but very few 
have any time to visit, relax, rest, or serve. There are numerous “to do” lists, school 
activities that multiply with the number of children involved, and our jobs that 
demand time and effort. Our labor and effort that matters most, however, is “in the 
work of the Lord” (emph. MLW). It matters not what one accomplishes in this life, 
if he does not take the time to lay up “treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:20). The Lord 
drives home this point in saying, “for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:21).  
  Who can believe that a soldier in the army of the Lord has no obligations or 
responsibilities? The Scriptures state, “No soldier on service entangleth himself in 
the affairs of this life; that he may please him who enrolled him as soldier” (2 Tim. 
2:4). The meaning cannot be that a Christian is not to do any physical or secular 
work. The apostle Paul worked at making tents to support himself at times during 
his ministry (Acts 18:3). Zerr, in commenting on 2 Tim. 2:4, gives this practical 
and reasonable meaning of the verse: “Any kind of occupation whether right or 
wrong in itself that prevents a disciple from doing his duty would constitute the 
entangling affairs mentioned in this verse.”  
  The Reminder That One’s Labor Is Not In Vain! A person can expend untold 
effort in this life only to have his work disappear before his very eyes. People do 



not have the control they think they have in earthly matters. One’s lifelong work 
can vanish in a heartbeat, “and the things which [he] hast prepared, whose shall 
they be” (Luke 12:20)? A tornado, earthquake, fire, or financial disaster can 
destroy in a moment the work of a lifetime. One’s work and labor in the Lord is 
not in vain. It will last throughout eternity!  
  The Reminder That One’s Triumph In The Lord Is Sure! The old adage in 
this world says, “Nothing is sure but taxes and death.” The one who lives by faith 
in God’s Word, places his trust in the Lord, and refuses to lay down the Sword of 
the Spirit has the promise of “victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
15:57). May we see the need for stability and service in the kingdom as we stead-
ily press forward toward our heavenly home! 


