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There is always something special about the last words of loved ones. Such is 
surely the case with the apostle Paul who reveals to us his character, trust, and 
inner strength. His mind is clear and sharp, and his words speak volumes of truth. 
One does not have to guess at the meaning of his words — they are emphatic and 
to the point! Let us profit from his words and learn about: 

Complete Resignation! “I am now ready to be offered” (2 Tim. 4:6, KJV). 
Upon being converted to New Testament Christianity, Paul poured out his life in 
faithful service to the Master. Now Paul is resigned to have his own blood poured 
out as a result of defending the faith and proclaiming the precious gospel. Paul is 
convinced that “to depart and be with Christ...is very far better” (Phil. 1:23). He 
has lived and prepared for that “better country” (Heb. 11:16) that God has 
reserved for those who trust and follow Him. Paul has resigned himself to pay 
whatever price must be paid to make the transition to where all the redeemed will 
reside throughout eternity. May we also be ready to leave this world behind for that 
“house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1)! 

Certain Success! “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). Paul was confident that he would not fail in his 
goal because of what he had done. As a soldier of the cross, he fought enemies of 
the cross and unashamedly wielded the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). As a racer, 
Paul was not content with a mere sprint, but patiently and persistently “finished the 
course.” As a custodian of the gospel of Christ, Paul “ kept the faith” entrusted to 
him. The apostle was literally “faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10), and did not doubt 
for one moment the “crown of life” the Master promised to those who “die in the 
Lord”  (Rev. 14:13). 

So many brethren like “Hymenaeus and Alexander” make “shipwreck 
concerning the faith” (1 Tim. 1:20). One who is not willing to fight for the Lord’s 
cause, complete the race, and keep the faith will not see Heaven! 

Confident Hope! “Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day” (2 
Tim. 4:8). Things do not always go as we would have them go in this world. Nero, 
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an unrighteous ruler and judge who hated Christians and Christianity, had a sword 
laid up for Paul. What mattered most, however, was that the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, had laid up for Paul the crown of life and righteousness. May we choose to 
live our lives in such a manner that when this life comes to an end we can say as 
did Paul, “O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting” (1 Cor. 
15:55)?  

Caustic Experiences! Regardless of where Paul travelled, his enemies mocked, 
belittled, and offended him at every opportunity. Certain Jews stoned Paul and left 
him for dead (Acts 14:19). Other Jews made plans to kill Paul, and he escaped the 
city when his disciples lowered him over the wall in a basket (Acts 9:25). Demas, 
“having loved this present world,” forsook Paul (2 Tim. 4:10). “Alexander the 
coppersmith did [Paul] much evil” (2 Tim. 4:14). At Paul’s first trial no man was 
willing to stand with him (2 Tim. 4:16). The Lord stood by Paul (2 Tim. 4:17), and 
that was all that mattered.  

Love of the world, love of power, a hatred of God’s Word, and cowardliness are 
sins that bring sorrow to faithful servants of God. There is one great truth faithful 
children of God must remember: “In the world ye have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  

Caring Love! Paul loved his brethren and the souls of all people. In Romans 
10:1 he says, “Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplication to God is for them, 
that they may be saved.” His attitude toward those who forsook him and did not 
stand with him at his trial is manifested in these words: “May it not be laid to their 
account” (2 Tim. 4:16). Paul, like His Master, had the best spiritual interest at 
heart for those who despitefully used him and persecuted him (cf. Matt. 5:44). May 
we never condone sin or cease to do battle against evil and ungodliness, but let us 
always having a burning desire that lost souls might repent and turn to the Lord! 

Calculated Faithfulness! Paul had no doubt but that his trust in God would 
never disappoint him. Reflecting upon his brethren forsaking him during time of 
need, Paul quickly says, “But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me; that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gentiles might 
hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion” (2 Tim. 4:17). Paul’s last 
words are similar to those of Joshua — another faithful servant of God. Joshua 
said, “And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all 
your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good 
things which Jehovah your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto 
you, not one thing hath failed thereof” (Josh. 23:14).  

In our endeavor to “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7) of God’s Word today, may 
we ever remember this promise: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may 
be able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Constant Confidence! It is evident that Paul had no doubts about his faithful 
allegiance to the Lord and his faithful service in the kingdom. Paul declares, “The 
Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and will save me unto his heavenly 
kingdom: to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen” (2 Tim. 4:18). Paul is 
convinced “that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 



with the glory which shall be revealed” in Heaven (Rom. 8:18).  
May faithful Christians today possess a constant confidence that leaves no room 

for shadow of doubt regarding victory over the evils of this world and salvation of 
the soul!   
  
 
 


