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Upon arriving in Caesarea, King Agrippa and his sister, Bernice, were told the 
plight of the apostle Paul’s imprisonment. Festus, the new governor, told the King 
that certain charges against Paul had not been proven and that Paul had appealed to 
Caesar (Acts 25:23, 12, 21). Festus was thrilled that the King wanted to hear Paul’s 
story as he was hoping to obtain support and help for it being “unreasonable” to 
send Paul to Augustus without being able to “signify the charges against him” 
(Acts 25:27).  

Paul is once again permitted to speak for himself and his defense is the story of 
his conversion. Paul’s revelation of the events that occurred in his conversion to 
Christianity had a different effect on the two men listening to him. Festus 
interrupted and in a loud voice said, “Paul, thou art mad; thy much learning is 
turning thee mad” (Acts 26:24). Agrippa’s response was quite different as he 
declared, “With but little persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian” 
[almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian, KJV] (Acts 26:28). Although 
scholarship is at odds as to how this verse should be translated, verse 29 implies 
that Paul believed Agrippa was giving some consideration to his plea. Let us learn 
from Paul’s defense that a genuine Christian is . . . . 

A Changed Person! Paul freely admits he once did many harmful things to 
hinder the cause of Christ. He says, “I verily thought with myself that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also did in 
Jerusalem: and I both shut up many of the saints in prisons, having received 
authority from the chief priests, and when they were put to death I gave my vote 
against them. And punishing them oftentimes in all the synagogues, I strove to 
make them blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them 
even unto foreign cities” (Acts 26:9-11). To the Galatians Paul said, “For ye have 
heard of my manner of life in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond 
measure I persecuted the church of God, and made havoc of it” (1:13). To 
Timothy he admitted that he had been “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious” to the cause of Christ (1 Tim. 1:13).  

Paul is proof beyond doubt that one can change his way of life. If one is willing 
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to become a “new creature...in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17), the old worldly habits can be 
defeated. Becoming a new creature in Christ is essential before one is a part of the 
kingdom of our Lord and enjoys fellowship with God and the Son. One who 
refuses to change from his wicked and sinful ways cannot save his soul from 
eternal torment. 

An Obedient Person! Paul, living during the miraculous age of the Lord’s 
church, declares that he “was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision” (Acts 
26:19). To be disobedient to the heavenly call is to seal one’s own spiritual doom.  
God communicated with Paul through a “heavenly vision.” God’s completed 
revelation, the Bible, tells us: “God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in 
the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in his Son” (Heb. 1:1-2). His Son now speaks to us through 
His word (John 12:48). Paul notes this truth when he tells the Corinthians, “Love 
never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done 
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when that which is 
perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done away” (1 Cor. 13:8-10). “That 
which is perfect” is completed revelation (the Holy Scriptures) and there is no 
longer any need for supernatural prophecies, tongues, or knowledge. Paul 
immediately did what God would have him do to be saved, and people today who 
are honest and sincere will do likewise. When one hears God’s truth (His Word, 
John 17:17), he must either receive it and obey it, or dismiss it and disobey it. Will 
we benefit from Paul’s example? 

A Devoted Person! Paul declared, “Having therefore obtained the help that is 
from God, I stand unto this day testifying both to small and great, saying nothing 
but what the prophets and Moses did say should come; how that the Christ must 
suffer, and how that he first by the resurrection of the dead should proclaim light 
both to the people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:22-23). Notice now that Paul is 
saying nothing but what the “prophets and Moses” said! How wonderful it would 
be today if those of religious persuasion said only what God’s Word says! A 
devoted person will do no less. The Old Testament taught, “Ye shall not add unto 
the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep 
the commandments of Jehovah your God which I command you” (Deut. 4:2). The 
New Testament closes with these words, “I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall add unto them, God shall add 
unto him the plagues which are written in this book: and if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
from the tree of life, and out of the holy city which are written in this book” (Rev. 
22:18-19). When one speaks anything more or less, it is not the Word of God! 
And, if God’s revealed Word makes man “complete” (2 Tim. 3:17), more or less 
reveals that one does not believe in the sufficiency of God. 

A Faithful Person! Paul asks, “King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets” 
(Acts 26:27)? Paul had Agrippa’s best spiritual interest at heart, and had the 
courage to ask him if he believed the prophets who taught God’s Word. Will we 
today challenge folks to believe God’s Word? 

A Satisfied Person! Paul tells his audience a godly life is the best life. “I would 



to God, that whether with little or with much, not thou only, but also all that hear 
me this day, might become such as I am, except these bonds” (Acts 26:29). May 
we be as rich and happy as Paul and as quick to proclaim the unsearchable riches 
of Christ!  
  
 
 


