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The writer of Hebrews hurls forth a challenge with these words, “while it is said, 
Today if ye shall hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation” 
(3:15). One must guard against a hardened heart that causes him to turn a deaf ear 
to the Word of God. The Bible repeatedly tells of the evils of sin and the blessings 
of holiness, but the majority of people see no compelling reason to “hunger and 
thirst after righteousness” (Matt. 5:6). People who will not take the time to feast 
upon the word of God will put forth both effort and expense to feed upon worldly 
movies and human wisdom.  

A rich tax collector by the name of Zacchaeus learned that one does not have the 
luxury of ignoring today as there may not be the opportunity of tomorrow. 
Zacchaeus had many admirable qualities, but his soul was lost. He was very rich 
(Matt. 19:2), but he was spiritually destitute. The Scriptures state of Zacchaeus, 
“And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the crowd, because he 
was little of stature. And he ran on before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to 
see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked 
up, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must 
abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully” 
(Luke 19:3-6). One who will not joyfully receive Christ and His Word will never 
see Heaven.  

Zacchaeus took pride in his concern for others and helping with their needs. He 
said, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have 
wrongfully exacted aught of any man, I restore fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, 
Today is salvation come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham” 
(Luke 19:8-9). All the good one may do profits nothing spiritually unless he is 
obedient unto the Lord. To fail to obey the Lord and insist upon salvation of your 
soul is to delude yourself. The Hebrews writer says of Christ, “and having been 
made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author of eternal 
salvation” (Heb. 5:9). Let us now learn three valuable lessons from Hebrews 3:15! 

It Is A Precious Privilege To Hear His Voice! God is not going to whisper to 
you in the stillness of the night. Neither will God physically nudge you or give you 
a vision of what you need to do to please Him. It is true that in the Old Testament 
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God spoke “unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers 
manners” (Heb. 1:1). But notice — He “hath at the end of these days spoken unto 
us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made 
the worlds” (Heb. 1:2). God does indeed speak to us today, but it is through His 
precious Son and our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ! The Son of God speaks to us 
through His Word (the Holy Scriptures). Jesus said, “He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the 
same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). What a privilege it is to be able 
to hear and obey the Word of God! 

There Is A Grave Danger In Hardening One’s Heart! Satan cannot harden a 
heart without that person allowing him to do such. The old “devil made me do it” 
excuse will be of no comfort in the Day of Judgment! Each person can choose to 
harden his heart against the saving gospel (Rom. 1:16), or each person can allow 
God’s Word to “prick” his heart as was done by many in Acts 2:37. The word 
“pricked” means “to pierce thoroughly...to sting to the quick” (Strong's 
Greek/Hebrew Definitions). Many people fortify their minds with preconceived 
ideals and man-made creeds and refuse to allow God’s Word to prick  their minds. 
Such a person will be hopelessly lost! 

There Is A Present Opportunity — Today! Zacchaeus realized the danger that 
lurked if he looked forward to tomorrow. One will note that Zacchaeus “made 
haste, and came down, and received him [Christ] joyfully.” If Zacchaeus had not 
done so, he might have never heard the Lord say, “Today is salvation come to this 
house.”  

One never knows when today will be his last day upon this earth. James warns, 
“Come now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into this city, and spend a 
year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the 
morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away” (4:13-14). Have you obeyed the gospel? Are you living and 
worshipping faithfully? If not, will you soften your heart and repent of your sins? 
We will do well to never forget: “Today if ye shall hear his voice, Harden not your 
hearts” (Heb. 3:15). 
  
 
 


