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Our Lord spoke many important words, but none more important than these: 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 
The context is clear; Christ is warning the lukewarm brethren of Laodicea to repent 
while they have the opportunity to do so. The principle taught, however, also 
applies to one who has not obeyed the gospel. 

The Lord does not force the non-Christian to obey the gospel nor the erring child 
of God to confess and repent. Contrary to what most religious groups teach, there 
are acts of obedience that only man can do to save himself or receive forgiveness 
as a child of God. Let us learn some essential lessons from the Lord’s statement in 
Revelation 3:20! 

A Present Savior! The Lord does not hide from people or make it difficult to 
find Him (cf. Acts 17:27). Christ is doing His part — He is not a million miles 
away; He is at the door. Whose door? The Lord stands at every accountable 
person’s door. 

A Waiting Savior! Christ is in no hurry to leave. He stands at the door! If He 
were not available, it would be a different matter. But the Lord is available, and He 
stands at the door! He does not stand quietly, however, as if He does not want to be 
heard. 

A Seeking Savior! He knocks! He wants one to know that He is present. 
Although opportunity may avail itself again, there is always a risk in refusing to 
answer the door. One has no guarantee that he will be alive to answer future 
knocks upon the door. 

A Pleading Savior! There are two things that man must do at this point. First, 
one must hear; it is useless to deny that the Lord’s “knock”  cannot be heard. 
Thayer’s says the word means one knocks “with a heavy blow.” Second, the door 
must be opened by the person on the inside. The Lord desires to enter, but it will 
not be a forced entry! One artist painted the door as having only an inside handle. 
If one refuses to answer the knock and open the door, there is nothing the Lord can 
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or will do for that person. 
A Promising Savior! Christ refuses no one who answers His invitation and 

opens the door. The Lord is always ready to be accepted, but such acceptance is on 
His terms and not the terms of the one who opens the door. Christ promises 
salvation to those who hear, heed, love, and obey Him. “If ye love me, ye will keep 
my commandments” (John 14:15). “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). “And Peter 
said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38). “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

Salvation is located in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 2:10). The power of salvation is in 
the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and all must answer and obey the gospel “knock” in order 
for Christ to save them (Heb. 5:9). The truth of the matter is that one remains on 
the outside of Christ until the door of gospel obedience or repentance is opened!  
  
 
 


