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The subject of prayer needs to be given considerable attention and study. The 
majority of   people who profess religious conviction engage in prayer either on a 
somewhat regular basis or when a crisis prevails. The Bible teaches, however, that 
prayer is the wonderful privilege of a child of God. One who has never obeyed the 
gospel does not have access to the spiritual blessings that are “in Christ” (Eph. 
1:3).  

A non-Christian does not have access to the “one mediator...between God and 
men, himself man, Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). It is also clear that only the faithful 
child of God has “an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 
John 2:1). The non-Christian, therefore, does not have a relationship with the 
Father. Such a person is separated from God and Christ by sin (Isa. 59:1-2). This is 
not to say, however, that God cannot in His providence open doors of opportunity 
for those sincerely desiring to learn the truth and obey the gospel.  

The Holy Scriptures emphatically teach that one who is rebellious to God and 
His will cannot expect to have his prayers answered. Peter, in teaching a Bible 
truth and principle, said, “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do 
evil. (1 Pet. 3:12, KJV). The Psalmist declared, “The eyes of Jehovah are toward 
the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The face of Jehovah is against 
them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth” (Psa. 34:15-
16). The writer of Proverbs stated, “Jehovah is far from the wicked; But he heareth 
the prayer of the righteous” (Prov. 15:29). As Adam Clarke states of the wicked in 
the above verse: “He is neither near to hear, nor near to help.” What most people 
do not understand is that those who refuse to believe and obey the gospel are 
considered by God to be evil, wicked, and unrighteous! In proving that such 
teaching had long been taught by inspired men, the uninspired man of John 9 
stated, “We know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of 
God, and do his will, him he heareth” (v. 31).  

One cannot depend upon just any so-called version of the Bible to state the 
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truth. The Easy-To-Read version again leads people astray from truth in Proverbs 
15:29, saying, “The Lord is far away from evil people, but he always hears the 
prayers of good people.” The latter part of this so called translation is not true! 
Coffman comments on this “mistranslation” as follows: 

There are many "good people" in the ordinary understanding of these words 
that are in open rebellion against God's commandments. It is not the so-
called "good people" whom God hears, but it is the "righteous," a Biblical 
definition of which is, "Walking in all the ordinances and commandments of 
the Lord, blameless" (Luke 1:6). The common idea of who is "good" applies 
the term to anyone who minds his own business and stays out of jail. The 
Bible definition is quite different. "Only God is good" (Mark 10:18). 
Another facet of prayer needing understanding is praying for alien sinners 

(those who have never obeyed the gospel) to be saved. In an attempt to justify such 
a practice, many quickly quote Jesus who said of the sinful mob who crucified 
Him, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). It is 
one thing to pray for non-Christians to obey the gospel or for sinful children of 
God to repent, but one cannot expect God to forgive a sinner just because he prays 
for such to occur. In fact, such a prayer is in vain and unscriptural!  

The Lord never asks the Father to do something contrary to Divine law. Jesus 
did not pray, “Father, forgive all these who have sinned against me this very 
moment.” The Savior was willing to forgive, and He manifested the spirit of 
forgiveness. This very same thing every faithful child of God must do. The prayer 
of the Savior was not answered until Pentecost when Peter preached and convicted 
the Jews of having Christ crucified (Acts 2:36). Those who heard the gospel 
proclaimed and ask what they must do were told, “Repent ye, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). From this great multitude 
that was present some three thousand “gladly received” (Acts 2:41, KJV) Peter’s 
preaching, obeyed the gospel, and were added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47). 
The prayer the Lord had prayed before His death was answered when those who 
repented of their sins were baptized into Christ. It is always in vain to pray for 
something that contradicts the Word of God! 

The last thing for consideration in this study will be the popular man-made 
mourner’s bench system of religion. This practice has penitent (?) sinners bowing 
upon the mourner’s bench while prayers are offered for their salvation. God’s plan 
of salvation and law of pardon cannot be circumvented while man is saved without 
obedience to God’s laws. 

Leroy Brownlow commented as follows on the mourner’s bench system of 
religion: 

It does not tell the sinner the conditions of salvation and urge him to do it; it 
urges the poor penitent to come to the mourner’s bench in rejection of God’s 
law of pardon and pray that God will save him in disobedience to God’s law. 
Such a prayer is the equivalent of saying, “O God, not thy will be done, but 
my will be done.” How unscriptural and preposterous! We are not surprised 
to find that there is no example in the Scriptures of any alien sinner even 
having his sins prayed away. Alien sinners, wanting to know what to do to 



be saved, were not invited to the mourner’s bench (Why I Am A Member Of 
The Church of Christ, p. 130). 
One must keep in mind that obedience to the Holy Scriptures is conditional to 

receiving the blessings of the Lord. The Apostle of love states it like this: “and 
whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his commandments and do 
the things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:22).  

Our brother Brownlow sums up our study of prayer quite well with this 
statement: “When God ordains a law with which a man may comply and receive a 
blessing, it is an abomination to ask for the blessing without obeying the law.” 

May we realize just how ineffectual and vain it is to act in any manner that is 
contrary to the pattern that God has so firmly set forth in His Holy Scriptures! 
 
 


