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The most important weapons of a man of God are spiritual instead of carnal. 
Elisha, the faithful prophet of God, was able with God’s help to save the King of 
Israel several times from the ambushes of the Syrians (2 Kings 6:9-10). The Syrian 
king was troubled by Israel’s knowledge of his traps and believed one of his own 
was a traitor. A servant, however, informs the Syrian king that Elisha is the one 
who is warning Israel (vss. 11-12).  

The Syrians discovered that Elisha was in Dothan and one night encompassed 
the city with a great host of chariots and horses (vss. 14-15). The servant of Elisha 
rose early and discovered the enemy had surrounded them. He said to Elisha, 
“Alas, my master! How shall we do” (v. 15)? Elisha’s answer must never be 
forgotten — “Fear not; for they that are with us are more than they that are with 
them” (v. 16). Coffman describes the answer quite well in saying: 

  
This must be rated as one of the most inspiring texts in the O.T. Those 
whose hearts are attuned to realize and appreciate spiritual realities may find 
infinite encouragement and confidence in the omnipotence of God and his 
ultimate victory that will be achieved over all enemies of truth and 
righteousness. The threatened or discouraged should always remember that, 
"We are more than conquerors through him that loved us" (Rom 8:37). 
  
The praying prophet is a mightier weapon against the king of Syria than the 

army of Israel. There is great power within reach of the one who trusts in God. 
God had opened Elisha’s eyes to see what others could not see, but the prophet’s 
servant was blind for lack of trust! “And Elisha prayed, and said, Jehovah, I pray 
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And Jehovah opened the eyes of the young 
man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
round about Elisha” (v. 17). This incident contains tremendous lessons for the 
child of God. Let us learn: 

There Are Unseen Realities! Elisha knew that the forces of God greatly 
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outnumbered the soldiers of the king of Syria. Elisha lived by faith, and as Moses 
looked for those things that are invisible. Regarding Moses, “By faith he forsook 
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is 
invisible” (Heb. 11:27). As Paul so well stated, “while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18). To be 
wise regarding the power of God is to be spared from the fear of man. Every 
faithful child of God must believe and never forget — “If God is for us, who is 
against us” (Rom. 8:31b)? 

Some Brethren Are Blind to These Realities! Like the unbelieving spies, 
Elisha’s young servant could not discern God’s way of deliverance. The heavenly 
host was available, but the young servant focused only on the earthly power around 
them. He, no doubt, believed their situation to be hopeless.  

Spiritual blindness often leads to pride and self-confidence, and can also 
paralyze one with fear and despair. Will one simply surrender to the evil forces of 
this world or will he faithfully battle as a soldier of Christ? The Bible clearly 
reveals who will be victorious, and it will not be the Devil and his henchmen (Phil 
2:9-11).  

Only God Can Give this New Vision! Elisha prayed to God and the servant’s 
eyes were opened (2 Kings 6:17). Today men can have their eyes opened by the 
Word of God. As Paul says, “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work” (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). University degrees and the scholarship of men will never substitute 
for the Word of God! As the Psalmist noted, “Plead thou my cause, and redeem 
me: quicken me according to thy word” (Psa. 119:154).  

Prayer is Essential But No Substitute For Knowledge! Instead of arguing 
with his young servant, Elisha prayed that his eyes might be opened to see God’s 
spiritual army. Although the young servant should have trusted in the power of the 
Almighty, he failed to do so at a crucial time. The miraculous age ended when 
Bible revelation was complete and the last apostle died, and all of those upon 
whom they bestowed miraculous gifts died (1 Cor. 13:8-10; cf. Acts 8:14-18).  

One can know all about God and His infinite power by studying His Word. 
Bible study is the only way to be approved by God (2 Tim. 2:15), and one must 
have the faith to believe and trust in what the Holy Scriptures reveal. 

Opened Eyes Produces Contentment and Satisfaction! “And Jehovah 
opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full 
of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings 6:17). What a 
revelation this must have been to this young servant who was surely wrestling with 
doubt and fear!  

All eyes can be opened today by reading and believing the Sacred Scriptures. 
Christians are to be the “salt of the earth” and the “light of the world”  (Matt. 5:13-
14). This leaves no room for doubt and fear to be obstacles over which we stumble. 
How truly great it would be if every child of God could say, “Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for Jehovah, even Jehovah, is my 
strength and song; and he is become my salvation” (Isa. 12:2).  



Let us resolve not to be blind servants of the Master but instead glorify the 
Father and the Son by faithful obedience and absolute trust. It is indeed true that 
we will only see Heaven if we choose to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Cor. 
5:7). 
  
 
 


