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The parable of a certain rich man was given to rebuke the covetousness of the 
man who said to the Lord, “Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with 
me” (Luke 12:13). The Lord discerned this man’s greedy desire and asks, “Man, 
who made me a judge or a divider over you” (12:14)? This man needed to be 
taught a valuable lesson and he also obviously misunderstood the mission of 
Christ. The Savior came to “seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10), and not to settle 
worldly matters among families.  

A principle, however, that everyone needs to remember is this: “Take heed, and 
keep yourselves from all covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in abundance 
of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). One day the Father will send His 
Son to judge all people and divide the ungodly from the godly. 

Let us now glean the lessons contained in the parable of the rich and prosperous 
fool. Regarding this “certain man” we note: 

His Prosperous Condition! “The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully” (Luke 12:16). According to every worldly measuring stick this man 
was traveling the highway of success and fame. The Psalmist teaches that when 
one does well he will receive the praises of men (Psa. 49:17). This man evidently 
thought the land and barns belonged exclusively to him and he could do with them 
as he pleased. It may be that prosperity is a far greater test of man’s character than 
adversity! 

His Present Dilemma! “And he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I 
do, because I have not where to bestow my fruits” (Luke 12:17). What this man 
thought was not hidden from the Lord. The Scriptures warn, “I, Jehovah, search 
the mind, I try the heart, even to give every man according to his ways, according 
to the fruit of his doings” (Jer. 17:10). This man who thought all was his to do with 
as he pleased is not aware of the everlasting importance of his decision. What he 
now chooses to do will determine his eternal character! Will we learn? 

His Selfish Decision! “This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow all my grain and my goods” (Luke 12:18). There 
is no recognition of God in his plans and no acknowledgement of the Creator’s 
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goodness. This is the greatest mistake a person can make. One may very 
deliberately remove God from his life by saying “This will I do,” but there is a 
terrible price to pay. When God and His will is not in our thoughts and prayers, our 
lives will be weighed in the balance and found wanting (cf. Dan. 5:27). 

His Self-Congratulations! “And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry” (Luke 12:19). 
A self-centered life is a miserable and lost life! The rich man’s only concern was 
his abundance of things and self-gratification. What good will this rich man’s 
“much goods” do his tormented soul throughout eternity?  

The “take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry” attitude was the philosophy of the 
ancient Epicureans who indulged the flesh, gratified the sensual appetite, and were 
void of any thought of helping others. This Epicurean philosophy is alive and well 
today. 

His Terrible Awakening! “But God said unto him, Thou foolish one, this night 
is thy soul required of thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose shall 
they be” (Luke 12:20). Is this not the way it will always be when one leaves God 
out of his plans? What a terrible and fearful interruption to a life of merry-making 
and ease! People convince themselves that the pleasures of this world will never 
end — but they will! Coffman comments on this moment as follows: 

  
Particularly, this man failed to recognize his status, not as the true owner of 
his goods, nor even of his soul, which were "his" only in the sense of his 
being temporarily a steward of them. The loan of an immortal spirit from 
God was about to be recalled, and the stewardship of his worldly possessions 
would pass, that very night, to others. This night is thy soul required! "How 
awful do these words of God peal forth as thunder from the bosom of a dark 
cloud." The contrasts in the parable are dramatic: "many years" vs. "this 
night," "much goods laid up" vs. "Whose shall these things be?" etc. 
  
We do not control the destiny of our souls or our possessions after exiting this 

life. The apostle Paul reminds one that while in this life he can be a servant of sin 
or a servant of righteousness (Rom. 6:16). Speaking of the unrighteous and one 
who refuses to follow God, the Psalmist states: “Lo, this is the man that made not 
God his strength, but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened 
himself in his wickedness” (Psa. 52:7).  

Covetousness is a sin that causes men to be fools in the sight of God. If one is 
determined to be a fool, let him choose to be as Paul — a fool “for Christ’s sake” 
(1 Cor. 4:10).  

Application Applicable To All! “So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21). To live this life only for our own self-
interest is absolute foolishness and madness. Yet, the majority of people have 
chosen to do just that! 

Esau so craved Jacob’s boiled pottage that he willingly sold his birthright for it 
(Gen. 25:30-31). Esau’s attitude was — “Behold, I am about to die. And what 
profit shall the birthright do to me” (25:32)? His birthright was very important and 
should not have been for sale! 



What lesson from this parable must you and I dare not forget? We must not 
under any circumstances sell our soul’s birthright to heavenly and eternal treasures 
for the “much goods” of this world! In that Day, the “much goods” of this life will 
be even more worthless to us than was Esau’s mess of pottage. 

The bigger barns solution comes from the Devil — not from God. There is 
much more to our lives than the abundance of things we temporarily possess. The 
Bigger Barns Solution is not the answer to the salvation of one’s soul! 
  
 
 


