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The 23rd Psalm is one of the most recognized chapters in the Bible. It would 
rate high on the list of scriptures quoted most often. Although some people turn to 
this Psalm for comfort when God is not their shepherd, it is indeed a source of 
comfort for those seeking to serve and worship Jehovah. Let us follow David’s 
thinking step by step in this wonderful psalm! 

His Decision! “Jehovah [the LORD, KJV] is my shepherd (v. 1). David had 
made his choice as to whom he would follow. So many today either never decide 
or make the wrong decision! Some say they will follow their heart — wherever it 
leads them. Jeremiah stated long ago “that the way of man is not in himself: it is 
not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (10:23). Others say, “I just feel that I 
am doing what God would have me to do.” The wise man answers, “There is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Prov. 14:12). A large segment of society today chooses to follow creeds produced 
by the blind reasoning of men. People would do well to do as David did and follow 
only God as their guide. 

His Assurance! “I shall not want” (v. 1). The godless, even though they be 
young, healthy, and powerful suffer from hunger and other setbacks in this life. 
Those who live godly will also suffer perils (2 Cor. 11:23ff) and persecution (2 
Tim. 3:12). What is the difference? It is found in Paul’s message to the Philippian 
brethren, “And my God shall supply every need of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Hendriksen makes a distinction between God’s 
general providence over all his creation (plants and animals) and the special 
providence over His faithful followers. The Philippians were surely partners with 
God in supplying the apostle Paul’s needs. Coffman quotes Hendriksen as follows:  

This does not mean that the Philippians would now be justified in becoming 
lazy. "God's word does not advocate fanaticism, nor does it say that one 
should throw his pocketbook into the nearest river and then announce that he 
is going to live by faith" (Tenney). To be sure, God was taking care of Paul, 
but one of the ways in which he was doing so was exemplified by the gift 
from Philippi. 
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Keep in mind this is “according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:19). May we who are found in Christ be as assured as David that we shall not 
want! 

His Rest! “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside 
still waters” (Psa. 23:2). There is an abundance of tension, strife, hatred, and rage 
in this sin-scorched earth. The Almighty Shepherd, however, promises His 
followers a place of rest that is calm and refreshing. The “green pastures” and 
“still waters”  are in reach of every person who is willing to be guided by Jehovah 
God! 

His Restoration! “He restoreth my soul” (v. 3). Bad decisions are made in this 
life. The consequences of some decisions are painful for a while but then the pain 
passes. Decisions that lead one to sin, however, have eternal consequences — “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). David was confident that if he wandered from 
the green pastures and still waters and was penitent God would restore his soul. So 
it is today with a child of God who sins but turns from and confesses the sin. “My 
little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world” (1 
John 2:1-2). 

His Guidance! “He guideth me in the paths of righteousness” (Psa. 23:3). 
Philosophy and man-made creeds (wisdom of men) will not lead one in the right 
direction. And, the path that is right, may not be the easiest to follow (cf. Matt. 
7:13-14. God will, however, always guide one in the paths of righteousness. The 
question is, will we yield to His guidance? 

His Courage! “Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil” (Psa. 23:4). The shadow of death is indeed frightful for the man 
who has lived only for the things this world can provide. There is no reason to fear 
when one has chosen the Almighty Shepherd as his guide and has laid up 
“treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:20).  

His Fellowship! “For thou art with me…” (Psa. 23:4). One who is a stranger 
and pilgrim in this world and continues to steadfastly travel towards Heaven is 
always in good company. The Lord stands by us when all others forsake us (2 Tim. 
4:16-17). Neither will He ever “fail” or “forsake” us (Heb. 13:5)! 

His Comfort! “Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” (Psa. 23:4). The rod 
and staff were instruments of defense and deliverance. The Word of God is to us 
today what these instruments were to shepherds watching over sheep. The Sword 
of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) can defeat enemies of the cross and snatch lost souls from 
the pit of despair. 

His Provision! “Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies” (Psa. 23:5). The Almighty Shepherd knows what His flock needs to eat. 
Christians have a lasting nourishment that the world knows nothing of! 

His Anointing! “Thou hast anointed my head with oil” (v. 5). Kings and priests 
were anointed and such signified authority and power. Christians today are 
“priests” (Rev. 1:6) or a “holy priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:5).  

His Satisfaction! “My cup runneth over” (Psa. 23:5). Only the Great Shepherd 
can truly satisfy with the abundance of blessings which He provides (cf. Eph. 1:3)! 



His Prospect! “Surely goodness and lovingkindness shall follow me all the 
days of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of Jehovah for ever” (23:6). The 
world does not have the power to steal the goodness and mercy promised to the 
one following the Almighty Shepherd. David looked forward with great 
anticipation to that “building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in 
the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). May we do likewise as we remember the Almighty and 
capable Shepherd that we worship and serve! 
  
 
 


