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As chapter four begins, Paul is pleading with the Thessalonian brethren that 
they “abound more and more” in the Christian “walk” that is necessary to “please 
God” (1 Thess. 4:1). It does seem to this writer that forty to fifty years ago more 
people were concerned about pleasing God. As the desire to acknowledge and 
please God becomes less intense, the society in which people live becomes more 
wicked and violent. One would have to have his head stuck in the proverbial sand 
to not see the sordid and sinful results of the “anti-God” movement. Our prayer is 
that a much greater number of our nation will become more concerned about 
pleasing God! 

Let us consider at least three groups of people who do not please God! 
People who live only for themselves! Mark it down well — the devil could 

care less as to how he ensnares a person. Satan knows that so many people think 
more of self than they do of God. He uses this character flaw in humans to his 
advantage. The Devil knows that people who live only for themselves will never 
be pleasing unto God.  

Many people are absent from worship and are seldom willing to serve in the 
kingdom. Why? Self is the god that many folks worship. Nothing gets in the way 
of self! It may be hunting, fishing, golf, or any number of things where self is not 
going to be denied. Perhaps it is just a little rest and relaxation as one chooses to 
remain at home and watch television.  

The Bible teaches a most valuable lesson in Romans 15:1-3: “Now we that are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let 
each one of us please his neighbor for that which is good, unto edifying. For Christ 
also pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that 
reproached thee fell upon me.” 

People who seek only to please men are not pleasing God! This character 
flaw is raging at epidemic levels today. Government officials promise to please 
everybody. It does not seem to matter that the Constitution is abused and lawful 
words are ignored. When one who holds a high office in our land declares, “It 
depends on what the meaning of ‘is’ is”, and others seem to have no clue as to 
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what the word “illegal” means — America is in deep trouble!  
The church of our Lord began drifting into deep trouble 50 years ago by 

deciding to please people into placing membership. This writer has lived in areas 
where post cards were mailed to the community asking people what they wanted 
in a church. Many congregations of the Lord’s church that are 40-70 years old 
would never be recognized by former members. When doctrine is watered down or 
ignored and people pleasing talks are substituted for gospel preaching, a 
congregation becomes a pawn of the devil. It is a sad day when people cry, 
“[Preach] not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, [preach] deceits” 
(Isa. 30:10). 

People who have no faith cannot please God! Many people today have faith 
in anything and everything except “a thus saith the Lord.” Some have faith in the 
preacher, others in the elders, and a far too great number of brethren have faith in 
the church building. Yes, the building! It matters not that the congregation is not 
biblically sound as it was 50 years ago — these brethren have attended at this 
building for 40 years and will continue to do so no matter what! 

The Hebrews writer says, “And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing 
unto him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that seek after him” (11:6). Let us make certain that our faith is 
rooted in God and His Word! 

There are also people today who please God. Let us look at a few groups of 
people who are determined to please God! 

Those who petition God for the right things! Some people want to be 
millionaires, and they pray for riches. Many shyster preachers (using the word 
loosely) encourage such prayers while demanding the fee that primes the pump be 
sent to them. The attitude of King Solomon is sorely needed among God’s people 
today. Solomon admitted his inability and ask: “Give thy servant therefore an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and evil; 
for who is able to judge this thy great people” (1 Kings 3:9)? Such a humble 
request pleased God and Solomon was given “a wise and understanding heart” (v. 
12). It was at this point that God also granted Solomon riches and honor. God can 
use the unselfish person and that person will usually be a good steward of divine 
blessings. 

Those who separate themselves from the world! A Christian must not be 
“unequally yoked with unbelievers” but rather “come...out from among them...and 
be separate” (2 Cor. 6:14, 17). Paul told Timothy: “No soldier on service 
entangleth himself in the affairs of this life; that he may please him who enrolled 
him as soldier” (2 Tim. 2:4). Sanctification (willingness to be set apart) must be 
our desire! 

Those who walk with God! It is easy to give “lip service” to walking with God 
but really doing so is another matter. To the Galatians Paul said, “And as many as 
shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of 
God” (Gal. 6:16). People recoil at rules, but that is exactly what the law of God is. 
And, these rules (laws) are not optional if one is interested in saving his soul! The 
verses of 2 John 9-11 will condemn many today who believe they are saved. Listen 
carefully: “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, 



hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and 
the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him 
not into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting 
partaketh in his evil works.” 

May we choose to walk with God as did Enoch of old (Gen. 5:24; cf. Heb. 
11:5)! 
  
 
 


