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The Jew’s in Thessalonica were “moved to jealousy” and caused quite an 
“uproar” in the city because of Paul’s preaching the gospel (Acts 17:5). “The 
brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Beroea” (Acts 17:10) 
where their teaching was well received, but the Jews from Thessalonica followed 
and continued to stir up trouble. Paul leaves Beroea and travels as far as Athens. 
Let us observe some lessons from Paul’s preaching while in the city of Athens. We 
observe — 

The Preacher! Paul was a man educated in the wisdom of the philosophers. In 
setting forth his fleshly attainments, he says, “circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as touching the 
law, a Pharisee” (Phil. 3:5). Paul also affirmed, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, instructed according to 
the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God, even as ye all 
are this day” (Acts 22:3).  

Paul was also a man converted to the gospel and the cause of Christ. In Acts 
chapters 9 and 23, Paul tells of his conversion and devotion to doing the Lord’s 
bidding of preaching the gospel to a lost and dying world. Gospel preachers today 
can learn from the apostle Paul — he always had a godly message to preach, and 
he was never ashamed to preach it! 

The Preparation! “Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him as he beheld the city full of idols” (Acts 17:16). It was said 
that in Athens there were more idols than men. Paul was not in the city as a sight-
seer but as one who viewed all things in the light of the revelation of God and 
eternity. While others might see beautiful Grecian handiwork and art, Paul saw a 
city completely devoted to sinful idolatry. The apostle would not allow the worship 
of idols to go unchallenged. If one is devoted to God, idolatry and all other sins 
will be challenged today! 

The Pulpit! “And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus (Mars’ hill, KJV)” 
(Acts 17:22). This was after he had been in the synagogue and the market place 
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preaching about “Jesus and the resurrection” (v. 18). As Paul now stands in the 
midst of the open-air court with Athenian dignitaries occupying rock hewn seats, 
he commands the most notable pulpit of the city. Can one imagine the hostile 
environment in this philosophical center for pagans? It required boldness on the 
part of the apostle to proclaim the unadulterated gospel, but Paul considered it a 
privilege to speak in behalf of the Master. Do we consider it such a privilege to 
serve the risen Savior? 

The Audience! “Ye men of Athens …” (Acts 17:22). Can you imagine a 
preacher ever standing in front of a more critical audience? These philosophers had 
made it their life’s business to inquire into every new thing (v. 21). The Stoic 
audience would extol virtue while denying human responsibility and future 
judgment. With the Epicureans, Paul had high-minded Rationalists whose god was 
their belly. In this audience, Paul would square off against the wisdom of Plato and 
Socrates, but his audience would face the wisdom of God! 

The Sermon! “What therefore ye worship in ignorance, this I set forth unto 
you. The God that made the world and all things therein, he, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; neither is he served by men's 
hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he himself giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things” (Acts 17:23-25). The subject of Paul’s sermon was God — 
the very one they ignored in order to worship their man-made idols.  

First, Paul preaches the eternal existence and creative power of God. This was a 
strike against the Epicurean theory of evolution or “chance.” Second, Paul notes 
the spiritual character of God — that He does not dwell in temples made with 
hands. Third, Paul proclaimed that God “made of one every nation of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth” (v. 26). Fourth, Paul preaches the overruling 
providence of God in a world with “appointed seasons” and controlled boundaries 
(v. 26). Fifth, Paul proclaims God as the source of all life, and the truth that He is 
not far from each of us (vss. 27-28).  

The application — one ought not to think that the Godhead is like silver, gold, 
or stone — “graven by art and device of man” (v. 29). One ought to repent as all 
men have been commanded to repent (v. 30). And, something to remember and not 
forget: “[ H]e hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead” (v. 31).  

The Results of Paul’s Preaching! “Now when they heard of the resurrection 
of the dead, some mocked; but others said, We will hear thee concerning this yet 
again” (v. 32). Paul’s preaching of the resurrection and the final judgment cut at 
the roots of their selfish lives and false philosophy. What caused Felix to tremble 
and to be terrified (Acts 24:25) caused many of these people to mock Paul. One 
thing is sure — the mocking of truth is easy and requires no talent whatsoever! 

Other people hesitated as did Felix and said they would hear Paul again. 
Perhaps they too were waiting for a “convenient season” (Acts 24:25). There is 
every reason to believe such an opportunity never came as “Paul went out from 
among them” (Acts 17:33).  
What a pity that so many in Athens did not respect the apostle in their midst or the 



message that he faithfully proclaimed. As it was in Athens, so it is in cities 
throughout the world today. Gospel preaching, however, will always declare: 
“Behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2)! 
 
 


