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Psalms 14 is by no means the most popular chapter of this book of the Bible. In 
most people’s minds, this chapter is far too negative as it dwells upon human folly 
and failure due to corrupt morals. God, however, views things much differently 
than most humans view them. This being the case, God saw fit to include these 
words twice in the same book. Psalms 53 comes close to repeating word for word 
that which is recorded in Psalms 14. God evidently believes it to be important to 
emphasize man’s failure in spiritual matters. Let us learn from what God had to say 
about: 

Human Folly! “The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God” (Psa. 14:1). 
These words penned so very long ago describe the mindset of far too many people 
today. The Theological Workbook of the Old Testament says of the word translated 
“fool”: it “emphasizes being ignoble and disgraceful, a downright boor. 
Insensibility to God, as well as a moral insensibility, close the mind to reason.” 
Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon says: “foolish, senseless, especially of the 
man who has no perception of ethical and religious claims, and with the collateral 
idea of ignoble, disgraceful.”  

The anti-God, atheistic attitude of so many people today is an apt description of 
the Bible fool. The sin-withered deceitful heart turns from the only genuine 
solution to life’s problems. The folly of man is to try and justify himself by 
himself. The consequences of humanism is man believing that he is his own god. If 
Jeremiah could speak but a few words to folks today he would surely say, “...I 
know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps” (Jer. 10:23).  

Divine Scrutiny! Jehovah God looks down from Heaven. For what reason? 
Was it to see if humanity was learning from science, art, or philosophy? No, not at 
all! “Jehovah looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, that did seek after God”  (Psa. 14:2). God’s chief 
concern is that man will forget Him and trust in human strength and guidance.  

Because of His longsuffering love for man, God has graciously warned people 
what ignoring Him and spurning His laws will do. He warned His people through 
His mouthpieces like Isaiah, saying, “Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found; call 
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ye upon him while he is near” (Isa. 55:6). One who fails to seek God will find 
himself courting every type of disaster. All of us should be grateful for God’s 
divine scrutiny. He cares for and is concerned about every soul! 

Universal Failure! “They are all gone aside; they are together become filthy; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Psa. 14:3). This is a terrible indictment 
that is very pessimistic, but it is a Divine one. It is the end result of what Christ 
stated in His sermon on the mount — “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt 
have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, 
but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men” (Matt. 5:13). God always speaks 
of what He sees, and He does so in this psalm. People may ignore reality and 
pretend to see something entirely different, but the judgment of God will stand in 
the Day of Judgment. The apostle Paul reminds the Jews of his day of this truth 
spoken in the Psalms by stating it again: “...There is none righteous, no, not one; 
There is none that understandeth, There is none that seeketh after God; They have 
all turned aside, they are together become unprofitable; There is none that doeth 
good, no, not, so much as one” (Rom. 3:10-12). Universal failure is not God’s 
intention, but when people reject the Creator and refuse His Word such is the 
inevitable result! 

Practical Ungodliness! “Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, who 
eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon Jehovah” (Psa. 14:4)? John 
Gill commented on this verse as follows: 

  
the Lord's people: see Ps 14:2; whom he chose for his people, who were his 
covenant people, and who professed his name, and were called by it; these 
the workers of iniquity ate up, devoured, and consumed; see Jer 10:25; by 
reproaching and persecuting them, doing injury to their persons, property, 
and character: they devoured their persons, by using them cruelly and 
putting them to death; they devoured their substance, by spoiling them of it, 
and converting it to their own use, as the Pharisees are said to devour 
widows' houses and they destroyed their good names and characters with 
their devouring words: and this they did with as much ease, delight, and 
pleasure, and without any remorse of conscience, and as constantly, as a man 
eats his bread...[and call not upon the Lord] or pray to him, or serve and 
worship him; for invocation includes the whole worship of God; and this 
they do not, though they know him, and are daily supplied by him, and eat 
his bread. 
  
The characteristics of the workers of iniquity are the same today as of old: 

ignorance of God, hatred of His people, and unbelief — refusing to call upon His 
name! Hosea did not mince words in stating this truth to his people, saying, “My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, 
I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten 
the law of thy God, I also will forget thy children”  (Hosea 4:6). What a 
commentary on our people and nation today! 

Salvation Needed! “Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion” 
(Psa. 14:7). The One who can deliver from ungodliness must come out of Zion (cf. 



Rom. 11:26). It is not some elected official or the author of some man-made creed 
that frees one from the bondage of sin and gives everlasting life. To reject God and 
His Son is to cast one’s lot with the devil and his helpers, and always leads to 
failure and corruption! 
  
 
 


