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It is obvious to all those who possess a sound state of mind and can reason 
correctly that the year of 2017 is coming to an end. Sunday, December 31st, is the 
last day of this year. On Monday, January 1st, the year 2018 will begin. Why is it 
that most people can clearly see this truth and yet be so blinded to other more 
important truths? Are there lessons we can learn from the ending of a year? 
Absolutely! Let us learn that … 

There Is A Time For Everything! The wise man records there is, “a time to 
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build 
up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a 
time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, 
and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to 
keep, and a time to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and 
a time for peace” (Eccl. 3:2-8). Coffman notes: 

  
The argument is that no matter what man attempts to do, the final result will 
be determined by events and conditions over which he has no control 
whatever. This, of course, is a basic fact of life on earth; and lies behind the 
apostolic warning that, "Having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content” (1 Tim 6:8). 
  
It is in this span of life that we call “time” in which these things occur. Just as 

the year 2017 will come to an end, so will time in this world end for us. Time is 
precious, and the decisions that we make in the time we are blessed with on earth 
are important. Solomon’s conclusion in Ecclesiastes reminds all that “(This is) the 
end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for 
this is the whole (duty) of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, with 
every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (12:13-14). One day 
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there will be no time left for us to become a child of God or to decide to live a 
faithful life. Time as we know it on this earth will have ended! 

The Clock Continues To Tick In This Life! Many can vividly recall the year 
2000. That was seventeen years ago and the passing of time has not paused or 
slowed down. People should be impressed with how quickly time passes. God has 
graciously reminded man not to underestimate the fleeting moments in this life. 
Job recorded, “Man, that is born of a woman, Is of few days, and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: He fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continueth not” (vss. 1-2). The Psalmist says, “So teach us to number our days, 
that we may get us a heart of wisdom” (90:12). James admonishes, “Come now, ye 
that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and 
trade, and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is 
your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away” (4:13-14). Paul taught the brethren at Ephesus to “ [redeem] the time” 
(5:16). John Gill comments on this as follows: 

  
...it denotes a careful and diligent use of it, an improvement of it to the best 
advantage; and shows that it is valuable and precious, and is not to be trifled 
with, and squandered away, and be lost, as it may be; for it can neither be 
recalled nor prolonged: and taking it for an opportunity of doing good to 
ourselves or others, it signifies that no opportunity of discharging our duty to 
God and man, of attending on the word and ordinances of the Gospel, and to 
the private and public exercises of religion, of gaining advantage to our own 
souls, or of gaining the souls of others, and of doing good either to the 
bodies or souls of men, should be neglected; but even all risks should be run, 
and means used to enjoy it. 
  
Multitudes of people will be anticipating tomorrow, and time will cease for 

them in this life as death intervenes. Just as quickly as one year ends and another 
begins, time in this world will end and eternity will begin! 

Time Does Not Wait To Allow Important Decisions To Be Made! It would 
probably be correct to assume that most people will not get everything done that 
they intended to do in the year 2017. Why? It is because time does not wait on us 
to accomplish all that we might desire to do. People understand and agree with this 
truth, and yet they do not use the same reasoning regarding spiritual matters. 

There are folks who have thought more than once about the need to have a 
relationship with God. They may not realize what is involved in securing this 
relationship, but they intend on pursuing the matter. There are other people who 
know they need to obey the gospel, and they intend to do so one day. And, then, 
there are members of the Lord’s church who are not faithful in attendance, or they 
are guilty of some other sin and need to repent. They realize the importance of 
their need, but time needed to make corrections can end before they act upon their 
intentions. There may be no more time remaining tomorrow for one to do what he 
intended to do! 

Paul, not wanting the Corinthians to receive the grace of God in vain, said, 
“(for he saith, At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, And in a day of 



salvation did I succor thee: behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation)” (2 Cor. 6:2). This quote from Isaiah 49:8 declares that God’s 
mercy will be made available when the Messiah comes. Paul notes that this time 
has now come, and mercy and pardon are available. People should, however, not 
procrastinate, as now is the day of salvation. Thus, Paul warns in Hebrews, 
“Wherefore, even as the Holy Spirit saith, Today if ye shall hear his voice, Harden 
not your hearts, as in the provocation, Like as in the day of the trial in the 
wilderness” (3:7-8).  

Yes, another year ending reminds us we should be prepared to step into 
eternity! 
  
 
 


