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One lesson learned in life is that far too often assumptions are made too 
quickly. This means that some people might glance at the title of this article and 
conclude that this writer has finally decided to include Christ in Christmas. Not 
true! Other people might notice the title and sense a rebuttal of mixing Christ and 
Christmas and conclude that all who do so are opposed to Christ the Savior and 
New Testament Christianity. Wrong again! This study will expose the real reason 
for the season and observe why putting Christ back in Christmas is impossible. As 
God said, “Come now, and let us reason together . . .” (Isa. 1:18). 

The real reason for the season is not God’s authoritative Word but rather the 
Roman Catholic Church! One will search the Holy Scriptures in vain for the date 
of the Lord’s birth, a celebration of His birthday, or “Christmas” being observed as 
some type of “holy day.” Thus, the celebration of the birthday of Christ on 
December 25th comes from a mixture of Christianity and paganism, and for such 
we can give credit to the Popes and Catholicism, but not the glorious Word of 
God!  

A casual glance at secular literature will prove that the celebration of December 
25th as the birthday of Christ does not come from the Holy Scriptures. Please note 
these quotes: 

  
...the festival of the birth of the Lord is of comparatively late institution. 
...the day and month of the birth of Christ are nowhere stated in the gospel 
history, and certainly cannot be determined. ...The feast of Christmas … We 
find it first in Rome, in the time of the bishop Liberius, who on the twenty-
fifth of December, 360, consecrated Marcella, the sister of St. Ambrose, nun 
or bride of Christ. ...Christmas was introduced in Antioch about the year 
380; in Alexandria, where the feast of Epiphany was celebrated as the 
nativity of Christ, not till about 430. ...The Christmas festival was probably 
the Christian transformation or regeneration of a series of kindred heathen 
festivals — the Saturnalia, Sigillaria, Juvenalia, and Brumalia — which were 
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kept in Rome in the month of December. [Philip Schaff, History of The 
Christian Church, Vol. 3, chapter 7, #77, pp. 394-396. 
  
The observance of Christmas is not of divine appointment, nor is it of N.T. 
origin. The day of Christ’s birth cannot be ascertained from the N.T., or, 
indeed, any other source . The fathers of the first three centuries do not 
speak of any special observance of the nativity. [McClintock and Strong 
Encyclopedia, “Christmas.” 
  
"Christ's Mass," or "Festival". The annual festival held by the Christian 
church in memory of the birth of Christ. It begins with the evening of 
December 24 (called Christmas Eve) and continues until Epiphany (January 
6), the whole period being called Christmastide. It is more particularly 
observed on December 25, called Christmas Day, or simply Christmas. [New 
Unger’s Bible Dictionary]. 
  
From OE Cristes Mæsse. Not knowing the date of Christ’s birth, the early 
Church sought one by combining calendrical speculations with the exegesis 
of biblical numbers. Several dates were suggested, including Mar. 25, Apr. 
2, May 20, Nov. 8, Dec. 25, and Jan. 6. The earliest evidence, the Depositio 
martyrum, has the Feast of the Nativity being celebrated on Dec. 25 by the 
year 336 in Rome. Within a century this date was almost universally 
accepted. Dec. 25 marked, in the Julian calendar, the winter solstice (the 
beginning of the victory of light over darkness after the year’s longest night) 
and, after 274, the feast of the birthday of Sol Invictus (the “invincible sun”), 
patron deity of the emperor. [Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible]. 
  
 And as these shepherds had not yet brought home their flocks, it is a 
presumptive argument that October had not yet commenced, and that, 
consequently, our Lord was not born on the 25th of December, when no 
flocks were out in the fields; nor could he have been born later than 
September, as the flocks were still in the fields by night. On this very ground 
the nativity in December should be given up. 
[Adam Clarke’s Commentary, Luke 2:8]. 
  
  
Now let us prove from the Bible that there is absolutely no authority to insert 

Christ into “Christmas” — the so-called religious holiday introduced by 
Catholicism. Modern day religion evidently needs no Biblical authority for what 
they worship or practice. Practicing Bible authority would immediately end 
denominationalism which is built upon man-made creeds, observing Christ’s 
birthday, or any other religious holiday (Gal. 4:10-11). Christians are commanded, 
“And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, (do) all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17). One cannot with God’s 
approval insert Christ into “Christmas” as there is no authority from the Lord to 
do such! Faithful Christians believe that Christ was born, and they oppose the 



efforts of a Godless society to do away with Divine matters, but Christmas as the 
birthday of Christ and as a religious celebration is the invention of men. Let us not 
confuse Roman Catholic tradition steeped in paganism with a “thus saith the 
Lord!” 

It is more than obvious that “Christmas” is an invention and a tradition of men 
and has nothing to do with worshipping or honoring Christ. Where does one find 
the nativity scene in the Bible that is so proudly displayed today? Christ was laid in 
a “manger” (stall, crib, etc.), but where are all the animals present in such a scene 
mentioned in the Bible (Luke 2:18)? Slogans such as “Christ is the reason for the 
season” and “Let’s put Christ back into Christmas” are popular with main stream 
man-made religion. The truth is that Christ was never the reason for this Roman 
Catholic holiday and one cannot put Christ back somewhere He has never been! 
The Bible is silent as to the observance of a special holy day to commemorate the 
birthday of Christ.  

The Lord was not born in Bethlehem so the world would celebrate His birth 
once a year! What one should find amazing is that most of so-called Christendom 
today celebrate the birth of Christ for which there is no command while neglecting 
to partake of the Lord’s supper each Sunday for which there is a command (Acts 
20:7; l Cor. 11:20). If God had wanted the birthday of Christ celebrated, He would 
have commanded such as He did with other feasts and holy days in the Old 
Testament. He does, however, command us to remember the death of our Lord 
each first day of the week (Luke 22:19ff; Acts 2:42; l Cor. 11:26). May we respect 
and honor the authority of the Son of Man (Matt. 28:18)! 
  
 
 


