
 
 

 
 

Apostolic Courage #4 

 
 
 
 
   The word “apostolic” will be used in the sense of the apostles’ teaching. What 

did the apostles teach those they sought to reach with the gospel about acceptable 

faith, prayer, courage, power, and truths? Power is the fourth subject we will 

discuss in this series of articles. The apostle’s power was:  

   Not Social Power! “And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying, Behold, 

are not all these that speak Galilaeans” (Acts 2:7). The audience of the apostles 

knew that what they were hearing was not polished words from some man-made 

institution of higher learning. These men were “Galilaeans” — a word that 

became a term of contempt for Christians. The astonishment of the Jews is made 

clear in these recorded words of inspiration: “Now when they beheld the boldness 

of Peter and John, and had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 

they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus” 

(Acts 4:13). The apostles had not been taught in the traditions of the scribes, and 

thus they were labeled as “unlearned and ignorant men.”  

   The Lord’s church began a journey away from sound doctrine when people 

decided to covet higher learning from so-called Christian Universities over Bible 

knowledge. Social power was held in greater esteem than the power of God’s 

Word. Congregations chose to place more emphasis on social power to save than 

the gospel’s power to save (Rom. 1:16). Many elders decided the church would be 

served much better by preachers with degrees of higher learning instead of self-
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taught preachers loyal to and with knowledge of a “thus saith the Lord.” Pursuit of 

education is not to be mocked, but for too many people it has come at the expense 

of their faith in God’s Word. There are far too many silver tongued pied-pipers 

today who fit in socially because they are proclaiming man-made doctrines and 

practicing denominational gimmicks! People only have to open their eyes to tell 

the difference between social power and the power that comes from above (God’s 

Word).  

   Not Monetary Power! A man lame from birth lay at the temple door and 

expected monetary assistance from the approaching apostles. “But Peter said, 

Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I thee. In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6). The apostles were not empowered from God 

to give temporal blessings to those who made such a request. They did have the 

power to heal this man and confirm that what they taught had God’s approval 

(Mark 16:20).  

   What a contrast this incident is to today’s preachers proclaiming a gospel of 

wealth and prosperity! One who is motivated to follow Christ in order to receive 

temporal blessings is doomed to spiritual failure. Jesus rebuked those who 

followed Him only for food in saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, 

not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, and were filled” (John 

6:26).  

   Coffman addresses this matter forthrightly and correctly in saying:  

The temptation still exists for men to view holy religion as primarily concerned 

with the economic sector. But when preachers forsake the spiritual aims of the 

church and pander to the economic and social desires of the people, they succeed 

only in arousing hopes and ambitions that are doomed to frustration. Let any 

church start a literal feeding of the multitudes; and it will be found, as it did here, 

to tend in the direction of some kind of social upheaval, and not in the direction of 

any moral and spiritual betterment. Look what happened when Christ fed the 

multitudes: far from taking this as proof that a Saviour from sin had arrived, they at 

once supposed that he should feed them three times a day for forty years, thus 

releasing them to dedicate their full energies to destroying the Romans! When 



Christians or churches seek to provide for men what men should provide for 

themselves, the hopes and ambitions released by such efforts are just as sinister as 

those released so long ago on the grassy slopes of Butaiha.  

   The Lord makes it clear His kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36). His 

coming to this earth was to “seek and save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The 

social gospel concept that focuses on material matters is far from what Christ 

authorizes. Two scriptures will shed abundant light on this matter. Paul says, “But 

godliness with contentment is great gain: for we brought nothing into the world, 

for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and covering we shall be 

therewith content” (1 Tim. 6:6-8). The writer of Hebrews declares, “Be ye free 

from the love of money; content with such things as ye have: for himself hath said, 

I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee” (13:5).  

   Not Intellectual Power! “Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, 

and had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; 

and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). As 

previously stated, the listeners knew that these men had not been trained in the 

scholarly schools of their day. Their teaching, therefore, came not from the mind of 

man but from the mind of God. As the scriptures declare, “knowing this first, that 

no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came 

by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 

Pet. 1:20-21).  

   There are no apostles today, and the Holy Spirit does not speak directly to men 

today. The point is that the power regarding spiritual matters has always been in 

God and through His Word, and not from the mind and thoughts of men!  

   No matter how intelligent and educated one might be, he is ignorant and without 

soul-saving knowledge if void of learning in the Holy Scriptures. As the prophet of 

old so well stated, “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is 

not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). May we never forget that 

“the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16) is found only in the gospel (Gal. 

1:6; Rom. 1:16). 


