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 The word “apostolic” will be used in the sense of the apostles’ teaching. What 
did the apostles teach those they sought to reach with the gospel about acceptable 
faith, prayer, courage, power, and truths? Courage is the third subject we will 
discuss in this series of articles. The apostles had the courage to: 

Preach Doctrines That Were Despised! “And as they spake unto the people, 
the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, being 
sore troubled because they taught the people, and proclaimed in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead” (Acts 4:1-2). The gospel truth has never been popular 
because people must give up their biases and preconceived ideas. In commenting 
on these verses John Gill says: 

  
[Being grieved that they taught the people] Any doctrine, and especially that 
which follows, and which particularly gave uneasiness to the Sadducees, they 
were exceedingly distressed by it; it pained them to the very heart, and they 
were filled with wrath and indignation: [and preached through, or in Jesus, the 
resurrection of the dead] they not only preached the doctrine of the resurrection 
of the dead in general, but gave an instance and proof of it in the resurrection 
of Christ, affirming that he was risen from the dead; and they also preached up 
the resurrection of the dead in his name, and asserted, that he would be the 
author of it, and it would be erected by his power: so that their doctrine was 
equally disagreeable to the Pharisees and Sadducees; to the Sadducees, who 
denied that there was, or would be any resurrection of the dead; and to the 
Pharisees, who though they believed it, yet were highly offended that it should 
be said, that Jesus was risen from the dead; and that the general resurrection of 
the dead should be attributed to him. 
There was a much deeper problem than just the fact that Jesus Christ was raised 

from the dead. As Coffman observes: 
  

Moreover, the great popularity of the gospel message threatened their political 
base, promised to hold them up before the people as murderers, as ignoramuses 
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concerning the Holy Scriptures, and as deserving of universal contempt. To 
proud, arrogant men like themselves, the situation had become intolerable; and 
their venomous hatred overflowed against the apostles. 
  
The truth of the glorious gospel is as despised today as it was during the days of 

the apostles. A faithful Christian will, however, follow and proclaim Bible doctrine 
regardless of the attitude of the majority of society. As the apostle Paul said, “but 
we preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles 
foolishness; but unto them that are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:23-24).  

Rebuke Sinners In High Places! To the religious leaders of their day the 
apostles said, “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, hanging him 
on a tree” (Acts 5:30). It has always been relatively easy to rebuke evil doing in 
one whose identity is unknown and rather meaningless to most. It is another 
matter, however, to rebuke the same sin among those who are well known and hold 
high positions of honor. The leaders of the Pharisees and Sadducees were not 
accustomed to having their sins addressed in such a public way. Nothing has 
changed! One choosing to be faithful to the Lord and His Word today in pointing 
out the sin and calling for the repentance of popular and well known preachers in 
the brotherhood will incur the wrath of their supporters who believe them to be 
untouchable! The same is true when rebuking man-made institutions that have 
become more indispensable to some than the Lord’s church. A case in point is 
Apologetics Press. It does not seem to matter that Dave Miller is a false teacher on 
two well documented counts — elder reaffirmation and marriage intent. The 
Brown Trail congregation was grievously divided not once but twice (especially 
the latter) because of elder reaffirmation and Dave was involved in implementing 
and encouraging such each time. His defense of Everett Chamber’s “did not intend 
to be married” even though he willingly married is equally damnable and false. In 
my estimation, Dave’s false teaching has caused a tremendous split in the 
brotherhood. Why? One reason is because many have rallied around his reputation 
in authoring “Piloting The Strait” (an excellent book rebuking certain false 
teaching). Another reason is the mind set that Apologetics Press be salvaged 
regardless of who its director and head might be. Even schools of Preaching 
(MSOP in the forefront) rallied behind Dave declaring his innocence. Brotherhood 
politics in defense of Dave then kicked into gear that ravaged friendships and other 
good works. Lectureships continued to invite Dave to speak and well known 
preachers gladly attended and spoke on the same lectureship. A question — how 
does this type of fellowship encourage Dave to repent? It seems, however, that 
where the “money trail” is involved (needed support for coveted institutions) that 
birds of feather stick together! And, no, Bible repentance has not been forthcoming 
regardless of claims to the contrary! 

As faithful brethren have discovered, rebuking sinners in high places comes 
with a price to be paid. It still requires courage to say as did the apostles, “We must 
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  

Speak The Whole Counsel Of God! The apostle Paul said, “Wherefore I 
testify unto you this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I shrank not 



from declaring unto you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:26-27). Obeying part 
of the plan of salvation will not save one. Being correct in part of one’s worship 
will not please God. Walking in the light of part of God’s commandments will not 
suffice for acceptable Christian living.  

A refusal to speak the entire oracles of God (1 Pet. 4:11) is to dishonor and 
disobey God. It requires courage to proclaim the oracles of God even though the 
majority of our friends or the brotherhood might not want to hear them. The devil 
surely understands what glory, prestige, and the acclaims of men will cause people 
to do. A great problem for the apostles and for faithful Christians today is this: 
“Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: for 
they loved the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God” (John 12:42-
43). 

May members of the body of Christ today possess the conviction and courage 
of the faithful apostles to speak and stand for the truth regardless of the situation or 
the circumstances or who is guilty!  
  
 
 


