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The word “apostolic” will be used in the sense of the apostles’ teaching. What 
did the apostles teach those they sought to reach with the gospel about acceptable 
faith, prayer, courage, power, and truths? Prayer is the second subject we will 
discuss in this series of articles. 

They prayed at regular times! “Now Peter and John were going up into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour” (Acts 3:1). It appears the Jews 
were regular in praying at least three times each day. Daniel was not willing to 
forego a period of prayer even though threatened with his life for so doing. “And 
when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house (now his 
windows were open in his chamber toward Jerusalem) and he kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did 
aforetime” (Dan. 6:10). King David seems to list the times of prayer in saying, 
“Evening, and morning, and at noonday, will I complain, and moan; and he will 
hear my voice” (Psa. 55:17).  

The lesson for us is that we are to be regular in prayer. It was to the Colossian 
brethren that Paul said, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray and make request for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge of 
his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” To the brethren at 
Thessalonica he admonished, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) and 
“Brethren, pray for us” (1 Thess. 5:25). Frequent, regular, fervent, and determined 
prayer is taught by the apostles. 

They prayed with simple unity! “And they, when they heard it, lifted up their 
voice to God with one accord …” (Acts 4:24). Speaking of them praying “with one 
accord,” Coffman says: “This expression occurs eleven times in the Acts, and only 
once elsewhere in the New Testament (Rom 15:6). It stresses the unity of the 
Lord's followers, and thus reveals one of the great secrets of the success of 
Christianity during those first years.” The Lord prayed fervently that His disciples 
be one and united in prayer (Jn. 17:20-21). Division in spiritual matters will keep 
prayer from being effective. The apostle Paul understood the danger of division 
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and thus said, “Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 
Cor. 1:10). When religious division because of error rears its ugly head, the prayers 
of those refusing to stand with the Word of God will not be granted by the 
Heavenly Father.  

They prayed expecting an answer! “And now, Lord, look upon their 
threatenings: and grant unto thy servants to speak thy word with all boldness, 
while thy stretchest forth thy hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be 
done through the name of thy holy Servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken wherein they were gathered together; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:29-
31). We must not lose sight that part of what occurred in the above scripture was 
due to the miraculous age of the early church. Miracles have no part or lot in New 
Testament Christianity today (1 Cor. 13:8ff).  

The principle, however, of expecting God to answer our prayers remains the 
same. The Lord reminded His disciples, “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matt. 21:22). Does this mean that if we only 
believe then every prayer we pray will  be granted in the way we have requested? 
No, not at all. God’s Word also teaches, “And this is the boldness which we have 
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us: and if we 
know that he heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions 
which we have asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15). The Scriptures also declare, “and 
whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep his commandments and do 
the things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:22). Thus, proper prayer can 
expect an answer, but the answer may be different from our request as God knows 
what is best for us. But if we refuse to walk in the light of His Word (1 John 1:7) or 
if we “ask amiss” (James 4:3), our prayers will go unanswered!  

They prayed before departing from one another! “Then, when they had 
fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away” (Acts 13:3). 
“And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down and prayed with them all” (Acts 
20:36). “And when it came to pass that we had accomplished the days, we 
departed and went on our journey; and they all, with wives and children, brought 
us on our way till we were out of the city: and kneeling down on the beach, we 
prayed, and bade each other farewell” (Acts 21:5).  

It is good for brethren to pray with and for one another at any time, but 
especially is such meaningful when they will be departing and going separate 
ways. In this world, friends know not when they will see one another for the last 
time. Christians can, however, pray one for another and cling to the legitimate 
hope of being together forever in that “house not made with hands, eternal, in the 
heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).  
It is always good to know that others are continuing to remember us and petition 
the Heavenly Father in our behalf. It is a source of encouragement to know that 
God hears “the prayer of the righteous” (Prov. 15:29). Let us never forget that the 
“supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working” (James 5:16). 
 



 


