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The word “apostolic” will be used in the sense of the apostles’ teaching. What 
did the apostles teach those they sought to reach with the gospel about acceptable 
faith, prayer, courage, power, and truth? These are the subjects we will study in 
this series of five articles. The great Bible book of history, the book of Acts, will 
guide us in our study. What did the apostles believe and teach others to believe? 

They believed in the Divinity of Jesus! “But ye denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of 
life; whom God raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And by faith in his 
name hath his name made this man strong, whom ye behold and know: yea, the 
faith which is through him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of 
you all” (Acts 3:14-16). In regard to the Lord’s resurrection Peter says, “We are 
witnesses.” A present tense verb is used showing that the evidence of Jesus’ 
resurrection is still with the apostles. Denominational doctrine will teach that verse 
16 implies that the one being healed has to possess faith. But neither this verse nor 
any other Bible verse teaches such! Lenski comments: “It certainly ought to be 
clear that the faith which Peter is here speaking of is that which he and John have 
and not a faith which the beggar had.” If the apostles had not believed in the 
divinity of Jesus, they would not have been able to do the mighty works (miracles) 
that they did! 

Verse 16 is paraphrased by Wayne Jackson in this way: “By means of the faith 
which we apostles have in Jesus’ name, this man, upon the authority of Christ’s 
name, has been made strong, as you can see and know: yes, the faith which we 
have, which is through Christ, has given this man perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all.” 

They believed in the Atoning work of Jesus! “Take heed unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church 
of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Under the old 
law, it was “impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins” 
(Heb. 10:4). If one is to be saved, it will be in the church that Christ purchased 
with His blood. Coffman comments on this verse as follows: 
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imagined, could possibly exceed the power of this in declaring the eternal 
importance and necessity of the church Christ established. Here the heretical 
notion of salvation "by faith alone" is shattered and countermanded forever. 
By any definition, salvation by "faith alone" means salvation without the 
church of Jesus Christ; and in such a view the crucifixion of our Lord is 
reduced to the status of a senseless murder. If men are saved, in any sense by 
the blood of Jesus, they must be saved through the church of which that 
blood is here declared to be the purchase price. If one person can be saved 
without the church, then all men may be so saved; and such a proposition is 
emphatically contradicted and denied by Paul's words here. 
They believed in the Word of God! “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I 

believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath been spoken unto me” (Acts 27:25). 
What a lesson for those today who profess to love the Lord! In a nutshell, 
believing God means doing exactly what He bids one to do. There can be no “I 
believe God but this is how I feel,” or “I believe God but I think He is pleased with 
all churches.” What did Paul say? “I believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath 
been spoken unto me.” Christ purchased His church with His blood (Acts 20:28) 
— no other church is purchased with the blood of Christ! One who does not 
believe in and become a member of the church of Christ (Rom. 16:16; Matt. 16:18; 
Eph. 4:4) will lose his soul. Christ speaks of those who refuse to believe His word: 
“He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the 
word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).  

They believed the gospel of Christ! There is only one gospel — anything else 
is a perversion of the gospel and false (Gal. 1:6). “And Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto them the Christ”  (Acts 8:5). Proclaiming 
Christ is the same thing as “preaching the word” (v. 4), “preaching good tidings 
concerning the kingdom of God” (v. 12), and preaching the gospel (Gal. 1:8). The 
“whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) must be preached or the hearer’s blood will 
be on the preacher’s hands (Acts 20:26). The gospel reveals the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-4), but there is much more to the gospel. There 
are facts to be believed, commands to be obeyed, warnings to be heeded, and 
promises to be enjoyed. The faithful will not add to nor take from the gospel (Rev. 
22:18-19).  

They believed in the authority of Christ! Jesus said, “All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18). This leaves no authority for 
a pope, priest, or prophet! In fact, the Lord has not authorized a pope, priest, or 
prophet to serve in the church today. The apostle Paul clearly stated, “And 
whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17). Doing something in the name 
of the Lord means doing it by His authority. This is where Catholics miss the mark. 
They believe the Catholic church to be the source of authority so whatever the 
church says they must do. The truth of the matter is that no church is the source of 
authority in religious matters. If people would accept this simple truth, many souls 
that will be lost might be saved.  

We “must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24) to be pleasing unto God, and 
this means what is done in worship must be authorized by the Lord. Man-made 



creeds are not needed and have not been commanded. The apostle Paul gave a 
death blow to following men and man-made churches in 1 Cor. 1:10-13.  

May apostolic faith encourage us to believe and do only what is authorized by 
the Lord! 
  
 
 


