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Regarding John 3:16, the late Gus Nichols was fond of saying, “For God so-o-o 
loved the world…” (emphasis his). The word “so” is indeed very small, but as used 
in the above verse who can plumb the depth of its meaning? The “ifs” in chapter 
eight of John’s gospel account are akin to the little word “so” — “hinges on which 
the life one’s soul may swing in or out of fellowship with God” (James Smith). Let 
us consider some “ifs” we will meet again in the judgment! 

The “If” of a Disciple of the Lord! Note these words, “Jesus therefore said to 
those Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my 
disciples” (John 8:31). Do not overlook the fact that these Jews believed Christ, 
but this did not prevent them from apostatizing. Continuing to abide in the word of 
God is mandatory if Christ is to consider one His disciple! There is a price to pay 
for abiding in the Word, and many cease such abiding when the cost is higher than 
they are willing to bear. To cease to abide in God’s Word or to go beyond it is to 
forfeit fellowship with He and His Son. The Bible declares, “Whosoever goeth 
onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in 
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9). To “shrink 
back” incurs God’s displeasure and guarantees “perdition; but [we are] of them 
that have faith unto the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:38-39). A faithful disciple will 
always follow Christ! 

The “If” of Being Truly Free! “If therefore the Son shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). The Lord is not speaking of physical 
incarceration, but spiritual bondage! The freedom which the Son of God can 
provide comes only from above. The Scriptures are clear in saying, “And in none 
other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is 
given among men, wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The freedom through 
Christ is a freedom from the curse of the law (Gal. 3:10; cf. Deut. 27:26), from the 
guilt of sin (Rom. 8:33), from the power of sin (Rom. 6:14), from the fear of death 
(Heb. 2:15), and from the fear of man (Matt. 10:28; Acts 4:18-20).  

All of the age of accountability are in bondage to sin (Rom. 3:10; 3:23). “The 
wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
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Lord” (Rom. 6:23). No one can be free in Christ who refuses to “put on Christ” in 
baptism (Gal. 3:27). 

The “If” of Faithful Service! Jesus said to the Jews who claimed to be 
Abraham’s children, “If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham” (John 8:39). Do not allow one to mislead you — “they that are of faith, 
the same are sons of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). Just as Abraham demonstrated his faith 
by his works in offering Isaac upon the altar (James 2:21), spiritual children of 
Abraham will likewise demonstrate their faith. Abraham’s faith led him to obey 
God and leave home going “out unto a place...not knowing whither he went” (Heb. 
11:8). A faith that will not act is not an obedient faith! Faith minus works is 
“barren” (James 2:20) or “dead”  (James. 2:26). Do not place your soul in eternal 
jeopardy by believing the comfortable man-made doctrine that one is saved by 
“faith only!” The inspired Word of God declares quite the opposite: “Ye see that 
by works a man is justified, and not only by faith” (James 2:24). Those who are 
true children of Abraham will do works worthy of the Father. The only way one’s 
faith can be demonstrated is by his doing (works) what the Lord said to do! 

The “If” of Sonship! “Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye 
would love me: for I came forth and am come from God; for neither have I come of 
myself, but he sent me” (John 8:42). For one to call God his Father and then ignore 
the Son is an insult to God. One cannot have the Father while steadfastly rejecting 
the Christ. The hard-hearted Jews of Christ’s day rejected Him as the Messiah 
while boasting they were children of Abraham and followers of God. Such cannot 
be true for Jesus forthrightly states, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no 
one cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).  

The “If” of Responsibility! This “if” statement by the Lord is one of the 
saddest and will haunt so many people throughout eternity. Jesus asks, “If I say 
truth, why do ye not believe me” (John 8:46)? No one could convict the Savior of 
sin because He always spoke the truth and lived according to the truth (cf. 2 Cor. 
5:21; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 3:5). There is not a person who has ever lived who can be 
justified in his unbelief.  

A failure to believe the Lord and accept His teaching is still a stumbling-block 
to most people today. How can one subscribe to the “attend the church of your 
choice” philosophy as if man gets to choose his church from many churches? Did 
not the Lord promise to build only His church (Matt. 16:18)? Is there just one 
body, or are there many bodies (Eph. 4:4)? And, is not the body and the church 
one and the same (Eph. 1:22-23)? Why do most religious groups teach baptism is 
not essential to salvation when the Lord teaches that one is “baptized into Christ” 
and by the very act of baptism “put [s] on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). What did the Lord 
say, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” (Mark 16:16) or “He that 
believeth and is not baptized shall be saved” (Man’s doctrine)? Does a “new life” 
come before one is baptized “for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38) or after being 
baptized? Let the Bible answer. “We were buried therefore with him through 
baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life”  (Rom. 6:4). Every person 
is responsible for searching the Scriptures in order to find truth. Again, hear the 
words of the Master: “If I say truth, why do you not believe me” (John 8:46)?  



Will you believe and obey the Lord’s commands? The choice is yours — 
“obedience unto righteousness” or “sin [which is disobedience] unto death” 
(Rom. 6:16). 
  
 
 


