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Let us briefly consider Job’s comforters — Eliphaz (chapters 4-7), Bildad 
(chapters 8-10), Zophar (chapters 11-14), and finally one by the name of Elihu 
(chapter 33). And, after chapter 14 there is another round of speeches before 
Elihu’s speech. It is not that these men’s hearts were cold and hard or that they 
resented or hated Job. It is their confidence in absence of the facts that is revealing 
as well as their beloved wisdom of the world to explain the unknown of Job’s 
sufferings.  

After all the speeches have been given and Job has replied, God will answer Job 
out the whirlwind (Job 38 to 40:5). As always, God knows, and His Word is right 
and final. But let us first note Job’s prayer before we make application of God’s 
answer! 

Job’s Prayer! “Then call thou, and I will answer; Or let me speak, and answer 
thou me. How many are mine iniquities and sins? Make me to know my 
transgression and my sin. Wherefore hidest thou thy face, And holdest me for thine 
enemy? Wilt thou harass a driven leaf? And wilt thou pursue the dry stubble (Job 
13:22-25)? There can be little doubt but that Job has striven to live in good 
conscience before God. Job loves God and desires to be righteous in His sight. Not 
only is Job concerned with his relationship to the Father, but he also petitions 
Jehovah on the behalf of his children (1:5).  

Job now demands to know the number and the nature of his sins. Job knows 
that morally he has committed no sin according to his knowledge. No mere man, 
however, is sinless! The Heavenly Father will reveal to Job that his sin and 
shortcomings lie in the areas of ignorance and worldly reasoning. Job’s self-
confidence has been challenged and rebuked, and his spirit has suffered at the 
relentless accusations hurled his way. Job is not willing to deny God or renounce 
Him and die as his wife suggests (2:9). He is, however, confused, and wonders 
how and why all these tragedies have befallen him. It is also true that today men 
who are striving to live a Christian life find themselves discouraged and wondering 
how and why things in this life have gone so very wrong (according to their 
understanding). Let us learn and profit from: 
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God’s Answer! Jehovah is going to answer Job with a barrage of questions. 
One needs to read chapters 38 and 39 carefully as there are fifty plus questions in 
these two chapters. There is then the questions of chapter 41 that we will not 
consider in this article. Each question is a revelation that serves to educate this 
great servant. Job cannot help but see God’s wisdom and power, and his unyielding 
control of all His creation (cf. Dan. 4:17). Let us learn as we study some but not all 
of God’s questions to Job! 

The first question is so very revealing: “Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding” (38:4)? Would not 
such a question shed a lot of light on a mere human being? Surely it would, and 
does. The questions, however, do not get easier. Jehovah asks Job: 

“Whereupon were the foundations thereof fastened? Or who laid the corner-
stone thereof” (38:6)? 

“Or (who) shut up the sea with doors, When it brake forth, (as if) it had issued 
out of the womb” (38:8) 

“Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days (began), (And) caused the 
dayspring to know its place” (38:12)? 

“Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? Or hast thou walked in the 
recesses of the deep” (38:16)? 

“Hast thou comprehended the earth in its breadth? Declare, if thou knowest it 
all” (38:18)? 

“Hast thou entered the treasuries of the snow, Or hast thou seen the treasures 
of the hail” (Job 38:22)? 

“Out of whose womb came the ice? And the hoary frost of heaven, who hath 
gendered it” (38:29)? 

“Canst thou bind the cluster of the Pleiades, Or loose the bands of Orion” 
(38:31)? 

“Hast thou given the horse (his) might? Hast thou clothed his neck with the 
quivering mane” (39:19)? 

“Is it by thy wisdom that the hawk soareth, (And) stretcheth her wings toward 
the south? Is it at thy command that the eagle mounteth up, And maketh her nest on 
high” (39:26-27)? 

The glory and power of Almighty God makes insignificant the supposed 
strength of man. The wisdom of man is mere foolishness compared to the wisdom 
of the Creator. May we remember that God knows all and takes all into 
consideration when making His decisions that are in the best interest of this world 
and humanity! 

Job’s Confession! “Behold, I am of small account; What shall I answer thee? I 
lay my hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken, and I will not answer; Yea, 
twice, but I will proceed no further” (40:4-5). Job’s clear thoughts regarding 
himself became muddy when God began to ask questions. It will always lead to 
misunderstanding and confusion when we compare ourselves with other men. 
There is no occasion for glorying, however, when we compare ourselves with God! 

It is easy for men to boast and brag about themselves. Secular wisdom and 
education can deceive one into thinking he is more knowledgeable than he really 
is. We need to make sure that we place our trust in God — not in self or anyone 



else! God knows! He understands! He is capable of working His will out for all 
mankind! The Father clearly sees the big picture when we can only see the small 
picture.  

We would know less about God’s divine plan for man if it were not for the 
book of Job. We can learn and be comforted by a careful study of Job’s trials in 
this life. May we truly trust in God and lean upon His understanding (Prov. 3:5)! 
  
 
 
 


