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We can learn valuable lessons from the trials of Job. His name means 
persecuted or hated. It is often the case that a man will have “his Eden to enjoy, his 
Isaac to sacrifice, and his wilderness of severe and prolonged testing.” It is a truth 
that must never be forgotten that those who “would live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). There is no tribulation or affliction that is joyful 
at the moment. It may be, however, that “our light affliction, which is for the 
moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory” (2 
Cor. 4:17). One thing is certain — no man ever suffered greater loss more quickly 
than did Job. May we as Christians learn from the tremendous trials that Job faced! 

The Purpose of His Trials! There was a Divine reason and a Satanic reason for 
the trials that visited Job. God was proud of his servant Job, and said to the Devil, 
“Hast thou considered my servant Job? for there is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and turneth away from evil” 
(Job 1:8). Satan quickly replied, “Doth Job fear God for nought” (v. 9). The Devil 
was convinced that no one would remain faithful to God if devoid of all material 
possessions and earthly ties. Job surely did not understand what was happening or 
why, but the battle was over his faith.  

Nothing has changed today! The Scriptures declare, “For whatsoever is 
begotten of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome 
the world, (even) our faith” (1 John 5:4). Satan well knows that if people 
overcome the world by faith his power is diminished as faith prevails. The Devil 
knew if he were to devour Job he had to destroy Job’s faith. The battle that 
Christians are engaged in is over faith. This has been the case since Adam and Eve, 
and all those who fear God and seek to save their souls must “fight the good fight 
of the faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). 

The Nature of His Trials! Every student of the book of Job would surely agree 
that all of Job’s trials were absolutely horrible. Every trial qualified as a 
catastrophe. Let us view and profit from the trials Job had to endure and overcome. 
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(1) Loss of Property. Job possessed 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of 
oxen, and 500 female donkeys. It is easy to see why Job was called “the 
greatest of all the children of the east” (1:3). The Sabeans stole Job’s oxen, 
fire of God from heaven burned up the sheep, and the Chaldeans robbed him 
of his camels. In less than one day all of Job’s livestock were gone! One 
never went bankrupt of his stock more quickly than Job. This alone would 
bring discouragement and despair but more is to follow. 

(2) Loss of Family. His seven sons and three daughters were killed by a great 
wind that caved in the house (v. 19). This must have seemed unreasonable 
and unfair to Job. What had he or his children done to deserve such a 
calamity?  

(3) Loss of Health. The devil “smote Job with sore boils” from head to foot 
(2:7). Job had no time to prepare for his body full of sores. Satan struck 
without warning seeking to crush Job’s faith.  

(4) Loss of Position. What was the greatest man in the east would now be the 
object of disdain by others. He is now in a repugnant condition, and devoid 
of just about everything but his life. 

(5) Loss of Sympathy. Job could not even depend upon his wife for support. 
Mrs. Job hurled these words at her husband: “Dost thou still hold fast thine 
integrity? renounce God, and die” (2:9). What should have been a source of 
comfort and encouragement was everything but such! Job’s wife stands for 
all “fair weather” Christians today who during the storms of life make 
shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 1:19). 

The Effect of the Trials! The devil unloaded both barrels on Job but could not 
cause Job to renounce his integrity and trust in God. The outward man was hurting 
but the inward man was strong. The Bible declares, “Then Job arose, and rent his 
robe, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped; and 
he said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
Jehovah gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the name of Jehovah. In 
all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly” (1:20-22). 

Job understood what many do not understand today. This is clearly seen when 
he answered his wife, saying, “What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips” (2:10). As 
Coffman says, “All that God allows is right, regardless of how it may appear to the 
imperfect perception of men.” Adam Clarke provides this insight on the good and 
the bad that occurs: 

  
Shall we murmur when he afflicts us for a day, who hath given us health for 
so many years? Shall we blaspheme his name for momentary privations, 
who has given us such a long succession of enjoyments? His blessings are 
his own: he never gave them to us; they were only lent. We have had the 
long, the free, the unmerited use of them; and shall we be offended at the 
Owner, when he comes to reclaim his own property? This would be foolish, 
ungrateful, and wicked. So may every one reason who is suffering from 
adversity. But who, besides Job, reasons thus? Man is naturally discontented 
and ungrateful. 



  
As James admonishes, “Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into 

manifold temptations; knowing that the proving of your faith worketh patience” 
(1:2). May we, like Job, never lose our integrity or faith! 
  
 
 


