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One does not always know what is transpiring in his life. Job did not, nor did he 
realize that God was using him as an example for all future generations. Careful 
study of the book of Job is very profitable as it will reveal the forces of evil that 
war against the righteous. Christians today will profit from studying the character 
of Job. 

Job was perfect and upright! The reason he was such is because he “feared 
God, and turned away from evil” (Job 1:1). Job is a special person and God notes 
such in stating, “...there is none like him in the earth…” (v. 8). Job does not boast 
about himself, but the Creator who “knoweth them that take refuge in him” 
(Nahum 1:7) brags on Job.  

Job was not sinless (Rom. 3:23), but was “perfect” in the sense of being 
devoted to God and striving to walk in a manner pleasing unto Him. As Jamieson, 
Fausset, Brown say in their commentary, “Perfect — not absolute or faultless 
perfection, but integrity, sincerity, and consistency on the whole, in all relations of 
life.” Being honest, Job sought to be “upright” and morally correct in his dealing 
with man and God. It was Job’s love for and fear of God that motivated him and 
not the love of the world and fear of men! One would be wise today to imitate Job 
by striving to be perfect and upright in his journey through this life. 

Job prospered and was wealthy! “His substance...and a very great 
household” resulted in him being referred to as “the greatest of all the children of 
the east” (Job 1:3). Job’s success and wealth should not be misconstrued to teach 
that godly people will always be rich in material things. God was, however, aware 
of Job’s allegiance to Him and allowed Job to prosper in his endeavors. The truth 
upon which all need to focus is that godly people will always be rich, not 
necessarily in material possessions, but in spiritual and heavenly treasures. 

So many fail to realize that striving to be morally right and respecting God’s 
Word will result in wonderful blessings from the Creator. Even if a person's 
worldly possessions are destroyed, his spiritual treasurers remain intact! If, 
however, earthly riches do abound and endure, the man of God will not place his 
trust in them. 
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Job was wise! Job “rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt-offerings 
according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have 
sinned, and renounced God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually” (Job 1:5). 

Job’s children apparently were taught well as they seemingly enjoyed the social 
fellowship with one another (v. 18). Job understood, however, that social pleasures 
and the ways of the world can dampen spiritual interest and development. So 
acting as a priest for his family, Job regularly offered sacrifices for all his family. 
He understood how very easy it is for one to forget God and conduct himself in 
such a manner that would dishonor Deity.  

All too often Christians today forget their number one priority (Matt. 22:37; 
6:33). Material prosperity and family fun can dull one’s spiritual interests. Job 
understood all too well that sin separates a person from God (Isa. 59:1-2). His 
desire was that his family remain morally upright and devoted to God so he 
constantly offered sacrifices in their behalf. Job realized what many today do not 
— “ the sting of death is sin” (1 Cor. 15:56). Sin was the one thing on this earth 
that Job feared and hated, and Christians today would do well possess Job’s 
attitude towards sin. 

Job was protected! The devil asked, “Hast not thou made a hedge about him, 
and about his house, and about all that he hath, on every side? thou hast blessed 
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land” (Job 1:10)? 
Satan is not ignorant of the fact that a place of refuge is one of the blessings of 
faithfully serving God. Jehovah’s protection and blessings for His faithful servants 
are beyond our imagination and comprehension. The Psalmist offers great wisdom 
and truth in stating, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do change, and though the 
mountains be shaken into the heart of the seas; Though the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains tremble with the swelling thereof (Psa. 46:1-3). 

The lesson for Christians today is that God is more powerful than Satan. The 
devil cannot triumph over the “hedge” that is found in Christ Jesus. Satan can do 
nothing that God does not allow him to do. It is quite comforting for the faithful 
child of God to remember these truths: 

  
There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to 
endure it (1 Cor. 10:13). 
  
Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you 
(James 4:7). 
Job was a marked person! “And Jehovah said unto Satan, Hast thou 

considered my servant Job? for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an 
upright man, one that feareth God, and turneth away from evil. Then Satan 
answered Jehovah, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought (Job 1:8-9)? Job was a 
marked man — Satan had his sights set squarely upon this righteous man. Jehovah 
wants man to be useful, happy, helpful, considerate, and concerned about spiritual 
matters. Satan, on the other hand, wants man to be useless, miserable, 



unsympathetic, uncaring, and devoted to worldly pursuits and sins of the flesh. 
Both heaven and hell are going to take notice of the righteous person. Remember 
that both God and Satan mark people but each for totally different reasons. May we 
as Christians strive to develop the character and integrity of Job and be marked for 
the cause of Christ! 
  
 
 


